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CHAPTER I. 

The next morning the gentlemen of 
the long robe, invigorated by their com- 
fortable night's rest, paid .their respects tp 
Mrs. Grayson's excellent break&st, parti- 
cularly as she^ ever kind and considerate, 
in addition to muffins, and wheat bread, 
rivalling ivory in whiteness, had provided 
buckwheat cakes and honey, of which her 
guests were known to be very fond. After 
they rose from the table, Edward invited 
Mr. Trueheart to walk with him and his 
mother into the office, while Mr. Hardy, 
Gildon, and Louisa, withdifev to the par- 
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£ . VALLEY OF SHENANDOAH* 

lour. When they were all seated in the 
little office, Edward disclosed the paiticu* 
lars of their situation, and of the offer that 
had been m^de to oldjlatchett, and asked 
his friend^s advice about the sufi^estion 
made by M'CuUoch of compromising^ith 
the creditor. ... 

This worthy man looked very seriou^ 
after he heard Edward's statement, and 
told them that if it were advisable to com- 
promise, a matter he could not positively 
decide without further consideration, and 
tottimunicatmg with the coimsel for the 
estatie in Richmond, he feared they ^uld 
not be able to offer any t^rms which would 
probably be acde^ted. He adixiitted, how- 
ever, that them were tnany uncertaSftties 
in the law<^^-4hat securities were always 
fiivoured snitori^'^^nd th^at in all new and 
doulbtful cases, botti courts and juri^ were 
sore to lean in tWr favour. He then, 
with the fore^ght ivhich long experience 
bad given, and that benevolence which he 
ha^ derived from nature, adverted to fkve 
situation of their ^airs, in the diS^nt 
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eTeots of llie o6mpramifie, or its failuTe-4 
tnd set before them ^with a frankness 
which, however disagreeable^ fae thought 
the occasion called for) the difficulty^ of 
their situaticm. He was pleased, how* 
eva'/io'find duiri Edwittd had considered 
die worst, and that he felt a confidence in 
his iown exerti<ms which augured fbture 
SQCoess \ and that although Mrs. Grayson 
ha^ tidt taken so desperate a view of their 
ailfairs as he was compelled to do, she 
£Mind consolation and support in the 
piety she h»d always cherished. 

The worthy coimselior then, with equal 
deKcaoy and feeling, recommended as 
mitteh economy as was practicable — ad- 
vised them to ca^ in the debts due to the 
estate, pay off all claims against it, arid to 
save if possible the house and a small por- 
tion of ^rid adjoining. He further inti- 
mated that he had a sum of money lying 
idle which might be used until their in^ 
tended sales could replace it, and that ^ 
sihall but comfortable farm in the adjoiti- 
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4 VALLEY OF SHENANDOAH. 

ing county of Shenandoah might afford 
them an asylunoi, at a low rent, if the worst 
consequence he had predicted should en- 
sue. He also promised to take the n^o* 
ciation of compromise into his own hands^ 
if that course should be determined' on, as 
he had often done business for the credi- 
tor, and had some influence with him, 
and recommended them to have nothing 
whatever to do with Hatchett, who, rapa- 
cious and unfeeling, would shew, them no 
favour, and would expect to get ; thdr 
'property lower by heightening thfeir dis- 
tress and precipitating its crisis. 
. ** I trust, my dear sir, that Heaven will 
reward you for your goodness, as I cantiat." 
** Say nothing on that score, madam," 
said he ; ** I do no more for colonel Gray- 
son's family than I am sure he would 
have done for mine— nay, what A) I say? 
for any little services I may be! able. to 
render you, and which you * greatly over- 
rate, I have been long paid in advafice. . I 
can never forget that when I- moted to 
this part of the country from Hanover, I 
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vms an Entire stranger, and by the patro^ 
nage and aid of colonel Grayson, I soon got 
into very extenBive business, and some of 
it of a very- profitdble character, whidi I 
eould not have possibly got otherwise^ 
^e treated me like a brother : his house 
was always open to me, as well as his 
counsels and his purse. I should be then 
a monster of ingratitude, if I were to act 
otherwise than I propose. Yet, my dear 
madam," said he, with a benevolent smile, 
^ if you' are too proud to receive favours 
from one who has received so many from 
yod, you must allow me to discharge, a 
debt; and. if my friend Ed ward, can pr<^t 
by T^yimg in my office, and learning 
something of the machinery of the pro-^ 
^sssion, after he returns from the law lec- 
tures in Williamsburg, he must pass some 
Bionth^ with ^me-*-unless, as report says, 
he nd^ns to take up his residence a little 
nearer to you." 

Edward replied that there was no pror 
bability of his being able to find shelter 
under any. roof, that would be more ac^. 
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eeptable than his, and lie would gladly acv 
cept his ofibr« 

They all now set out for Winchester^ 
as it had been arranged that a^ this court 
Louisa should choose her mother as her 
gc^ardian. The ladies rode in the carriage, 
while Edward^ Gildon« an4 the two. law- 
yers, attended them on hoisefaaek* The 
distance was about fourteen miles, .md the 
roads being very good at this seaaon. of 
the year, they got .to the town by eleven 
o'clock. JIdrs. Grayson drove to* the house 
of Mrs. Stewart, a widow lady of gnat 
respectability^ who kept a private board- 
ing-house, where Trueheart, and. twd or 
three other lawyers, put up when attends' 
ing the coi^rts. 

After some flight change in their dress, 
the ladief;/ proceeded to the eourt-houae. 
The yard was thronged witib |>eopl6 frtmi 
the remotest parts of the comatyi they 
presented a most motley ikni grOtes^e 
eoU^on. Here an did G^raian with a 
long black bem-d, dressed in red anjiblue 
striped homespuii*^not far ftoqa himv-a 
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^lit^ Mle, rawfabned, mddy&raien 
deatly of Stotchhlrish origin— in one ooiv 
tier, an oH woiismi Ivith a little table 
spread witli cak^s and early ajpples, and a 
boy or two to replenish her table when 
required-*** waggons were also near the 
court-yard* containing dijBFerent species of 
rude ware of country manufacture*— sdrae 
Vrith hempen doth, some with whiskey, 
and coarse pottery, spinning whedb, slaiea 
for weayiiig» and other household imple- 
ments. They were all neat and eleah in 
their dress, which t^as of cotton cloth, ma- 
Aufiictured by tbeinseltes, and striped yd- 
tow» 1^9 and blue, in infinite vaiiety, but 
pvnducing in the tott< ^^nMJ^s^ife the charac* 
ter of uniformity. 

The mother md daughter edch mteS 
on SdwardV am^ and as he wAs peraqn-* 
ally knoirn to many, aiid to still more by 
bis r^^e^iblinoe to his father,' it bad be^ 
easy ibr an observing spectator to pered¥e 
in^^ looks iind manner of thetlirongibe 
innate tesplBct- which the people 'have fop 
IjoodQMr, atodihat thebomi^e vckvAtiaSy 
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paid to a viituous^ man is transferred in* 
some degree to fais family. The crowd 
r^dily opened, and made way for them 
to pass, as they walked up the little green 
before the court. Their voices ivere un- 
eohsdously hushed to a whisper — some 
took off thdr hats — a few spoke, but tnost 
of them shewed their respect and the in- 
terest they took in the fallen fortunes of 
the family (which were now becoming 
matters of notoriety), by a silent teverencey 
atid looks' of heartfelt sympathy. ^ 

* Colonel Grayson had been a member of 
the court, and had deservedly possessed 
^reat weight among his brethren. Several 
of these magistrates approached Mrs. 
Grayson, while they- made their way 
fhrdugh'the crowd in the court-room, to 
inquire about her health, and invited her 
to take a seat on the bench until her ba« 
siness could be executed. Old Trifeheart 
had sent on a messenger to the clerk, to 
prepare the necessary papers, that the la* 
dii^s might be detained as short a time as 
possible in such a scene of confusion, an4 
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lieiiiteBcledrto accompany tbem into court ; 
Imt he was so assailed on all sides by bis 
dients^*-*^' Mr« Traebeart, I want to have 
a word with .you^'< — ^ .Colonel, stop a iho« 
merit'*— ^** Well, here's major Truebeart, 
ril feave it.to him"—*? Stop, major'*— 
^^ Stop, ooloneV that though he disref 
£^ded many of their applications and put 
off others, yet he was laid hold of by some 
with sOx much violence, that he was .at 
leiigtb-. sepaitited, i not ; without reluctance 
and some sallies of anger, which were re>p 
garded like the harmless flashes, of the 
Aurora Borealis. He soon followed thein 
on the bench, puffing and blowing, ^ud 
tilling those who were still calling to him 
not to pester him at 4hat time. . 

The .cleric, who was very nimble with 
his pen^and who felt the highest respect 
for the ladies, soon prepared the necessary 
^apers^.andLouisa, led. into court by her 
brother, was asked, who she chose as her 
guardiati '^: and as soon as h^r choice wa§ 
idedared^ sev^r^ m^wbers of the comt 

»-•' -.._w-*^.<.rT^., ... ..,.,. ...» 
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iihinedNkti33r!«etodeicd tfaaii8dlM(rMiium« 
ties; but Mrs. QiBj^aotit /politely ^f[«fited 
tiieir offer; w Tcilebeiat and two^or tlnte 
othess bad been 'bdbte-tbem. 
. These ladies attBtettd tbe eytes^^lhe 
whole, asse^ftfalyi their ' stwdiog .iisi the 
edunty, as w^tt'As tfaeir dim ind iWear^ 
atic3^ being sirpdriqr tio that aCllKf fbmaini 
who ttsmslly sb^w. tfaeraeetms.m icJoutsL 
The regaitd they had iofxxAmA QnyidDj 
but ijsiore than all^ the berafty qf^Lrf^Hsisa^ 
set off as it was by aptksarinbooaiiae' iwi 
virgin' modesty » commanded dieir re^Wi 
rential honuige. GJMon, wimiimg tibei dik 
^uiries of some, and :the eigtr gaae «f 
ethers^ the success of these ehttMis which 
had at once won his regard^ and apk]iow4 
ledged him as tfaeir sovers^gn^ ftk aome* 
whgt of the intoxlcaitiag tnilmpb wb»h 
we may suppose a vifHmious genetil eoti 
periences, when on a pamd^ ten tdionsspMi 
voices pioclaim his vktones andliis^pti* 
ittity . Sevml members of the bar iwm 
paiticulttiy struck wMi Lonfaa^s appeav^ 
ance» imd one more than the rest kept hia 



€y» ftod 40fi: )r#r iiioe, c'nrftil he wemei 
fost lii'^revem/ ' He ipeoved t6 be oiie 6f 
her diitarAed^ lovers. -This genenli luv 
m]^^ to her p^wnal* gp pc &ri m ee ^v^ nob 
altogether lost on the tiijoMliioaisa;* and 
.the <)0iiieiot3»ii^ of being llielbous on 
wlndhWhiHhy ejnss dtmoeiifred^heigfateiw 
ed'fier Uushea and abgmeiitiOd her faeatttjTi 
As she and b^ inoiKdr Wete r^rilig 
from the court, the attorhey for ttie donir 
monrnffdOi tdd the aheriff to <»d} James 
Gildon, who, animated^by'tbe ^ini|htie«i 
^e had excited; could not fifirbear the mi^ 
Tfiible gnatifieation of app|oaeblng her^ and 
^ttendin^herbotaf tbeoourt^ho^se. The 
naitie of him who Was erer present to 
Louiia'a mmd betrig thuft preiNatcted^ in af 
voice of tbnnder, in such a dt>wd, 6ra&r 
#hi9lmed her with eonf&sioii. fihetboni^t 
every one khew her sbntimieMtS'-i^^evy 
^e read* what was then passbig in her tiob 
sora ; and the bibod might be ^em to 
come and go in her delicate ohaek Hke 
ifaisheil-i^distant lightning in a siutfoicr 
evening. She would faiii have asked why / 
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fie was caUed, bat timidity' restrained faer«r 
Her loveri however, remarked—^* Now I 
am' to answer for my mikleeds towardflf 
Hay old friend Jaque ; but I must first see 
you to your lodgings.'' 
i J^rs: Grayson was' insisting on his^ re- 
tarn/ when old Trueheart, who had been 
again trying to join them, came bustling 
put» and told Gildon his presence was 
wanted immediately in court. 
' They.retuitied into court, and Trueheart 
stated,- that the person whose name had 
been just called, then appeared, in dis- 
charge of his recQgnisance, and was ready 
to answer the complaint against him. - 
' Jaque was seen standing within the 
bar ; and although he had been walking 
about hi^ farm for more than a week, 
without asststanee, he was then supported 
on the crutches which he had at first been 
obliged to use ; and his foot was swathed 
in 'wrappings six inches thick. 
^ As Trueheart was an experienced ad- 
Tocate, and had the ear c^ the court, as 
tbe' phrase is, and the common we^ilth'B 



VALKBY of. m£NANAOA^/ Id 

attorney. was a man of but ordiilary, ta- 
ints; Jaque Imd .teixiployed, lawyer Worn-* 
court as an auxiliary I a veteran renowned 
for his^ deep knowIe%e of the law^ for un». 
bounded zeal in behalf of ))is clients^ and 
the ontir^ - perseverance with which ' be 
waS' wont to assail court, jury, and ^aita- 
gonistft.' 

. The tei^timony was now heard, which 
was that of Jaque himself, who g4ve an 
artfol/aml exaggerated statement of his 
g^g to market, and just as he:got to tbe 
brow; of th^ hill, he saw a. carriage near, 
tbe .bottom, where the road was wide 
enough for ^hem to pa$s,each other, ^nd 
expected they wojuld remain there; but 
they mcLved on^ as much as to say a waggon 
must get out of the road for a fine car- 
ri^e.~-*^ :I: thought," said h^^ " I wpuld 
fri^ten them a- bit ; . but up rites a young 
feUow, the safifie- that's in the par there, 
wid tbat hG^e-cpllar rount his neck, and 
called me' prMte, and tamned scoundrel; 
when I told MlP .if he tid not get out of 
tbe way, b?. should feel tqy waggon whip ; 
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upon which he siruek aie, and whSe hmii 
tiyiikg td defend mjfisdf, 'M served ale a 
Vankee tridc, and cfinl^ tne off my botw, 
and town I f^l) under my waggon-wh^I, 
that run over one foot, as you see here. 
Bind might haTe run over poth^ of n^y 
pody ; and I does want to kudi;^ if tiiMM^ 
Yankees are allowed to come here and 
impose on a waggoner^peeause he' has hot 
a* fine coat on his padc." 

'4!*rueheart then called on Edwatd, wbo 
w^s not present at the begiiming of ih» 
ikiy^ but who, on coming up, had hewd 
the matter stated by Gildon,^^ and not de^ 
nied by Scryder ; after which, soiiie jjab&r^ 
r^atdries put to Jaqu^ and a itoht tesiat^ 
ance <M the part of ' Wonieourt, Gildoti 
was discharged. But ias - he was aboM to 
seek Louisa, he heard ' ihe ^rk prodann 
the unwelcome sound of '^ the Common* 
wealth against Gildoti, e true bill;^ Tfoe^ 
hearb advised his young ^client to ple4d to 
the indictment immediately,' by Which 
means the case might. With tiie consent 
of the counsel for the ooMmonweiOth, 



ftnd tb^^Httt ims agreed tor^ benaigdedfitt 
tb^ Mot^iiig. OiUDn: clnm menHnmuKii 
of liift^«iids» aiidTto hit.gveat ti^rak fotttifli 
that Edward 'fcbd wtuined iiiime lidfifaL im 
motfai^ and ^Bister ;^' but leaffiiitg almeiMg^ 
tinit he would bQ ngMn wilfh'^hioiiin'Ao 
ttiomilig. ^ 

As he WM aoquiiilted wHk' no ont but 
MCuUoch tind Tnieheort, i^bth 'of wfawi 
#€M t^pjr inMii efij^ged^ tbdugh m 4^ 
fe»^n)t idrts 4df ^itfiittoss, he ehdanrpiifed tb 
find jiotee ; aitiasement by obBerving tlw 
course of proceedkigs in t^ coiaiit Her 
sifir manbers thisoi%iiig rouiid the olerk's 
trile, ifev <the purpose of firaiiirifig'de^i^d 
wm&, or to /exieoate; bcatads, «flr guardfami 
^ontitow, loi^ admuustrators. . > He heaixi 
vaaibus naotiens n^ade for judgJoHtentt on 
bands, wliteh<bBd been gisFenJ^iiebtom 
for the delivery >of property taken in idxe^ 
cotion^ i9id tad beeni dien ^infeited^and 
oae0r: two attariuti^kb mgAiosk ^mwm^yt 
debtors ;tried : /bot tunable to undcfstmd 
the technical Iimguage of thd bar» which 



16 VAL1.EY OF bhenaiidoah: 

appeared^ to bim a barbaitous. jai^ii^ he 
soioh became weaiSed of the scene. ; ** Is 
it possible/' thought he, *f that questions 
of right and wrong shotild be involved in 
so'imich doubt and difficulty; and if all 
these subtleties and nice distinctions are 
unavoidable; is it ^Iso n^story that they 
should be veiled in a language that' none 
but' the initiated can understand ? The 
law is said to be a rule of action, and. a rule 
of property to' the citizen, yet these rules 
it is impossible he can know, and |hose 
who;make a business of interpreting, do 
not seem to agree about." 

While 'these reflections were passing 
through Gildbn's mind, as he was saunter* 
ihgjdlyat the back of the bar, he lighted 
on Ti-ueheart, in company with the young 
laWyfer who had gazed with so much mte* 
rest 'oh Louisa. The barrister immedi* 
ately accosted him—" Where have you hid 
yourself? I have been searching for you 
id the crowd this half hour. Let me in- 
troduce to youir acquaintance a young 
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ifimid of mine, aoid a member of the faor'— * 
Mr. Fanshaw, Mr. Gildon." 
- This was a young man of a genteel ap- 
pearance, with a face that indicated genius, 
of a grave and rather melancholy aspect. 

Having learnt from Gildon what had 
occurred with regard to Jaque's suit, he 
abruptly left them, saying to Gildon — ** I 
must now go into the bar, and leave you 
mth my friend Fanshaw ; and I am sure 
you will find no difficulty in entertaining^ 
one another.** ' 

Gildon now, according to his • habitual 
practice, began to converse with hi^new 
aoquaintafice on the subject which he pi^ 
sumed he best understood; and conunu-t 
nicated to him some of his thoughts on 
the profession of the law, which bad been 
passing in his mind a little before. He 
found that Fanshaw, (whom indolence and 
fidse delicacy, as he afterwards understc)od, 
had prevented from succeeding at the bar,]^ 
while he vindicated our systems of juris* 
prudence, tfaougfatmoreun&yourablyof the 
practice than Gildon himself had done : it 
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waq idd^ed a favourite iAmn^ Of declwialb- 
tion with him. 

" The law, u$ m Qocapationt Mr, GHil- 
^onj** said tbie ypui^ waPt '' has little t/o 
recpia»m?i¥l it* Yqm mu$t be surroi^nded 
by a ^t of iU-maQHer^d* tow-^jwided 
people* who are either safia^QiiSs unfe^ng 
creditor8» or knay^b, fraudulent debtors, 
seeking to evade their eontract^ ; sav^e 
buUiea «i one side, or contemptible oow^ 
arda on tibe other; and skmderers end^ft^ 
vouring to screen themselves from the 
^fi^tits of their malignity, ot those who 
meanly seek to make those slanders iigunst 
his idiaraoter, which every man faelievtst* 
at least in part, a source of profit. In 
shorty he is familiar with every form, whidi 
violence, iiijdstice, meamiisss, or cilnxe can 
assume. TThen; too, you must put up with 
f^rossoesa tod vulgarity, breathijag theiir 
pesttlenfkd riMmiths, impregnated Itith the 
fumes ofwfaiikey nr tofaadco, into ybmr 
lufags ; uttering tbmr low auspicioBi, or iio 
tess ofiSsrittve jests ; itod giving you a laate^ 
m ttiefittudinfir vtmof Vdur^ fees, of that 



k«i^»y they mait jrioar aid to'pnictise on 
okhers. ' Yon most dance irttendiance, in 
this dirty . court-house, at all seasons ; in 
winter without Sxe, and in summer with- 
out air: iredged in with a crowd of odd* 
hearted, eontentious(]i\»ifa, who envy yoa 
evgry £$e they are not able to intoreqpt^ 
and who listen to your speeches only to 
€iivU at your logic, or to Isiu^ at yoUt 
mistakes ; and when you have been lbrta<» 
nate, and get employed by a tiad man^. in 
a bad cause, (as is the case nine timtss out 
of ^ ten,) you are compelled to idaitify 
yotirself with him, and to tax your mdmoryY 
and fancy, and invention, for argument^ 
a^d law, and embellishnlQnfaBf^ to support 
what you know to be unreasonable and 
Ui^tast Besides, you must not only aeH 
them your woids, and leaning, and inge. 
nuify, but body and soul in the bargaiit. 
You must bellow, toil, and sweat, be a)|b 
gry, and indignantt and palii^tic, or yoa 
are eharged willi ignorance "^dr stupidity; 
and ten to one but you are dso suspected 
Q^ibeing bribed by Ufe opj^itep^rty* 
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'* Sach is the profession which I have 
foolishly selected as the means of acquiring 
fcHi^ne and feme ; but which no man ever 
yet acquired in this way, unless he was 
goaded by necessity ; for nothing less 
would be suiBcient to carry him through 
the direfol probation I have mentioned.** • 
' . While Fanshaw 'was thus speaking, a 
stout, rougfahlooking man, in a blue hunt* 
ing:shirt, came up to him, and said — ** Is 
your name Fani$haw ?** 

- -^^ 'if iq" ' 

^. ^ I have been recommended to you by 
old George Triieheart Are you at tei* 
sure ?" 

^\ Perfectly, sir,** said the other, his fece 
assuming an expression of lively pleasure; 
and making -a slight apology to Gildon, 
he suddenly withdrew with his client, and 
^ewed thiat, amid all his denunciations 
against his profession, he was not without 
a due relish for its delights. 
: Thus again left to himself, Gildon took 
a stroU over the town, which he found to 
consist principally of industrious, thriving 
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n;iechanics, and some shops of dry gcidds 
and groceries. There was an air. of stir 
and bustle in the streets and the shops 
and the public-houses, which he ^orr^tly 
attril^uted toihe court being then in ses- 
sion, A few hdndsome carriages paraded 
the ^streets, of which he found the chief 
part belonged to the country, the gentry 
of the neighbourhood taUng this oppor- 
tunity of displaying their, equipages, and 
of supplyipg themselves with the finery 
of the shops. - 

. When . sufficiently exercised with .this 
ramble, Gildon returned to the tavern,.arid 
sat down to the ordinary with about forty 
or fifty persons, who . said Jittle, but ate 
heartily of the meats, and the various spe- 
cies of fruit pies and other articles, of "pas- 
try which succeeded. He observed that 
every man began with bacon and cabbage, 
and ended with milk, the ova and mala of 
Virginia. He returned to the coqrt-house 
in the afternoon, and found the scene little 
changed, except that many of the country 
people were flustered by the liquor in 
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which they had been mdulging ; and somd 
w6re mounting their horsed, and otherd 
hatnessing and preparing to return. , He 
found' himself more solitary in this crowd 
tiian'ifhe had been entirely alone ; but 
the irkdomeness of his situation, which he 
impmted to his being a stranger, was> ik> 
doubt,, s<iU more that which every lover 
feela when he is first separated from his 
mistress. He returns to the tavern, in^ 
quil^ fbr ti room, and with 4ome diffi^ 
culfy gets one in which he is free from in- 
t^rruptioti; and there, between writing to 
hia inends In New- York, and reading the 
newspapers, he makes out to get rid of a 
long summer afternoon. 

In the evening Truebeart walked over 
to the taverb, and insisted on his returning 
with him, and passing the evening at Mrs^ 
Stewart's. He readily tomplied, for he 
was not of a temper to relish solitude long. 
Supper was over at an early hour, und the 
lawyers, assembling in Trueheart*s room, 
found in the pleasures of convivial society 
some amends for the fiitigues of the day* 



The dry iM^d uninteUigible jargon of the 
cDQtbii^ fft^anged for wit andihumour 
at &m^ lively ^tii delicate. Political 
subjeote were diseossed with kigenmty 
aa^d uMiSky ; tboagh wif^ rather too inwAi 
pte^ttfaiacU^. P}6asM»t ^ories^ parfieul^y 
Both as hit off the characteristiGS i}i the 
Dotdh^ the Ifi^, or the Yankees, by 
tuttas entertained the eompany*— two or 
three of them s\ing good s6ngs, and 
nmohgst others^ the Marseillois Hymnr 
at Which time they alt stood np, and, 
taking hands, joined in general diorua. 
The sprightliness of their wit, the anrte- 
ness^ and depth of their reflections, the fe- 
Kcfty and good humour with which they 
bantered one another, made them appear 
jffse another set of persons from that which 

• 

their care-douded brows, their sharp ^ahd 
even mrorose altercations, exhibited them 
in the morning, and Gildon almost tiioaght 
himself in the green-room of the Nfew- 
York theatre, with the cleverest actors, 
who had laid aside the dresses of the parts 
they had been performing, to pass the re- 
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raaiii4^ of the night in mirth and jollity. 
They appeared to be the happiest fdlowis 
in the world, and he felt his respect greatly 
increased for the profession. Fansbaw too 
was there, and forgetting the picture he 
had drawn of the miseries of the profes- 
sion, partook of the reigning hilarity ; but 
it was easy to see that his discerning asso- 
ciates attributed his unusual flow of spirits 
to the fee which Trueheart had procured 
^/^r him in the morning. Among other 
things which struck Gildon, was the vast 
sum of intelligence they collected, of ^11 
that was memorable or worthy of note in 
the adjoining counties^ and even of some 
of those that Were remote. They knew 
every man's private afiairs intimately ; and 
ireely communicated to each other, i^ 
only what they had personally seen and 
known, but what they had learnt from 
those lawyers they had met in their dis- 
tant circuits. In this way they are a sort 
of living telegraphs, to transmit over the 
statfe intelligence that never finds its way 
to the newspapers, and which by the echo^ 
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of popular rumour is greatly distorted and 
exa^erated. ' - • ' 

It is no wonder, thought Oildon, 
that this class has obtained such an 2^^ 
cendency in our country. Their talents^ 
their activity, and their intimate know<- 
ledge of men and their concerns, must give 
them infinite advantages over every other 
class. It seemed too as if the knavery 
and frauds of their clients had passed 
through their n^inds like smoke through 
the atmosphere, without staining its purity. 
They appeared to be, for the most part, men 
of honourable feelings and elevated senti- 
ments, of greatjntegrity in their dealings 
and prudence in the managraient of their 
affairs. If now and then some unworthy 
men^ber came among them» who endea- 
voured by dint of cunnibg to supply the 
place of talents, he was soon put into Co- 
ventry ; and continued there by his bre- 
thren, he could obtain no lasting respect 
among the people. 

The next day, about ten o'clock, £d- 

TOL. IL c ^ 



yfi^.(9i«j^<pii rammed te Wiao^eiftet^ 
and they forthwith repaired tc^^tbe oaucb- 
bouWi. They, no longer saw- there the 
crowd of ye6t»day. All waa comparative 
j^tUhiess^^and quiet, and.order ; for noone 
waa present except the officers : of; the 
eoort; the suitors, the witnesses,, and a &w 
loungers of the town. Trueheart had in*- 
teresit. enough with the states' attorney, 
whom he occasionally assisted both with 
his pen and, advice, to get his ease taken 
up befove it waa reached in regular order. 
Worrtcourtmade no objeetioii^ as.' he, was 
impatient to get a further fee from Jaque 
Scryder. • 

The case was accordingly calkd^ and 
Ja,q«ie appeared as the chief witness :-^he 
stated ther^ prindp^) facts correctly^ but , 
gave them sdl:thek>odk)uring the Extent of 
his art woii^d permit. Beal^ the taverq- 
-keepeifi proved his condition when he- ar- 
rived ; aild^doctOF Manifee stated the na- 
ture of the contusion, tboiigbjtieUhjgr with 
the brevity or plainness which -die occa- 
sion demanded. He spoke of the. meti- 



TALLEY OF SftENANDOAH. 37 

carpel bones, and the tendon- Achilles, of 
extravasation, suppuration^ and antiseptics, 
with great learning and self-complaoency, 
as wdl as of his own attendance and the 
bill which he had rendered. The case 
was opened by the commonwealth's attor- 
ney, who said the assault. was proved, that 
it was without provocation, and had been 
attended with great bodily injury,^ much 
loss of time and expence, and that an ex* 
emplary fine should be imposed on' the 
wrongdoer. 

Trueheart followed in behalf of the de- 
fendant, as Gildon was called. He spoke 
of the privilege of juries, carried further 
in this state than by the common law of 
England, or in most of the other states, 
since thfey had the power of fining for mis- 
demeanours ; ' that they ' were thus the 
guardians of the people's rights, and the 
shield of the poor against the rich and the 
well-bom. Having thus secured their 
confidence, he cautioned them against the 
prejudices to which they were exposed. 

c 2 
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He reminded them that on one side was ^ 
poor man, and on the other one who was 

• 

said to be rich ; that the prosecutor was 
indeed a countryman, and the other a 
stranger ; but he trusted that a liberal and 
^ilightened jury would be as ready to do 
justice to a citizen of another state as . to 
one of their own, though he should hap* 
pen to be rich ; but of that he knew no- 
thing, except that he had just returned 
from the college m Williamsburg, where 
he had been to finish his education, and he 
should be sorry he should return to his 
own state with cause to complain of the 
severity of our laws r — that it was true, it 
had been clearly proved that his young 
client had done an act of violence, but they 
must consider the circumstances of justifi- 
cation, or excuse which accompanied it ; 
that he was attending the daughter ci 
the late colonel Grayson, whom they had all 
known, and on a visit to a neighbour, when! 
about to meet the prosecutor's waggon^' 
on a hill side, where that and the carriage 
could not pass at the same time ; that a 
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Tegfod to the safety o[. his chargQ nuul^ 
him insist that the prosecutor^ who was at 
the top of the hill, where he could ea^Uf 
stop, wouM wait a few minutes, till tiiey 
could get by, which request the prosecutor 
brutally and unfeelingly refiised, • The 
defendant, finding him determined to pe% 
severe in a course that would have endan- 
gered the safety of a helpless female, eh« 
deavoured to detain the horses for two 
minutes, when the prosecutor threatened 
to make use of his whip against the de^ 
fendant, and was in the act of raising it 
for that purpose, ^'on which it seems," said 
the barrister, ** my client struck him* This^ 
gentlemen, was the beginning <^ theafiray, 
and what followed was pure acddent, 
which might have befallen either party^ 
Now I lay down the law$ under* the cor- 
rection of the court, that ui offer to strike 
by one party justifies an actual assault by 
the other; and so far from blatning the 
young gentleman for the part he acted, I 
opmmend him for his gallantry; and he 
iroiild have deserved to be not only fined» 
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but to be followed' bjr the execralicMi of 
k^ery get]er<)us flpiiit, if he had dime leas 
ft»^ thedefinuSeof tiiie innoeebee and beauty 
Which, yesterday graced that bench, and 
Hiv'bidb 86 istrongly reminded us^ him whd 
was once one of its proudest ornaments. 
Jfo, gentlemen, I cannot believe that an 
honei^t jury of Fredferick will require a 
youth of spirit to stand by with folded 
Urms, and see any man, whether he be 
^o6r orrieb, threaten the safety of a de- 
falce|^8 female,^ though she were not the 

■ ft « r ft * ^ 

^i4de of^roUr county and ^n ornament to 
her sex, -and not make an efibrt to arrest 
(he purpose of the unfeding isavage who 
would attempt it, nor yet to wait until the 
meditated blow should put it out of- his 
power to render assistance." > 

He, umid 4he inanifeertlmt.;sileDt' ap- 
probation of tfaC' whole attcHieno^, sat down, 
and several of the jury ^rose, with ttninvp* 
luntaty impulse, to retire and -bring in 
their verdict. iBut ^Wwrieourt got up 
and said— ^* Gehtibmen df 4he jury, it is 
our Tight to conclude* Be pleased to triie 



3r0ur%QBfts.*' 'Hd thra MietMd trslttdied 
4»d '^maal-baraCEgae^Hlthidk bei bud spent 
same honHBr ^ lAito^ evening be£ir& i» pr^- 
purii^^ f'Hb JwgtnrfJFf a fclTBiBl diiMrte- 
Hon <>ii;n)ads^-^iiotioed the kWt AppciititiDg 
^mnejtmn toad their various duties^^he 
<^9AgeB ikty bad oodergone fnoin time fii» 
t3firie**«-the diffisrenee between publie ways 
and private ways^^^^md how turnpikes diR> 
feredfrcmi other publie highways. Btefdre 
he-had got' through this tedio«»:intrpdiie- 
tmri Qiie of the jury, whahadtakfifninore 
ti»ki ' the . pn^er quantity of j ulep that 
ilMni^, ielt asleep; ti^o of them stood 
ufr hralting on'* one ^shoulder agfednst the 
ndl rotthd the justiides* beneh, and the 
reftt sheafed gr^t impatience. Saving at 
kn^^p^rceiv^ it/he>hiirrled to the evi- 
dence, whidh h^ misnepriMiited where he 
could; and distorted and twisted where he 
eooldno^ as wcaild^bsrt suit^hisi purpose; 
«ld haTli% talofen equal ISserties with the 
biitr^ I9 oonckidsd byisafjdng^ ithatit^was 
on^'ofi^herplaiiieigk' cases: be ibad evcf been 
dtticenladiii siute haelnid^fafld IA«ihimourof 



a place at that bar, and he had no doubt: 
they would teach these fine-bred gentle- 
men a lesson, that should cure them of as- 
saulting honest waggoners on their way to 
^natket, especially when going down hill. 

The jury, who for the last hour had 
been internally abusing his tedious clink,' 
as they called it, and had paid no atten-- 
tion to his argument, which was equally a 
perversion of law, evidence, and common 
sense, withd:rew for a moment, and return^ 
ed a verdict of not guilty, to the great sa^ 
tisfaictioii of $|ll present Gildon, elated 
with his triumph, again offered through 
Tjfu^eart to itiake Jaque satisfiictioii for 
the injury he had unintentionally done; 
and somewhat* cooled by his failure in the 
indictn^ent, he ri^adily accepted fifty dol- 
lai|s, in full satisfaction for the injury, 

:While Gildon was waiting till Mr. True- 
heart could come out of the bar, for the 
purpose of making his wkhawkdi^anita 
to him,. and of taking leave, a tall, gawky 
man^ of a saturnine cast c^ countenance, 
up, and addressed . the court. He 



m^eTsudi pte&tory Temorks dls are usual 
witti tbose who wisb to command particu>(> 
iar iftftehtion. He said that he woiild avail 
himself of that short interval^ to propose 
to the court to correct a proceeding which 
had continued too long^ to the reproach of 
those /principles of liberty and equality 
which \vere the best fruits of the glorious 
revolution. He called the attention of 
the court to the first sentoice of the Bill 
ofRi^ts^ '^All men are by nature free 
and equal."* - ' . . ■' 

*' Kxcept negroes,** whispered Gildon 
fo*^Trueheart •- 

** And they * ttx), by nature,** replied 
Trueheart ; *• but not by the law of the 
land, nor yet by the great law of necessity •'* 

The* orator then spoke of the rise and 
progress of privileged classes in the civi- 
lized world, of titles, and other artificial dis« 
tinctions. He said, that if we wished to 
preserve the equality of which we are now 
so justly proud, we should guard against 
every thing that squints at these odious 

c S 
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rism. He^tbofn odvierttd to the «l§rfe .of 
iddfefeding the teart imd jury, wiiirififaad 
eontiniiecl, with othet^odiolis and Hvteib^ 
dox Gustoms JoftheTegal goverdoaieiit ; that 
so long as thoser badges <of obrfiiitavr ser-i 
idtud^ remamed, w^ should neTer have 
the nbble sdnse of equality wbiefa became 
the dtizens of n free com mbii wealth. He 
fortified these remarks by the practice of 
the Greeks and Romans, aiid the nipdem 
French republic ; and concluded by pro- 
posing that hereafter, in that eourt, those 
barbarous usages should be abolished, and 
thai both magistrates and juries should 'be 
addressed by the title oftdtizens, for 'they 
were nothing more, and Which indeed, he 
added, was the most dignified of all tiUes. 
A profound silence prevailed foi; some 
time after he sat down, and the court, then 
consisting of five members^ loipjced around; 
and seemed to ex|%ct that, acciordtrig to 
custom, other members of the bar would 
say something, either fcr or against the 
proposal. The fraternity however remain- 
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Mi&lQiwfei!4fiiiMl»bl4'iN^ oceurrenee.) 

StHneof ti^iB smil^, jiut- tbegieater {MOft» 
«i{Keckiny the y^wnger . m^mfoer^ gave 
fflgns 1^ oonUal appcob^oQ. 

•Thecourt then consulted ^wilh one an* 
(>tfaer; i»id'otvs inraiber cipenij expressed 
his ttnwilUngness to the.ebmge* He said 
he was an enemy to innovatioB-r-and he 
had ite idea ^f following the French in all 
tbdr wild, new4a]i{^ed notions. Said he 
— " By-and^by we must have the names 
of our OQunties chatted, b^itining with 
kidg George and king WJlHani« and VMg 
aad Qttoen^ and oomijigdown to^Fn^e- 
itck, and. Berkley, and Loudon, and all 
for what? to imitatethe FreQch> who Tm 
thffikk^ willy . in patchii^.^t tibe sliadow, 
lose the ^ubstmiae of Uherty* X am then 
for sticking to dd cuslQi»s»<aDd old naa^es, 
unless there is sc»ne real advantage in .the 
changes-' .A majority oi the* court! were 
of a dt£foient opinion; and one <m two of 
the j^otuig attomieaioimediately mse, and 
a^drawfd.motioiis to tti^ courts for the 



purpose of tiying the new style of dtisens^ 
justices. As soon as they sat down, the 
presiding magistrate, who was a fat, good-* 
natured; heavy-looking man, formfdly pip<^ 
mulged from the bench, that hereafter the 
style of addressing the court and jury 
should be '* citi^ns justices," *' citizens of 
the jury,*" all others would be pleased to . 
take notice. 

A case was then called, and the sberifT 
was directed to summon a jury. He ac- 
cordingly did so, from a written list, or 
pannel, which be held in his haodi and' 
when about to direct them to go to the 
book to be sworn, he said—'** Gentlemen 
of the jury " oh ! I beg pardon of the 
court for calling the jury gentlemen.** 

This unintendeji hit, which was the 
happier as most of the jurors made but a 
sorry appearance, produced a peal of laugh- 
ter from every part of the court-hoiite, and 
threw such a ridicule over the proposition, 
that during the whole court, afterward^ it* 
was observed that the lawyers managed so < 
aft to avoid both the'new and the old style ;^ 



aod at the suoeeeding court, byn silent 
and jgenend ooneurrence, it fell into dis*^ 
use, and might have passed into utter oh* 
h^vkm hot for this authentic and circiim^ 
stantial history. Gildon was highly amused 
with- the incident, so suited to his laugh-^ 
ter-loving humour, and in the cessation of 
business^ which this merriment occasioned, 
took leave of his faithful advocate, as welL 
as those whose acquaintance be had made^ 
the evading before, and set out with £d*. 
ward i^r Beach wood, which they reached 
a little before dinner* . . 

On his arrival there, Gildon was so de- 
lighted at finding himself again in the * 
presence of his lovely mistress, that be 
could scarcely persuade himself he had 
been absent but a single day, and he look- 
ed forward with unaffected paiti to the 
time, which . approached, wh^ he must' 
leave, piobaUy for ever, the scene of sudi 
puxe joy, and where be could find, but for 
one siijgle consideration, such lasting hap^ 
pineas. These disagreeaU# refleations^ 
hung on his mmd like 4 daric threatening- 



doudt 10 a; sky eUewtiere 8wenet:to ehtek 
hi3 pies^t bUsft, and Ibe; beeam^ BKNfe 
painful when he leamt fkc^m Ltmi^ ashe 
soon did, tliat she was toaet off Hi a few 
dit^s for Fredericksburg and the Ndrfhern 
N^» on a visit of aome months. He 
looked back on the few weeks he had 
passed at Beachwood, as on a pleasing 
dream, from which . he bad just been 
awaked; and when he retired to his piU 
low, bis mind was so disturbed, that in 
spite of the fatigue of his ride, he pasted 
an almost sleepless night. 



CHAPTER n. 



The next day they all pcdfwed to set out 
for the Elms* Gildon was yeiy pressing 
for an interview with Louisa in tlie menu- 
ing, for the purpose of persuadmg her to 
defer h^ visit to the lower -counlry ; or, if 
that was i rt q po flsible^ c^obtainin^p her fvO' . 



ihlse to write tb kite j bqt Mrs. <3ray80n 
had been s0ixiu«h influenced by the pru- 
dent eotinsel of Mr, 'Trueheart, that ^he 
*iifibrded'her daughter no- opportunity »of a 
private- conrersation. He ffattered hitn- 
«elf however that he should be more «ws 
eesi^ul in the course of the day. 

Mrs. Grayson- said, that as she was so 
soon to- part* with her daughter, she would 
afieotnpany her to the Etms, especially as 
Mrs. Fawkner had complained of being 
neglected of Idte ; but without -doubt, the 
wish to keep up the same course of ma«v 
temal vigilance influenced her, and made 
her impose a task on herself^ that was on 
more accounts than one truly painful. 
Edward, without examining into bis mo- 
therms motives, was much pleased to hear 
of her intention, for it always delighted 
him to see the two beings he most loved 
on earth together;, and such was the pu- 
rity aifid refined nature^of bis attachment^ 
that he felt almost as niucb happiness in 
seeing his mother in company with Ma- 
tilda, as he derived fironi ber sodity him- 
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selfy under the restriedons which cireum* 
stances had imposed upolh hiin. 

They: reached the Elms a[t an earlier 
hour than usual, and found Matilda an4 
her mother ready^ to receive them. Mrs, 
Fawkner was apparently glad to see them, 
but shewed a marked difference in her re* 
ception of Gildon and Edward, to the last 
of whom she was formal and reserved, ex* 
cept when chance afforded her an oppor- 
tunity of saying sometlring sarcastic or 
ill-natured. Matilda met her friends from 
Beachwood with her usual sweetness rshe 
was overjoyed to see Mrs. Grayson again 
at the Elms, and kissed her so c^en^ and 
embraced her so affeetionatdy, that Mrs. 
Fawkner observed—" Why, Matilda, one 
would think that you had not seen Mrs« 
Grayson for a twelvemonth .*• 

" Indeed, madam, it seems almost ^^ 
long to me ; I used to see you so often, 
you know," turning to Mrs. Grayson; 
" and I am so much obliged to you for 
coming early ; it looks so like old times." 

MtSi Fawkner iiowned a little at. this: 
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reoMurk. — ** Matilda, diikt," she said, ^ you 
will fatigue Mrs. Grayson.^-^Come, ma-r 
dfMVd, walk into the chamber, . and rest 
yourself before dinner. — Mr. Gildoh, you 
and Mr. Edward can amuse yourselves 
with the newspapers till the major returns 
from his ride; he has gone to see his 
new purchase, where he talks of buildings 
— Come, madam,'' motioning to the ladies^ 
who walked on to her own bedroom. 
; Edward would have be^i .more mortis 
fied at the chilling reception he met widh) 
from the mother, if certain sly looks and 
sweet smiles from the daughter iiad not 
affi)rded him amplie consofetfen ; as the 
comfbiiable fire of our hearth witiiih doors 
makes us. regardless of the bleak north- 
wester which rages without ; nay, we are 
the more sensible of our safe and mug si* 
tuation witiiin, by reason of the contrast 
Indeed, Matilda had made more unre*- 
served display of the kindness 3he ftlt tOn 
\vards every member of the Grayson fa- 
mily, on account, of the change of sfentin 
menu on the p^rt of jber,motber-«-ii<hange 



which she* vm \kMe ' tWy tau^t olMMfve; 
in (spite of the rutramts w&feh the fofOMi 
of poUteaess and the wish tc>tave dppew* 
ances . imposed upon her niother. Bat 
ti)6.umififect6diiieehne)3sal}d swecftness of 
Mss. Gmj^n's tehaviour were sucU and 
ihey were' mteoQipatiied moreover by to 
much ireal dignity, that It 'was iiApossible 
lor any cmelong to ftel ill-will towai^ 
her, or to ivealt &er with dist^spect. 
' *f I wonder at your fortitude and self- 
dohial, Grayson/' said GildcHi, after ifte 
ladies had left liie room : :^' when I see s^ 
nrach beauty, and intelligence, and graoe, 
so entirely devoted to yon, I think the 
MadCutidh you hmre ^ rashly fctnned would 
be Vmore honoured in th& breach than the 
observanoa'' ; 

- (jlJUbn» who^ noind had 'been occupied 
wltkthe^paiik of a separation iirom luouisat 
amr'sinoe hehad heo^d it, had some Mnt 
ho^ Ihftt if Edward would change his 
eouvie, it tniight prevent, or at )ea«l d^y> 
his nktep's purposed viffitt. 
: '^86 &r ftoih it,^ rqplied Edward, ^ I 
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tiarer see thart; heavenly ftee, but it Mii 
nates and supports me in the sacrifiee 1 
am about to make, ^^e devotion wbieb 
filb one person vnth melancholy and 
gloom/ exalts another to the highest pitch 
of enthusiasm." 

• ' *• And yet," says Gildon, •* every one 
would choose, I should suppose, to be near 
the shrine of his devotions;*^ * . 

"^ That ought to depend,^ said Edt«»i^i 
"upon wbere^be can b^iit serve ibe^hc^ 
cause to which he has devoted hiMSefll 
No r. he continued, ^* the hand that 1 o^ 
for Matilda shall be deemed by others, tH 
well as by herself, worthy her acceptance. 
I know too well the effbrts the oecarion 
requires, but I am prepared to meet them.^ 

Gildon, finding he had not been able to 
make any impression on Edward's- pun- 
pose, and knowing the inflexibility of his 
temper, changed the subject, and obser^- 
ved, that as Edward would - no doubt . n6- 
company his sister to Fredericksbiu*g^ he 
must prepare to take his leave, though he 
had hat yet determined' whiiiter he should 
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bend his course, wheth^ to the Springs 
or to New- York. But if he were to con- 
sult hi^ own inclinations, he should at- 
tend them to Fredericksburg, provided 
there was no objection on the part of Miss 
Grayson or her friends. 

" While there is any thing like uncer^ 
tain ty in the result of your attachment to 
Louisa, it should be made as little the 
subject of public observation and remark 
as possible^ I am confident that my mor 
ther,. and I should think my sister, would 
be decidedly opposed to your making one 
of her escort." 

" But I presume there would be no obi 
jection to my being at the races ?" said 
Gildon. 

,■' I should think not," answered Ed- 
ward, " provided you were not particular 
in your visits or attentions. On this con- 
dition, I can see no objection, except it 
may be imprudent in you both thus to 

encourage • hopes that may never be rea- 
lized." . 
;r" My dear fellow," said Gildoa; ^* w^ 
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haive already argued that matter: you 
have your own way, and you must let me 
have mine. — ^But here comes the major; 
and who is that dashing: blade with such 
a well-dressed servant behind him ?** 

** I imagine,** said Edward, ** it is the 
young South-Carolinian we have heard of.** 

" I was told yesterday,** said Gildon, 
" he was on his way to the Springs, and 
comes to renew his visit to your sister I 
suppose." 

Major Fawkner now entered, -and in- 
troduced Mr. Belmain, a young man of a 
slender figure and delicate and effeminate 
appearance, dressed in the extremity of 
the fashion, and wearing a pair of huissar 
boots, with large tassels dangling from the 
top — his hair turned up behind, and fast- 
ened with a small comb ; one of that class 
wno are viewed with a mixture of envy 
and contempt by the men, by great admi- 
ration by the women, and who are com- 
monly designated by some cant appella- 
tion of the day. Then they were called 
Jemmy Jessamies, and at present dandies. 
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He. was very volatile — ^had some natural 
generosity^ which was almost dioked by 
th^ weeds of vanity wd selfishness that 
bad beai suffered to grow around it ua? 
disturbed ; and a good, genius, whidi had 
been so little improved that he waa. de- 
void of all information, except on matters 
of dress, fashion, and etiquette. ^ 

Jkt the mention of Grayson's name he 
made a theatrical strut.«~^' The brother of 
Miss Grayson of Beachwood, I presumte ? 
I had often the honour of hearing your 
sister speak of you, sir. I hope she is 
welly a^d Mrs«. Grayson ? I should have 
dpne myself the honour to pay my respects 
this morning to ' the ladies, if I Imd not 
he^rdl should have the happiness of meet^ 
ing them here," taking out a fine cambric 
hi^nd^eircbief^ whose perfume of double- 
distilled lavender filled the room. 

" The ladies are now in the house, sir," 
said iEdwaf d, " and are very well" 

**,Ab! they h^ve arrived, have they? 
Early, upon my honour ! I became quite 
ii^d*lto>your early hours, sir, last summer, 



liiiien I had? .libei honourM^f pasring sotiit 
iame ini Vicguiuu^i^FoQr is out hour in 
Soatii-Carolina." 

. '* Yoiiau not Jbefore U9 inievery thing 
I se&i"^ mid^Qilian; who Mt not vrhsA 
precisely amoimted to jealousy, btit an 
irresktiible desire to amuse himself at "^ hi6 
expence. 

" Oh,, sir,** said Belmain, " we yield to 
the old domfnion in most things,'' hak 
with an air that sheared 1k>w- littk his opi^ 
nion agreed with bib- wbrdis; 

Tbe nn^^ gave the^ young gentleman a 
cordial: w^bme, and Edwatd tfao«ig(at 
there was a watmth and a kindness ivi^his 
manner towards himsdf, Wfaieh H^ had 
not experienced fer a lofig tlhie before. 
He told them he had returried" a day or 
twsD. previous froiKt the tvesterff ^sdrts of 
tbe state, where be bad been attending- a 
large survey ii£ lands on* the Kena'bwa, 
and with the fertitity of wbich he s^med 
greaify ples»ed. He spoke of the^ itqpid 
growthf of ) the westerh eonntry**«*«ad 
thbuglitif the dtSmm d tftelTnited'Stelm 
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could ever secure to themtelyes the right 
of deposite at New-Orleans, free from mo- 
lestation or duty from Spain, there would 
in less than a century be an immense po- 
pulation, and a very active trade on the 
Mississippi. He did not know a mode in 
which money could be so advantageously 
used ; and he wondered that more capital 
from New- York did not take that direc- 
tion. — Gildon thought their lands could 
never be valuable without the benefits of 
commerce and navigation, which the 
strong current of the Mississippi would 
prevent their ever enjoying.— Edward 
agreed that they might not be very rich, 
but thought they might continue to in- 
.creas^ in numbers, and that they could, 
by sending horses, cattle, and hogs, into 
the Atlantic states, procure as mudi mo- 
ney as their circumstances required^ with 
most of the comforts, and even some . of 
the luxuries of life. He reminded them, 
that cattle constituted the first medium of 
exchange with the Romans (whence their 
money was called pecunia), andL he be- 



YALLEY OF 8EENANDOAH. 49 

Keved thf^ P0W f(xvn^^the dnef imtru- 
toait of commerce in ^he WieMem Coun- 
tiy^^the iQeri3han|;s receiving cattle in ex- 
qhange for tbeir good8» until they pro- 
cured 9 dumber suffideut to mdce a drove. 

The South Carolinian; finding this oon- 
veraa^on very dull, walked up to one of 
t^ prints, hummiing a new tuni, and at 
length inquired who was for the Springs ? 
~^^ I hope, sir," addressing himself to Ed- 
ward, ^^ Miss Grayson will honour them 
with her presence ?" 

, ** My sister, sir, intends to go to Staf- 
ford in a few days.** 

r ** Ah, I am very sorry for tha^ upon 
my honour!" 

In this miscellaneous chitchat «i hpur 
or more passed away before .'the rest of the 
company arrived, when they beheld a large 
cavalcade coming down the avenue of aged 
elms, consisting of Mr. and Mrs. Browne 
and Mrs. Buckley in a handsome chariot, 
with a splendid new hammer^;k>th, and a 
servant in livery behind; the Miss Buck- 

. VOL. II. D 



le^ kit a pfadn^ neat esnikge^ dmwtt fei^ ^ 
twoi. large fat hones ; and some^ cfetew c * 
bdnnd, Mr;^ M^GoUooh and B^i MCul^ 
lodii in a: rickety reddtsh-coknired ooadiae^^ 
TKith' the x»ftaifi6 torn, rattling and dat* 
terii^ like a^ milUbopper, and* drawn by- 
two horses differing in colour, height^ ai^ 
fornix and agreeing only in being Yery 
po(^,.aiiiQkinitheir unwillingness- t^quieken^ 
tbeir pace, in tii?oeto overtake* the' ether 
cafriBgeS' before they readied^ the outer 
gate. But the frequent laskes from the 
vigorous viHTDi. of Jack Martin, Mr. M^Cul- 
loch's Jactotum, were unfivailing to this 
end; and. poop Jack j^lt - like" the gaellant 
captain of son;^e dull sailing fiigate^ wb9 
seeu^all the resfe of.tbeflbeti getting into 
afiticigk be&K.him, while he is <;c^kigiiv 
imn^lo j^mlAerlwaYe^fiqiiadreni ki the vaYiy 
feesstkifr own idMractev/^rill be eaUed h» 
quealaPD by thaiitardines& of Ae ship. . Bb 
fiaq^ly readuAitbii plane ^jd£pasite(4x> tiw 
grj3ii^rdkl of alipaitrttcx)noeme^ as mtVk 
tbo^fi^ wfae^ wime.mr.tfae^ yekiale-asiilAioM 
who were compelledto draw it, whett^ Ed- 
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ymAox^'^e .majot came^up^ t<^ hand ottt 
]!kfrft.e M^Ciiiociiy and-MisB ^aVb^ her nieoei 

% tins th)(»& old-M "Ciilloeh liiniself ari- 
rived, amd^ bellowed out—" Why^ Jack, 
whfft hm q&me to^yotr, driviag<at such a^ 
Jehu rate ? I could not keep up ' witfr' 
you»: Tajse it coolly » man; don't push 
your nags this wed^ev i'^ and ct^tainly' 
the ootidition of the poor animals- drip- 
ping with sweat, and tottering with wesak^ 
ness^ shewed that their powers' had been 
put to a severe test 

The ladies were all ushered, into Mirs. 
Fawkner's bedroom, and the gentlemen 
into the parlour, where M^Cullodi's arri- 
val infused new life in the party. The. 
ladies made their appearance in the par* 
lour before dinner^ seated around witk 
grelit* primness, and they would have been ' 
jrery dull but for the iiiidependent^ careless* 
hfumour of did M'CuUoch, who ocoasiom 
sify said ' something that diverted the 
wh«^e company^ and on whonrtheftr eyet- 
were generally turned with the expects 
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t}on of hearing something dhreitlng, good*- 
Igimoured, 01^ Wunt— •' Thej;; tell mfe, my 
little Lily,** said lie, 9ddl*6ssing hitnsdf to 
Louisa, '* that you are going to leave your: 
qative valley— pray how long will you 
stay?'* ; 

** I do not certainly know, sir ; perhapa 
I shall pass the winter below.*^ 

*^ That depends upon drcumstances I 
suppose," isaid he winking and chuckling. 

Louisa blushed; — ** It dep^ds upbn 
ntamma's wishes,*' she said. 

"I am glad to hear, however, y oii do 
not mean to leave the state." 

She blushed more deeply, and Mrs. 
M*Culloch, who sat by her, and whose 
quicker perceptions saw that the converr 
sation was, for, some reason, particularly 
wiacceptable, mildly said — ^* You are sucTi 
a favourite with Mr. M'CuUoch, that he 
never likes to hear of your going down 
the country " Then turning to her hus- 
b^nd^ she added—** How can you tease 

her so?" 

• .... • 

** See there," said be to Louisa, ** the 



dd lady's jealous, I must hush.'' And 
4»immg to Matiida—- *' Pray, my little stag- 
«yes, where do you go this summer?" 

••I stay at home,** she replied. 
: " Yesi Mr. M^Culloch;' said Mrs. Fawk* 
iier^ ** home is the best place for youiig 
people these hard titnes ; but I have had 
some notion of taking Matilda to Bath, if 
the major would get_me an additional pair 
of torises, as he has. been talking of ; bui 
he is always buying land, land — 1 am sick 
of so much land. — Are you going to trust 
Louisa with two?" to Mrs. Grayson. 
. *^ I never mean to keep more than a 
pair again,** said the other. 

" What do you say, Mr. Gildon, would 
you not like an exeur»on to Bath ?" 

" It would give ine great pleasure, Ina- 
dam, if I was not compelled to bend my 
course id another direction." 
> •* Do you return to New-York ?" 
\ **Not immediately, madam, as I now 
think." ; 

' : '^ I suppose you would have no objed^ 
tion, Mr. Belmain?" 



^ It^VflwU Might ineAtf «iiake%efie i^r 

8on,^«ii -idter yMir/wune> <tfnd'vlriit JBoth 
before yoU goto Siiafibid^ymi -will initke 
Alme didrtdit^ a()qil&ifi3Mncse ' there. I 
JcBow- set^eml %Feiy Jifgre^able -peofAe fram 
fiooth^tolia^ BaltiinbEe, and 'Mckmb^ 
'driH; ^o iirtSekId to go to Balh ^hto senoii.^ 

'* Her eoiisin expejcts her," said Mrl 
GrttysKH), '' in BlsMard, aor i irivoold Imve 
ilo oh^ecfioii ^to her '^oing; to' Bath, or isiny 
other^df 4he)q[>riiig^ 16 eempahywith Ma^ 
tilda." 

? Dittner^wltsaiow aiinoimced, 'and ^Mrs* 
Fawkner, ever on the fdert' to fiRtfaer<faef 
pUiq[>os^ aaid— '^ Cone, rMr. iSilddn, Imnd 
one oftteibdies," pMnting tdkfhdce Ma: 
tMk and iBiggy Buekley sat. 
- Hb aebordhi^tysdeet^'MartiHa^hi^ 
MCuUocfa todktheiiaild of 'the^otiieivwf ^ 
ing— ^ Uet lis '^HSe rjleof^e ]ga rtogedter.'^ 

" Mr. Gcagrafon, Mt^* ]&r6wne is hy'^cfu" 
continued the lady of the house, thuatcsir 
dMtfouring^ toffcdffawte fidrmvd^lhainr Ma^* 
tilda at table. 



'* i ^fahdc it ift imtter bavlnroos," said 
^ilden, ^afiui isovied doiwii bet wean tive 

Sd^inrd,. who had bentated to iptbce 
himself according to his inclinatien, from 
4be &tic of somerebufi; wbicfa be'c^^arfled 
fsiire oBr Matildafs acttunt ili8n.hk>o«lin9 
fiOW. ;'tndd«r-'^' iyknr ise ;to IbUow ao good 
sfibK e!xaiti|^,^;iasid miD^ed np to thb chut 
luifcitiicth Mittilda and the elder .Mass Bwsk^ 
ley, iitfoie iMsa. .f^MrJcnar ifaad 4Sa]e to 
pvaetisbiany.aew leffcAanded manteUTK. 

As^hdwever;tfalit lady ihadAinade aft ex- 
teacvdiaary . dSkeX^ aft .dispfaiy t^^day^ and 
her thoughts . weie raeoeasarily oteupied in 
att8n&)g^>t0:iiercdRqpaiiy^)d3e4]id>not 
safest '^her iwronted >litipatienBe cat being 
foikd. 

)The table gMMiedwiA a.|nx>lii8ion of 
metita^«id ir^ctebbB^^amdi. att diwr ^pkte^ 
itKtN{^s» and qAina»oi»etef J adi a ttted, leven 
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to the smallest artide. But it was in the 
B^3l^ that her chief art and skill had be^ 
expended ; there custards and syllabubsf, 
trifles and floating islands, and tarts, add 
puddings, arid jellies, and slireatnieats, set 
out in a handson^e service of cut glass, dis^ 
tracted the choice with the variety, and 
gratified her pride of wealth as well as of 
housewifery. * 

Edward, happy in bang placed by the 
side of Matilda^ and fearful of rousing her 
mother's displeasure; ventured to speak to 
her only oh general subjects; and so di« 
vided his attentions between Matilda and 
Miss Margaret, that a careless observer 
woiild have supposed he regarded them 
with equal interest; but a practised eye 
might have seen that when he spoke to 
Miss Buckley, his manner was n^ore^bur- 
ried, and at the same time hiore scrupu* 
loiisly polite, but that his air was more 
serious wl^en addressing Miss Fawknefi . 

^.Mis it true," said Matilda, /^tbat you do 
not return to Frederick with Louisa ?*' >^ 

« I think I shall not," said he. " I wish 
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td'haie'an opportunity of tonsultingf with 
my Mends before I set out.— --Do, Mi^ 
Buckley , let me belp you to an ice cream.? 

** Have you an ibe-house yet, madam ?"? 
said Mh. Fawkner to Mts. Grayson ; •* I 
wonder how yoii do without diie— they 
are so convenient" 

^* I have never been accustomed to the 
convenience," said Mrs.' Grayson. 
' " Positively, I had as lieve be i^ithbut 
a smoke-house,'' said Mrs. Fawkner. 

" Oh/they must be so fine for milk and 
butter!" said Mrs. Buckley ; " my sister 
Browne says every family in^ Alexandria 
is supplied with ice at three cents a pound." 
• , " Well, give me a good spnng-house," 
said M'CuUoch, '^ with the old lady ther^ 
to' scold the dairy-maids, and I'd wish for 
nothing cooler. Every thing in season. 
There's a time for all things, as the wiise 
man says; and I care as little' for ice in " 

summer as for cucumbers in wihter.-^Mr& 

♦ 

Grayson, shall I join you in' a glass of 
wine ? that is always in season." 

»8 
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the little ^eQ{li|Aiilim& md'eipriMBabs'of 
«Biident€M' firitli <wiiieh jhefwrnitd -^AisAe^ 
f^ttflly ^ontrhre ^to- address: r{x)ttm,; and 
#lth[ 'panyii^ >die (i^eskidns 'and ^[dod^ 
natitped ffid Ae^iiddlendif t^ny Bockley. * 

*' Oh, Mr. Gildon, I beard eucb a piece 
of new^ — that Frederic i6 4;o lose one of 
its greatestibelfes." ,. 

** Whatl are ycm ^oirig to be married ?" 
said ha. 

' TUk lady ^gav^ one of her geadibd^lour- 
ediiitters, and ^d^-^** You -are iixdi an 
odd f man, *Mr.' Gild<»i — you know what I 
hmin." 

^^ "Sdmetimes I am so^Drtmiate;ina*aTn," 
said' he. "But as her habitual kogfi was 
not ^to hearty as before, he promptly add^ 
ed--^^* Shall I 'have the honour of a glass' 
of wine, madam? That young gentled 
man looks this' way very olften-^I verily 
tibinlc, -Miss Fannyj'you've made a -con- 
quest ; he is a great admirer of iiew-^-* 
shions." 

^ Louisa," said slie, leaning a little back,. 



p«kteni^wtt^kit fiicuirnefbiimght up/' 
'' Tiua^^b erne I am; weiMftilg. . Do you 

!^' Oh } ¥Ctfy mucli; ifc isrvery :faeocMmog.'' 
• ^ WoUfcXtim ^lad to/faeafjBoti ]isa7<ac>*<^ 
y(Ni hate^^o ^9od a taste. But -Mr, <jrii- 
don'SiinifitakeQ; that lyouil^ tgwtkiiiaii is 
lookiqgrtojMMirds another ,'^naoq,''^widki«g 
sigmficantly to Loai&a ; '* theiy $^ he is 
immensely jdcb;' but! ilpn't think bim 
handsome ; *he has such ai finieal I^ok." , 

4J1 thistwhilo young Bebnainytwho* hgr 
tbefdextereuB retreat of 6iIdon» liad^been 
placed between Mrs. Buokley and Mhb. 
Browne, and was the only qpe wlip had 
not profited by his own aiigge^lton* ^t 
khflowing his eyes aeroas the .tabk« en vy- 
ing the happiness of GildcHifandfomenting 
that he had;iio importunity ofishewing his 
sel&impcfftatH^ by reason of itheianceR^iiig 
gamrnlity of., Mrs. .Biielcley. ^hit goo^ 
lady had been giving -hhn minute/ details 
of her household, thei nQtahle>qp2a]ities of 



her dftughta^, theimKiutiir deoisloM nf Het' 
sister Browne^ and «oiiie of her asTgiMneiitaf 
on &inily matters with Mn Backley^ till 
he jfairly wished the whole famiiy at Jeri^ 
chp. It was in vain that be^deavocired^ 
to *break the. thre^id of her discouinie, by 
asking" for the honour of drinking wine 
with ev^ body at table; no spid» was 
ever more nimble and dexterous at dosing 
up a breach in his web.-—'* And so, sir, as 
I was telling yoU| sister Browne said t6 
me, or said to Mr, Buckley * ^ He at 
length put on such a half-beseeching, half* 
despairing look^ that he afforded infinite 
amusement to Gildon, who also contrived 
to make LfOuisa partake of his sly pastime. 
But, saving this mortified gallant and Mrs. 
Fawkner, whjBn her eye, glaring around 
the table, lighted upon Edward, speaking 
with a f^ensive air to Matilda, who was 
lining with evijdent intereA and plea* 
sure, it may be safely said that there wad 
not a knore pleased or joyous ^ company 
that day in all Virginia. 
The ladies ros^ from table sooth i^er' 
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the blotb was ^ecnoired^ and tKe geiitle^ 
inen» at least the/senionr, appeared' Bisposed 
to da bonottr to f hdr guesf s wine, which 
was the best that Alexandria could afibrdl 
anji they had the benefit of ice, rather a 
rare luxury at that time. The skill which 
each of the guests happened ta possess oh 
thill fefiile theme was first brought fortk 
They then conversed on diflerent topics 
of farming, which appeared to Gtldon to 
be^ inexhaustiUej but in which he was 
able- to bear little part. The wonders of 
plaster — the benefits of deep ploughing — 
the remedies for tiie Hessian fly«^the best 
pllm of a thrashing machine— of curing 
clover— of saving its seed— the various 
species of meadow grasses, and the ad van* 
tages and peculiarities of the May wheat 
(then ^rst getting into use), all were dis- 
cussed in succession, and famished, twb 
sides, and sometimes more, to an atrgu^ 
ment. ♦ : . • • , . . . ,.: 

At length the mmtsof a plough, which 
Mr. Jefferson had lately recommended^ 
bei^ meutibii^'^ the conversation seem- 



cd ^mpMihittly altoirt >to jbowc (| tol iti<wfc 
IrbeD JfCitlkeh, mho «w €bgA SdwmA 
wasiprepwed Id aeoept ih^AAxKitmhiA 
be lad umranly ilnown. liDv^ and jre>^ 
Btieoibenng their fanner alteication^'saiit^ 
^ Nonir when I was of :yoiir ag^ ladg* I 
Aoaldas soon have thetight of rotayiig 
myiviUy as of staying bo long vnlth -a pit^ 
eri of greybeards nvhen there wMe pretty 
hsses in the house*. But ye ate ra . deg&^ 
aerate raoe^ and I will not own^yolt for 
y ii^piiians, much less for mountailieersr 

Gildon >tmd Edward, ^mi^o had ^he^n 
ftmde latne i#atebii^ for 'an ^itp^rtumty df 
atariing away, immediately profited by 
tbe :hint» land rase from the table; and 
Belmain^ ^wbo had been in purgatory all 
imy, sinoe he could aeither make love nor 
tiik «iefvhiiK»elf, wafi Mttle rless pleased at 
the ratease thm they.-^'' I have .be^^ 

most delectably ent^tained, iq>an :iny ^ho^ 
nour,*' sQid he, " with my sister Brpume^ 
atad my ^daughter Margaret; and how 
hiqipily too we wiere loj3atfed!" 
V< It :i9 no nwoomion thing;'' replied 



QXtdoAf * fof ihnie'> wfad^ introdiW |piM 
iropmremeftts ito Map' titter katt ^fatifeflt 
irein ttiefn*^ ^ 

' They ^fouiid ^'the* eUev) faidies) m the 
dniwhig^iioolB, atid > ^e yooi^ger ^m hhe 
pcNTtioo or the garden. Ediwrd ^caogfllt a 
gfitnpjie of Matilda, "sitting an *ii«r iilftle 
bdwer MKith his sister, and be^lt-astrtrng 
Impulcie ^to jotri them^ \Ait the 'presence 
imd ever- watbhful eye of > Mrs. - S*awkiilBi' 
resMrained him. Matilda had pibfaafa^ 
Sf^aaewtiat ^of the same apprekehaion,'^ as 
they sbon returned 'to -thd bouse. ? 

Miss FanAy Biafekley ^bsfd ptopos^d 'to 
trice a ^vttlk l)y a pubtic -rdiftd runntjig 
ailmg the bai^ df the river; for the pur^ 
pose of Visiting the seat of a French gen<» 
tleman about two miles above the Eltais, 
tlietasCef a»d cfxpenoe of ivliwe iftiprove^^ 
men ta rhad beeokne - the subject' of general 
cbnversation in the netgbboiliiidod, and 
cbniequently of exaggerated deteriptlcm^ 
Mrs. F^wkni^obj^tted to the length fof 
the walk,; and^tko'dan^fpness cif thefgrouiid^ 
for it had Mteed fherdvetingr be6)lre» and 
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Mrs. Grayson abb discoitraged it; but 
finding that the young peo|)le promised 
themselves so much pleasure from the vi^ 
Aif she ceased ta make further objectidn, 
arid finally became ian advocate fbr it. 
. They accordingly had on their bonnets 
and gipsy hats in a trice, and set off; the 
party consisting of five young ladies, the 
two Misses Buckley^ Louisa, Matilda, and 
Miss Tabb, escorted by Gildon, Edward, 
Belmain, and Frank M'Ciillodh. Bel- 
main, who seemed determined to make 
up for the time he had lost at the dinner- 
table, stuck close to the side of Louisa, 
whose good-breeding and. natural sweet- 
ness of disposition were thus put seveiiely 
to the test. Anticipating rivalship, he 
had been very prompt in offering his arrii 
to Louisa, and Gildon had, on his part, 
been restrained, by way of giving an ear- 
nest of his forbearance ahd self-command, 
and of shewing that he was not unmind- 
ful of his promise to Edward. He there- 
fore made a virtue of necessity ; and seeing 
that Edward and Matilda kept kt a dis- 
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tanoe from each other^ he offered his as- 
aistance to the latter. The jounger Miss 
B«oWey, who ™ g^tly «t«hed t* 
Liouisa, and did not like her oomt>any the 
less for bei&g attended by a gay and ^ 
shionable young man^ put herself in such 
a ^tuation that Bdmain was obliged to 
ask' hejr acceptance of his other arm. £d^ 
ward walked with Miss Peggy Buckley, 
the least attractive of the company, and 
Fi«ink.M'Culloch with his iWely hoyden^ 
ish cousin, whose free and frolicsome hu- 
mour seemed to have made a strong im- 
pression on him. - 

It w:as about six o*olock on a fine snm^ 
mer ■ evening,, at the latter end of Au* 
giist, when the heat of the season and of 
the day had so abated, that one could not 
pronounce the temperature too hot or too 
cold. The road ran along, and we pre- 
sume still does, the banks of the river^ on 
a black sandy soil, which is neither miry 
in w.inter nor dusty in summer, but is at 
once level, smooth, and firrh, and is for 
the most part ^e&qded from the rays of 
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the: midday )S)iii i>yet]ie> BfiMoame^ )aimbf 
wsibiut^ ^nd ^Im, ff^vfb^ lu&udaDtty 
along .the banks of the riv^e^ end ^Hi:tbe 
.borders of the fence that endoeea the flat 
lands. Sometioies the Jiills > approach so 
Bear the river as to )iave made it^esmBtay 
(to cut OiUt the road^ atid in these piaoefrat 
jf5 aomewhat mugh and ^lony—^thQy serve 
bowtBver as muks to cUyide the distance 
^ one's JBind> and to make one wore sen* 
j^bleof the gMdness of the other pHrts ctf 
thf Epad. The ocder of the Ime oi, mtmtk 
n^-not exactly suchvds some of the party 
would have chosen, but tb^ were^ wititwa 
jsij^ -wd healing ^ the olgeets of Ahdr 
jiSsicHon, and >they all ec^yed the miicU 
jateas ipf the eviening,;;ihe. beastty, of >khe 
amnbryrand tbe^sweet^munaur of thetia<- 
iva*, Afaan Iveny loiv^ but clear iasjrookorya^ 
ial/ a«^mflecting t|ie an^S)fif.the declining 
aun f throng the thaak foliage. of: tike Aims 
avid tbevines^n the hafik.. 

When .^ey reached the plwe they art 
^allt ^ tmit, f^Qsei ^bo.lwul men . It betee 
^GMMidit'aiideed-grtetly ^ ao^ 



ilfeliisli^V i»t fiir sliort of tlillt^oCtff fidty 
Anefamtment and cbstfy deMra^bion whh^ 
4h0ir yebtbftil Ddioies had d^itMA. It 
^as hoinrrrer Tia^y a pretty plaee; and 
^aMrani^ 'tiie iinpra^emeiits woakl not 
rank very fa^ wi^'tfaoibe who have fiean 
4iHs^beaQtiftil'and finished pleasure-ground 
fof 'Enibpe^ y^t art had here befi^n sdffi- 
leifiitly suec^aful in embellishing nature, 
'wSthoii^ disguising her, to make it seem a 
very pleasant spot to any taste ^haw&r^ 
fitttftdkms» ind to ef&ette ^eat admiration 
'wiikh ^tiie inexperieirced. ' The prdprietar 
4iapjpaliM*11i^n to *be absent on a trip to 
4hb^iA9i^h, and fhe servants, aoeordiiig'tb 
.fbe^dii^Mitions th^ had i^deived, very tii^ 
vSlhf asked - the ladiea and gentlemen ta 
4?alkanto the house, as'wdl m to V«^ 
tlM^^^unds; 

"< A long ^piteza, overlooking Ae mef, 
imm from aite end t^i the building to tb^ 
btiier, and^ere'tbe party sat td imtthem^ 
sdrnt iiam *the fiitigues tif Acir^ walk^' laid 
Aim 4he ^^minciioe' en ivUgIi - tfae 'h<ta«B 
«to6d,<tt> ^^Mw 4dhe itnrtirftd^rimjirdsrw^^ 
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tbftthad bew.finiflfced, ot tv!ere thed in 
^icecqtiioD^ as well as the more magnifioeift 
ibeaijtijes of nature^ in the woody moun- 
tain before them, atretehing away to the 
sQuth^west, until its dark sides, growing 
of a ^gfater and lighter hue^ melted' into a 
•pale l^uish grey, and.in.'the'Iovdy Sh^ 
nandc^h, washing the base of the blue 
ridge^ and bearing its limpid waters in a 
gentle stream te mingle with those of the 
Potomac. . •' 

i A Very civil swarthy old Frenchman, 
dressed in clothes that were neat and 
dean, but quite threadbare, with his long 
hah* queued behind^ was foremost in dcing 
4he honours of the place. . He took partis 
>cular pains in shewing the young folks 
his flowers, among, which were sbnie rare 
exotics. Most of the company, impatient 
,to siee all. that was new and curious, flew 
from . bower to parterre-^from the sum- 
4nerhouse to the greenhouse*— or looked 
at the pictures? or prints, or casts, or new 
^uid styJii^ furniture of the mansion. Ma^ 
iilda and Louisa teamed inclined to witlu 
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dhiw from the rest of the company, which 
fliey found not very easy, lis Belmi^in, • 
dated with his past soccess, ajid ndthihg^ 
checked by the coldness of Louisa, which 
was more than counteracted by the eyer 
ready civility and compliments of Fanny 
Buckley, still ihsiitted on being af her side. 
But Gildon perceiving this, obseryed thiat 
the ladies had probably much to say to 
each other, as they were so soon to part, 
and taking him by the arm, half forced 
him to look at a ilsh-pond, made* in a little 
brook that emptied itself into the river' 
about two hundred yards from the house. 
* t Edward then joined them privately, 
loid said to Gildon — " Would it be pos- 
sible for me to have ten minutes' conver- 
sation with Matilda without attracting 
observation ?" 

* ** Certainly,'* said Gildon, " you can go 
in pursuit of your sister; who is with her, 
and. she can keep- sehtinel ' at the door of 
the summerhouse; while you and Miss 
Eawkner are within ; or 1 can pret^d to 
hftv^ discovered some new wonder in this 
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EiyauiDf aed is their et^gerni^ to aee? itl) 
they will never perceive that you are cdbi-^ 
seat it: and when they return, they witt.of; 
coiat^coniclude that Miss Fawkner ia bxh. 
amraing. some of the old citizen's curious^ 
flowera." 

'* WelU I will mention it to my sistei^^ 
who can propose it to Matilda; but I mudi. 
question if she will consent, she is so. 
averse to every thing like artifice." 

The proposal was accordingly made . to 
Matilda, who immediately said~-^ My 
dear. lx>uisa, you know my sentiments ten- 
wards.^ your brother; I have never ^8*-.. 
guised them even from him ; but I feel 
grtat repugnance to any interview with 
htm against the knowledge of my parents^ 
and.at^thie time it would have too much 
the air of trick and managem^rt* I ma^ ^ 
SQRE^elimes be disobedient to them-^I fear 
I am SQ. toQ.oftea ; but I wiU not deeeuire . 
tkem.. Tell 3rour brother to ride dima to 
tfeaJBlm8..8oa^mfnrniag, before 1^ leavM^ 
Fi^deriek; I will meiptibn to my moitor: 
tbatd bei widiss. to ojnverse .mrivat^. M!Xth 



me/ and' ahe' wiM, wben tbuis consutted, 
probably Gopsentt but if slVe^ objeet^, I 
will then deterraine whether we- had bet- 
ter coBiirtuirieateoirr senthnents by letter." 

Looisft itiadeafaint endeavour to change 
her purpose, hat knowing her inflexibiHty, 
soon desi^sed: She returned to her - bro- 
iJier with Matilda*^ answer, and he imme- 
diately expressed a» much surprise and in- 
dignant complaint, as if he'had entertam- 
ed'no doubt of her compliance. 

" Yes, I see how^ it is,*' said he ; ^ Ma- 
tilda ia already cooled in her affectioii^, or 
she-would TiCTer have refused' so reason-' 
aide a request.*— Did yott intimate to her 
my purpose?** addressing hinrself to Lou- 
isa. ' * 

^ I did,' and she entirely approves it.' 
Shes^ if any thing could exalt you in 
her eyes; it would have been sucfr an act 
of sdftdetrial and disinterestedness^ in-' 
deed, brother, you do Matilda iigustice; 
she reaBy loves you, and her littachtnenf 
iir DOW stronger than ever.'' 

''But this is such refined and*filstldidus 
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prudence/' said be; /^ such scrupulouf 
caution is Inconsistent with that waro^th 
whipb genuine love inspires." 

He thXis went on, with the inoc^Mist^icy 
of vehement tempers under the influeitce 
i^f disappointment, imputing b^ r^^fufal 
to dny thing rather than the same sense of 
self-respect which supported him in the 
course he himself wa^ taking. 
, Ix>uisa, moved by the distress which 
her brother seemed to suffer, and thinl^ng 
moreover that there was something • of 
prudery in Matilda's scruples, good-natu- 
redly promised that she ^vould still endea* 
your to. procure him an interview. She 
mentioned the matter to Fanny Buck* 
ley, to whom she confided all secrets but 
her own, and many of those too, when 
that good-natured damsel very promptly 
agreed that it was, a most unreasomrble, 
c]:uel,.and ridiculous refusal on the part of 
Matilda, and insisted that they should 
contrive Edward an opportunity of con- 
versing with her. on their way home, if 
not before. 



^ !Biws|rd; in the mean' wfa9e gloomy and 
vexed, and disappointed, sauntered about 
the gaiden by himself aqd withdrew from 
the rest o£ the company, though he en^ 
deayoured to\ nlake it appear; the effect of 
^oeidenl Matilda was distressed at the 
mkml she had been oblig^ to give, and 
when she saw him apparently muskig and 
abstracted, when she recollected how di& 
ferent his situation and feelings, now were 
^m what they had been tine year befin^, 
and that he was, under the pressure of the 
ehiuigf, about to exile himself fi'om his 
&Biily and friende, she felt for him most 
keenly, and almost relented. She how- 
ever maintained her resolution, though 
she did not withl?io)d her pity, and in her 
ttvely sympathy could not refrain from 
tears. Taking Liouisa's arm, she endea- 
voured to approach him, hut he still aviaid* 
ed them. When being near. her, hatunip 
ed dff, aha called alotadr-'' Mr^ Gf^iyfiflp/'] 
and cfflfering him a sprig of niighmiettc^: 
in a whisper, ** Sdward^ if you could 
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read my heart, you would pity rather 
than blame me." 

Edward was greatly moved at this proof 
of tenderness and humility, and was mor- 
tified at the part he had acted.-*— *' Forgive 
me, Matilda," said he, ** I have been un« 
treasonable ^ upon which she held out her 
hand, and smiling througfar the tears which 
she had not been able to conceal, she prp- 
posed to join the rest of the party who 
were examining a small obelisk, in a rer 
tired part of the garden, surrounded by 
cypress and yew, and which the proprietor 
had erected to the memory of his deceased 
wife. 

By the time the party had run over the 
garden and surrounding grounds, and sur** 
veyed all the improvements, finished or 
unfinished, the sun had sunk behind the 
western hills, and warned them it was 
time to retunk As they were pr^aring 
to set out, monsieur La Porte insisted on 
tbeir doing him the honour of tasting one 
cf his oantelope melons, which they ooujd 
|K>t refuse, and he further begged Matilda, 
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who had shewp herself most of a florist, to 
accept a bouquet of the choicest flowers 
he had then in bloom. They then took 
their leave, having, with some hesitation, 
prevailed on him to accept a small grati- 
fication for his attention. 

When about to return to the Elms, Gil- 
doh made some overture to assist Louisa ; 
but on Belmain also claiming his right, 
she said — ** Excuse me, gentlemen. Miss 
Eawkner must be my beau this evening ;'* 
and Belmain, finding his entreaties una- 
vailing, proposed to take charge of Miss 
Fanny Buckley ; but she, having another 
object in view, had put herself under the 
protection of Edward. 

Frank M'CuUoch and* his cousin had 
started oS at the first talk of returning, 
saying — '* We shall all be in the hight, 
and father is a spluttering piightily before 
this.'' 

Mr. Belmain was not a little piqued to 
find himself thus excluded, and seemed 
about to walk by himself; when Miss 

E 2 
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J'anny^ Tiiip always hated :to give otbxm, 
paitio^liirly to so fts^nable a gentlepnaa, 
8ai<t-^*' Sfist^r, I tramfer my bean to you, 
while I aiQ lalk^i^ sc^^reti with Mm 
Grayson f upon wbiob Mi$^ Peggy a»ule4 
and appearing nothing loath, he; wa^ iojieed 
to Qffer hia ai^sistancct, spying—" M^cbtn, 
sbaU I haye the honqur ?'*--rbut shewing 
by his manneir that h^ thought he was 
conferring: ons. ^ . 

Qildco:^ )MfL\f^ to hj^ve Louisa's so^ty, 
at :^r5t strolled snU^pIy on by hlPPsjelf; 
but soqm. sought to gratify his taste for the 
ludipTOUS* by joining Miss Peggy and th# 
3outh-CaroUmaq. iVIatilda arul^ I^iOuiM 
brought up the rean The fqrjoQf^r^ wh^ 
was not SO occupied with her own, dis- 
tresses as to \fe in^iffer^n^ to the qmo^m 
of her firiewj, inquired of I^ouisaof h§r 
prospects with h?ar lover ; an4 wbfiij sh^ 
understood the actual state of things, fjlg^ 
Recommended : to her fri^n^ the|^e|ij|est 
pircumsp^ption in her pondifct, aVf^ urgf^ 
her to object tp Qildon's att^iiding h@r a6 
the races*— -" If he wa^ sincere in his at- 
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tachment/' ^e ^6$ervcki, ** and iirab^rartiiyi 
of her affeotion» a« she tvutfed he ira% 
$|i6b diseiMion would bat exdt' ber. ia hb 
eyes, md sttimilate hint in hia eSR^ris to 
pi!Qei»re the Gcmaeiit of Us fativer; ani if 
any thii% should faappen-***-^*-^ - 

^ Ofa^ do not tnewtiion it, Matilda t my 
imagination. turns Aom that picture witfi 
hofrofv I must hope for the be§t, and I 
moref And :more feel-tliat in sueh a state ef 
^1^^ I should ccvtainiy iose my KftSdn.*^ 
. ^ Tbere- aR« events in life, tny dew 
Louisa, to xnaist which we ^ have ^need of 
dtmriftnrtatude. It^isolkitt wbaft ycm owe 
y0BT exodlent ni9ther-~what yoo ^owe -to 
ymrself. . ^cevsHomi yamrself, moredvev, 
to <x)ilten]plttte what is 'Asagreeable som^ 
taaes; Mooe they: who only Imdk to Irbe 
Wgfat flUe of things, ^y isp fiir themselves 
a 'good stone of disappointment. Heaven 
knbwsf flftd. tbe m^ that eseaped bar, 
on "mioReeting bow different wete ber 
feeHngS'when 4bey limt oomrersed on her 
ib^n 'bappy hive, «Dd ondbodedrpraspects, 

:' 0- .;■ ' . 
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reminded Louisa that she was not the 
only one who needed svqapathy. 
' Remembering then her promise to Ed- 
ward, Louisa again interceded with Ma- 
tilda to grant hiih an Interview that evafi- 
ing; when Fanny Buckley, turning sud- 
denly round, according to an ingenious 
^heme she had been some time planning, 
insisted that Matilda should not monopo* 
lize Louisa Grays<Mi any longed ; that she 
wpuld make her as grave and serious^ 
she was hei«elf.— *^ Only see now,** swd 
she, looking under Louisa's gipsy^ x** if 
she has not been crying.-— I shall leave 
you, Mr. Grayson," disengaging herself 
from his arm, ** and try to raise your sis« 
ter's spirits. Matilda, I cannot let you 
have Louisa altogether to yourself, when 
she IS to leave us next week ;" and, ad she 
spoke, seized on the unresisting Louisa^as 
a kite seizes on a chicken, and bwe her 
off in triumph. Nor was it until Edward, 
seeing Matilda alone, said^^*' tie hoped 
she would not now olgect to a^pept his 
assistande,** that she suspected the whole 
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tD be a piece of contrfvatioe^ of the tcbom^ 
modating Miss Buckky. 

Matilda thought it would look like 
prtidery and a£Pectation to make further 
resistance when her resolutions of pru« 
dence aad propriety were thus frustrated, 
a«d she yielded to the necessity with a 
good grace — with more pleasure, indeed, 
than she was wiUing to allow, even to her* 
self* At first she kept close to the two 
young ladies, in spite of Edward's gentle 
endeavours to detain her, and of their 
quickened pace. But as her lover^s con-^ 
versation became more animated, and he 
spoke with greater feeling, their gait in- 
setimbly shcken^, and ere they had pro- 
ceeded a mile, they were moK than a 
quarter behind* 

After renewing those professions which 
loters are never tired of making or hear^^ 
ing, he procee^d to detail to her the parr 
tieulars of his several ^n& of qualify ixfg 
himself for the bar, of settHng his father's; 
estate, imd of pax>viding an asyluni fi»r.}»si 
mother and sist«. He spoke of hk anxietjt : 
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fiminess and the pciiddiice birth of OHdon; 
and his mteft, whose sanguine and entlia- 
siastic temper^ if longer iiMlulgcd, ymakd 
rencfer a disappointment worse tban'dteth 
-7-whidi opinkin Matilda tmifirmed, and 
urged 'him to insist on Gildon's immediate 
rettim to, New-York, that absenoe and lier 
owa prudent counsels might restore her 
mind tb its proper tone. He then ok- 
tftined a {NXHoisiet firom her to write to faam^^ 
t^odgh she refused to carry on anijr eoito- 
spoad^toee wbteh ^e ekould find k n^oesi 
S9ry to.cohetel 'from heg^fmaSfy. 
' By this tkne jbfaey had reached lapaotof 
the rdadwMre the fadU jvts ia^to^Miorisr. 
tberiter, sad «t onoe Ihnjrtb the dteiaiit 
of major Fawkner and the vi^w^ of the 
rdad from ihe Elffis^; wiien theyotmg la- 
dies who wer6 before stopped to wait fbr 
the lovfers^ who, in the interestii^ conyer- 
9tidh 'they had ^earned <on, had \uot .per- 
oeivddtbal; they . were varyf M fasfhiiid die 
mrt,^dth&t4tmi91MM«MnB%t Mftttda 
ng^ began t6 AffarM^e JkhouU liMJvrtfar 'dia* 



pleKumof hertteotber^^nift -whoE sbe iiiked 
Matt nmre^ lie fiaffnted^ of adm^enent ; 
hilt ^bfe;^m^it ihe tmiiUiBbt i^pittlie 
ainf of Edward, without giving some oo^ 
loitt' toitwr an«|^dkih. 

Skimy^ildbfey; li0(fine¥er; aoonrreUeved 
]ier*fk)nr:lier tdifBcpIties^ for when tibey 
«me mp, ^s:^ said*-^** Well, MfrinUa, as 
yottcbarve faaan a^ood ^irl, and kave pixr*^ 
praelyikept bwk until Lonisa and I have 
tdked all our secrets, X wiH diow ^give iter 
up to ycai» and take my tbeau agaih,'^ 
tbmstifig liw wm into Edward's. 

.Matildft AmiledfrMtying*^'' Go m^ FiAiiiy 
Suckley^yoD are aaodd;girl f miigettiiy 
iiisengaging beraelf from Edwais], teak 
XiOuisa by the arm and followed idn* 
. , They now quickened Ifyf^ p9ce, mad 
saw Frank MK^ttUochand hiisroQiiffin going 
into the house, and Beknsdn, mth tMiss 
fiuckley and Qildon, near the gate, waikh 
ing slowly land looking behind. 

tWhen tbey reaehedthe^EloQis, the dur^ 
riages w^re -drawn up itft. tfie rgate, and 

jE 9' : . - 



Sfi VALLEY OF BHEKAKDOAttf 

waitiiig fcN* orders to drive in, Bfrs; 
Browne's xhowy equipage in ^e Tan, and 
MCullodi's modestly hanging bade in the 
rear. ♦ ■ 

'* Why, Bess, you baggage, where have 
you been for this hour ?'' said he to Miss 
TaUb-^" ypu have kept your iiiint'a wait-^ 
ing till she is out of all patience^^nd h» 
beasts are not like your town-pampered 
jades.~-I make every thing work with 
me, Mrs. Browne.<-nJack Martin, as the 
bther ladies an't ready, drive up.** . ' 

" How, Mr. M'CuUoch r said his wife, 
with more quickness than usual, though 
still with meekness — ^* Don't be in such a 
hurry. Jack, I say !" raising her voice.— 
" Would you have me," said his help* 
mate, a little more animated than before, 
** go without taking leave of Matilda ?"* 

^' Pshaw, wife ! you will be an hour 
taking leave, and the moon will be down 
before you get home.-^Jack Martin i'^ 
<»Hing with the voice of Stentor*-^** that 
fellow always likes to go in a crowd.^ ^ 

" Mr. M'Culloch,"said Mre. M'CuUoeb, 



with t :fniQbe/bd8eechil^ iswA^itiiesi the 
efficacy of whieh she had no doabtofteft 
experiteoed -beii»e, ^ do let me take leave 
of Loiraa hefinre she goes down the conn^ 
try : I shall have no chance of seding her 
again. . • * 

^' Ah, my lily of the valley !— why, I 
want to shake her by the hand, and give 
her a piece of advice mjrself.'' 

By this time Jack Martin, who had 
disregarded the first commands of hia maa^ 
ter, no longer having the pretatt of Aot 
hearing, was by ' a few flourishes of his 
whip, and some sly cuts, which he endea- 
voured to make effectual with' as. little 
noise as poissable, endeavoming to take tJie 
post of honour, when M'CuUocfa oalled 
out — ** You may wait. Jade ; your mis- 
tress isn^t ready yet ;" a commafod which 
ihe horses seemed to understand quite as 
well as their driver, for they did liot moVe 
an inch from the spot. 

^ Yoii isee, madam,** turning to Mrs. 
Browne^ who stood foremost in the partiei^ 
' the ladies will always'have their wa^.**;: 
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^ Seme faive <b« alt, n^^^dein^ x^mHi^^ 
msA ' neter leteiiiig sto «iri^"f tnii .Mn 

^< Thank you, my dear," replied Aln. 
Brn*«e.4-^ Ymieall h tUvee^lerf fO Mr. 
IMisyXl^k^ madam;'^ teraiitg to 
Mrs. Fawkii&r; who 'WkbM\ loolda^ <kfrik 
ladkravda the ^ate^ a^pakenfcly^so^imich ab» 
'ilncled Us 4b ghne no ^atteiltibn ^to fvihbt 
%tts )»istitfig aipttiiA her. , . 

*''MMtitti;i beg pardon. Yw,.maidaiiK 
•ift iatwofinibf^^loilg miles ishfays. think 
iMtm. It is 80rimpru&iit>fti4h€«e ^ils to 
Mfaly^bUt so late on tlie- rHF^^taik^-^iKlai- 
Hfltta akteaay kds a ^oda/' 
' '7hef second party now oame^ Up. 
> And what h» bdoome^of I^fiMiUaand 
^JLorifS8?''^mA^e hadMikcd to ^bayelsaiO, 

** Oh, they ^alk^ so slow \wt -were 
4ii^ of waiting for them,'' said Mis6 Peg- 
^ ; ^ boitr Mr. Belflniaii is^atiiios^aavskMr 
a"??alkcr^^tkey.'* 
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f.V iii#niilwfiiil' i»impfakt ypH^-atf 
adm," Miarhej. YrwHfell' as it wastdUeirf 

**€iii]tf imr a?* tiiaughtiflte sand >iia|)r(u 
aent !^ Bidtf > Mm. rFowfaner. . MIEhe 
has already begun to fall^^ . . 

«<^Hii^ ^mll » Mem /fae : hew,'* (wmA Mrs. 
Gmyrnm; ' bid jkst <asi 4h6 q)obe ^liel i3dl» 
jleiickfe! {fig(m of rSdward i ntfaa iseeri ^wii&t 
ing-wHh tixa yonB^ei: Miss (Budkley^/vrbo 
"wias^k&own^bjr Ate iowile^a^aiulimt^iiiUtx 

; •" Here *hey mnoe/' ;said M^'GuUmIi, 
.'' after ail ;^fae iwoiM , like^a (gteatljand 
itttle^o^f^^t «fli^i1eiiire my UttfeMossonM, 
toy Uly«i»diiny ! rose of V Sharon? Ohl J 
see them now/' , » 

/ {McSi £asv<k06p^teid9 iii. a tone of more 
^gaod ^hoiiMHir Ihaii xihe^iiad laoani^ted £»* 
-imoe^Qme l^dfove — '' iMatilda laad Loo^ 
will ndwaya^ be «the f last of alW^hey have 
so* nmdh to^tty i wheo . tbey ;raeet— r— ** / r 
f' i(#iHicHrdi&r3MMir>carniig6 up,wtd9mi' 
jttdtM/GuUfidh toJ(lrs«firo«me. . . 
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Budklefi; who having hauled migor Fawk- 

.ner in a oomer, had been givuig him a de^ 

tail of her manner of making cream-cheese. 

Gildon 8aid~-<* I wOl go and hurry the 
young ladies f and springing off the steps, 
ran to meet them* 

. Belmain was disposed to fi^ow his ex- 
ample, but could not break off the conveiv 
sation in which he was engaged with Mrs. 
Browne, on what were the most^hionable 
riding cu^riagesy in which it so happened 
that his description coindded with nothing 
then at the gate, in form, colour, or style 
of decoration«--«to the evident chagrin of 
Mrs. Browne^ who had been dmving no 
small consequence from the superiority, of 
her equipage to all around her. 

^ We are pkiin people in Virginia, sir," 
said she, endeavouring to disguise her 
piqu^ under an assumed air of indiflferenoe; 
^ we merely make use of carriages as 
things of conveiiience. If they are strong 
and neat, it is all I require,** glancing her 
eyes towards her own showy chariot, 
whose saucy mulatto ^ver,. frdm his &le- 
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Vated seat, was looking with the same 
contempt on the humbler vehicles near 
him, as a young officer on a parcel of rag«> 
ged recruits, and whose elegant bays were 
cham{»ing ^ their bits, and pawing the 
ground, with impatience to start. 

" True, madam,*' said M^CuUochi^ it is 
all vanity and vexation of spirit — as I tell 
the little woman there, when she wants td 
make a show." 

^ Show, indeed T said hi4 gentle rib with 
a smile—*** if I can get along, it is all I 
wish.'* ' 

By this time the ladies and their escort 
had Arrived, and the usual courtesies were 
observed on taking leave. But M'Cul- 
loch shook Louisa very cordially by the 
hand, and said — ** Take care of yourself, 
my sweet girl ; don't let any of thfe Tuck^ 
<ahoes run away with your heart, until you 
are sure they deserve it ;" thereby meaning 
to give her a hint respecting Gildon, whom 
it l)egan no^ to be generally understood 
was addressing Louisa, avowedly against 
the wisiies of his father — •** and comeback 
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io US flOMi, the same lUtle fresh »aDd sweet 
^wenet as ; c^er,;** again ^aki^g hw 
hand and |j^vi^g^her^lips a smaoki whU?a 
tear, had it not been t wi%ht, mi^t Ukk 
be?n j^een m bis eye* Matilda pressed 
Mrs. Gn^FSon to let Louisa stay that ev^i- 
ifkg, «nd >she fianlly consented 

Theiaest of^tbe party thjen rodeo^ ge* 
meially taldng pr^oedeneeaoeQrdi^g«tothe 
dignity of the equipage, except that.Mrs^ 
firayaoii, haying but a short distance t^ go 
Hn)] a g0od foad along the riyeiv compel- 
led Phill reluctantly to take the r^A 
bought but^for that* he would have con- 
•toided with Mrs. Browne's driver himself 
ibrpjexsedency. /He had been laceustomed 
4o attach to biamaster'siOiim]^ some vagu^ 
natipn of superioiity, compounded of ^foiv 
Jt«n0> m& atyleof lii^ng, and rank, whidi 
^ght pf preeedenoe he bad always-a^sevtod^ 
land it had been commonly yielded, ^isii^U 
the growing, wealth and eatentatpon ^ the 
iFawkiia?s had -eonbest^ the ppint with 
■faim. Bdinainracceptedthepi»(ibre4b09- 
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Lcmte ^9fi Horttmrnn iiieie^ and in chn% 
soj found some amends for the pemn^. 
be had undergone during t)ie day. Ed- 
ward returned with a heart disburdened of 
half the load of care that had oppressed it, 
and he relished^ time fban be had done 
some time before, the hun!iorous account 
Gildon gave of his dialogue with Miss 
Vimiay**^*m^ the cairstk;.' satire wltii wfaoob 
be ridiculed the ibpperies of the lioe^lrifdi 
as lie iqited Bolmain. Tbejr iwclied .^Mr 
quiet maiiflioirti^ (tie newmooniAuaikibebind 
the bill to Ahe west ; and both wsK'buMjr* 

eAv^ MA )ip^4ic^'of'8e«4^g^^^"^^9>^^ 
en 1^ ueiA di^, as Edward bad' noiv^' 

saSbmnH firetodbt for tettuming ffia «eodBar-» 
pany bis sister home. Mrs. Eamrfianv ^'^' 
bandrted wnth/her exertioBSyand^tSi'iiKnre 
her anxiety^ta 'make ^ display wortlgr^of* 
her dinagin^ Qims^ueBce^ ratiftd «dEHfiy» 
iH»d' tb^ yMng* ladies, for tbe wke of It^ 
ing together, and of riddtog' Cl»eiki8ilM» 
of youhg Bdmain^ fobbniiefildiilation itnd 
iiM8S«n( ^[otinn; ^H^mied btf: extimite, 
while the major koftMs yoiMg|pi€6t w«ie' 
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left to pa88 a dull drowsy evening l^ them* 
sdves. 



CHAPTER III. 



TuE next day Edward and Gildon rode 
ov^ to the Elms^ to accompany Louisa 
hdme. They found the young pec^le as- 
sembled in the drawing-room, where Bfet 
mian» "wlio was a good perforiner on the 
flute» was accompanying Matijkia and Lou« 
isa on the pioio. He seemed to be in 
high spirits, and met Gildon with rather 
a triumphant air. 

** The ladies say they have hot had so 
fine a concert thiis many a day.'' 
. ^* There was, a sweet concord of opinion 
with the whole party then, no doubt,'' 
Sisd Gildotl with a sneer. 

*' Mn B^hnain," said Louisa, ^ is a 
charming player indeed: would you not 
mie to hear him, brother?'* : 
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** Certainly* if Mr. Belmain will so far 
oblige us»" replied Edward ; and taking up 
a song of great tenderness* which Matilda 
had often siing to him, he requested his 
sister to play it. The words so well ac-- 
corded with Louisa's feelings and situation 
that she Was greatly pleased* and express- 
ed her delight with her usual warmth. 

" Is it hot a sweet thing ?** said she* 
turning to Gildon^ who convinced a^ he 
was of the undivided affection of Louisa, 
yet felt pain in hearing hf r praise another^ 
and express pleasure from his performance 
-^and he Mt it the more as that other 
H^as her undoubted admirer. 

'^ It is like other love-ditties*** said he 
coldly. 

*' You are not a performer I believe^ 
sir*" said Beltnain. 

,-^' I am sorry you do not play,** said 
Louisa** who at the moment felt a slight 
r^ret that they did not have a syoipathy 
imevery thing. 

! . '^ I should be very happy indeed* Miss: 
Grayson*" said he formally* ^ if I could do 
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any thing wHicfa cduM afibrd yoii In n^uch 
gnitifioatidn ds that tnuile s^ms to^bife 
giVen yo».'* 

She east on him a lo6k of tenier k^ 
proach, an^ began to suspect the troth, 
that he thoir^t isli^#i$ pla}4ng the oo- 
q«HeMe. She to^i Tose frdm the i«stra« 
menti ennd sat down^ mortified and hurt kt 
the tit^Ufit Sittpiaon ; while Belmaiit, Mot 
iMidersianding from this short dialogue 
mom than tt^ t^e ear, 'Was she^iring^ hf 
aH^tJhe tfvwma and dbifc^ he was master 
of, iaw iirelii fae was aititkd to the eam^ 
rmiktQs^ be' had .reoeived. After a few mi* 
nutes of awkward silence, lioiiisa pitqposed 
to Maittlda to visit iierhoweiv and tdke a 
last look at it for the present year. They 
both: withdsewi ^^^nd Bdnaain, who was 
soon tired of being in one plide, imd tie* 
Ver oSntitiudd long in the ^same house, 
thfe iMdle 4K>otti, or the same ^rt .^ <^ 
moiA if he could blilp it, we«t out,'atid in 
a little while his servant, an ilUfsrvoiiYed 
Mftck bby, v«7 «)ioWily dressed, a«ne in 
hidi the^finrton was feadyt upon; 
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wbi<^ b^ md he ww goUig to^Ffy b^s re- 
spects to Ihe kdies at Mrs. Bae^ley^'s^ and 
added— r^' I want, to make my peace with 
Mrs.. Brpwne^ wbo I quiszed a Uttle last 
evening about her carriage, whacE she 
thinks is the tip of the mode ; . but I'll 
make up for it to^d^. The y oqng ladies, 
though a little in the Dutch styl<^ of 
beauty, aeem to be women, oi sense and 
good taste— don't you think so ?" 

^^ I thought," siud GildoD, ^S^ou seemed 
to their taste." 

^* Ob, fiir^ you flatter, n^e. But I am ofl^ 
.' ofu revoir, citoyeHsJ" As he drove o£^ 
he spied the ladies in the gardeii| and, kissk 
ing his hand, most reverently bowed, und 
pushed tbrpugh the avenue at a& brisk a 
XXQb as bi^ horses could earry him. 

Qildon# )bcd(iiig over the garden, pales^ 
said — '' Ladies» wpuid you admili two of 
your humble followers to ap^ifioaob your 
bower, tbaiugb they «r^ not aUe to enter.' 

tein you ^jth ;»«8ia?" 

ff C^tainly,'' said Matildn; 'fapen tl»^ 
gate iatad come in." 
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The permission was no sooner given 
than accepted, and the youths were with^ 
in the little bower in a twinkling. 

Gildon, going up to Louisa, gaily said 
*^~'* I had no idea that rice-birds were so 
musical.'' 

^* I suppose you mean Mr. Belmain ; 
he performs very agreeably." 

*' I think you seemed to admire him 
very much," said he. 

*^ You rather overrate my admiration, 
which was caused still more by the words 
than the air, though I found myself affect- 
ed by both, when I recollected how soon 
I was to part with all I hold dear ;" and 
her heart was filled. 

. ^* I wonder, Louisa^ you can consent to 
go when the idea seems so to distress you," 
said Gildon, who had ventured to take 
hold of her hand as he spoke. 

In the mean while Edward had seated 
himself by Matilda, at the opposite corner, 
and began a conversation, which would 
have been, beard, if any but Ipvers had 
been present — " Hovj^ often," said he. 
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" has this ^icbanting spot been present to 
my mind, in some of its^ pleanng^ d^y- 
cbreaiBs ! and.wh^ deiU I see it again with 
the same careless gaiety of heart as for- 
merly ? Don't you remember that sweet- 
brier/, which in helping to set out gave 
you a scratch on your arm ?" 
" I have your impromptu now." 
" Yes," says she, " and I believe I have 
your impromptu now with me," drawing 
out a little pocketbook, from which she 
took a paper containing the following lines : 

** Of Love's mishaps too sure I fear, 

All soon or late complain ; 
And as each rose its thorn must wear. 

Each pleasure lias its pain/' 

Underneath Matilda seemed to have re* 
cently written, " Alas ! that which I once 
regardecl as a mere poetic fancy, every day 
pFOve§ to be a sad reality." 

** And yet," said Edward, looking at her 
with extreme tenderness, ** who fpr th^ 
sake of avoiding: its tbpms, would foregQ 
the b«|iuty and fragrance of the rose ?'' 



«• 
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<< But .there are many tboms for on^ 
rose on yon busb/' said she. 

^ True, Matilda ; but it is in our pc^wer 
to avoid most of the one while we are ga- 
thering the other." 

"That depends on our pudenoe/' said 
she. 

" No, Matilda, the true^seeret of happi- 
ness consists in our fortitude to bear the 
ills of life, and on our sensibility to reUsh 
its joys. What would induce me to forei^ 
go some of the recollections occai|ioned h^ 
the swjeet passion whose misery delights ? 
Amidst all my present perplexities, and 
dark views of the future, the memory of 
former joys comes over my soul like the 
refreshing breeze that gives new life to the 
fainting traveller. You remember the 
day you were near falling out of the swing 
at the upper end of the garden. How 
often has that scene, been present to my 
mind, with all the freshness of an occur- 
rence of yesterday ! Will you let me see 
tlie trifle I sent you the next day by way 
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of atonement? * I think I could improve 

it- 

*^ I would not have it altered/V said Ma- 
tilda ; ** you know it was our treaty of 
peace.** 

Nay, but let me see it for a moment." 
It is put away/' said Matilda. 

** Ah ! you have lost it/* said Edward, 
greatly mortified at the supposition. 

** Stay," said Matilda, *• I will convince 
you to the contrary f and from the same 
little pocketbook she drew the original, 
which was as follows : — 

** From Myra's lips of rosj hue, 

I snatch'd a balmy kiss : . 
But soon my heart had cause to rue 

The cheating, short-lir'd bliss. 

^ For when the indignant, lovely prize, 

Reluctant I resigned, / 

Away the airy pleasure flies, 

fiut leaves a sting behiiid. 

** Those lips, where smiles so sweetly play, 
Act bat the traitor's p»rt ; 
' For with their nectar they convey 
love's poison to the heart. 

VOL. II. F 
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*' Pasiafwtlurjr, Eke AdiUes'^B^ew* ' ^ 

May heal the wound they gire ; * 

Deign then, in pity, lovely (air ! . 
To let meirissy and Itfv. 

** But if, alas ! a second kiss 

It would be death to try- 
Then grant once more the heav^nfy hllse^ 

QhiL letme ld»a and cli*' l^*^ 

• • . s 

r * 

On looking at it he p^ceixed theioi* 
tials of bift name in a large cipbei^ taste- 
fully cplcuired and omaxnented^ i^ifi.9u 
very small band at the bottom, haixUy.d^^ 
c^rnible, she bad written, *' hj the F]oi«i|^df/ 
Frederick." He then discovered why she 
had been unwilling for him to see the pa- 
per, and with eq^ual delicacy on h^s part» 
he did not make kno«iiB hk^ discovery. — 
" And ought not our treaty to be renew- 
ed ?" said he, approaching her with a mix- 
ture of tenderness^ and fiipoiliarity, and she 
yielded for a moment to his embrace. But 
in an<^her, neeoUeeliifig bc^scdf, she said — 
'* Edward, let us be prudent ; after all that 
I have said, you want, no further proof of 
my sentiments. Yoii know I am j^i^s-^ 



\ 
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}M»t and s&ul; l^t ttiyBaitd wiH pro^- 
bafaty also be jrourf; hat uTttil then, wbat- 
efver tenderness we mdy ^eef, let us at 
teast act as mere friends.^ 

^ Ah, Matilda, ybu know not your own 
heart— ^you deceive yourself; if you really 
loved, you could not always be thus coldfy 
pfudewt.*' 

** Edward, you ought — ^you mtrst know 
me better. But do not ask me fot proofs 
of affection, which, as things now stand, I 
feel- to be every way improper. Indeed, 
Edward, if you loved me as you ough^ 
you would never ask me to do that Off 
which I could fc)ok back with regret.** 

" My dear Matilda,** said he, * fisten 
for a moment ^ 

Now whether the cold water thus 
thsown* on the fire that burnt withiti him 
would' have extinguished it, or, as some- 
timies happens;, mafke it blaze the ll&rcef, 
dm never be kitown, as Mrs. Fiwkner, 
going into the parlour, and finding lio oti^ 
there, and concludittg^ that Mat9dk and 
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her friends were in her fayourite retreirtipr 
had followed them for the purpose pf pi)U 
ting an end to one of the ttte^Utea 
which she with such good reason anticir 
pated She was now heard to call out— 
*\ Matilda, child, where are you ? always 
in that unwholesome place ;'' and certainly 
never could word of magician be supposed 
ever to have ended an enchantment more 
sudd^enly than the appearance of this lady 
put to flight the romance of the four 
lovers. Then, endeavouring to disguise 
her motive for following them, she added 
-^* I am told Mr. Belmain is gone. Why 
didn't you tell me he was gomg ? To- be 
sure you did not leave him in the parlour 
by himself, and come off here to your 
flowers and nonsense ?" 

'' No, madam," said Matilda colouring ; 
'^ Mr. Belmain has merely rode over to 
Buck-Hill, and means to return I believe. . 
Louisa proposed to me to take a walk in 
the garden." 

** And I," said Gildon, who saw how ; 
the land lay, and first recovered his ease. 
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^ventured to solicit a peep at this littl* 
temple of taste and beauty." 

" Indeed, Mr, Gildon," said the ladjr, 
her features relaxing from their first seve- 
rity, ** Matilda has bestowed pains enough 
on the place to make it handsome. But 
you had better return to the house, as it 
was very foggy early this morning, and 
I am sure the ground must be damp. — I 
am told you will be absent some time 
from Frederick, Mr. Grayson," for so she 
always now addressed Edward. 

** I do not expect to return, madam, 
till I am ready to commence the practice 
of the law," said Edward gravely. 

*• I think you are right," said she ; " the 
law, however, seems to be a more uncer- 
tain business now than it used to be. 
Iforbawl says they have a very crowded 
and clever bar at present in this part of 
the country. I heard major Fawkner say 
the other day, that the western country 
holds out great inducements to a young 
lawyer." 

'^ I shally madam," said Edward, '^ make 
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4^m^ cf tfae |9laoe ti^at slidll seem most 
likely to advance th$ >lntere8t8 of fia^self 
and my family." 

/* I was fiony to he^r that you meant 
to sell Beacbwood." 

^ We have come to no determiriatioo 
yett madam-" Desinous of waving a sub* 
. ject which was always a painful one, and 
inore particularly when it was pressed by 
the mother of Matilda for the purpose of 
mortifying iiim, he added-«r^'^ I heHeve, 
madam, we> shall not he able to keep it" : 

But the lady, who had, besides wishing 
to humble Edward, the additional motive 
of endeavouring to discourage <?ilddU !a 
his v^ws on Louisa, was not so easily 
£^ectked~'* Will your mother contimie 
in Frederick ?*• 

*^ She will continue here, madam,*' he 
jrepUed, with aa much im|)atience as his 
tegard for Matilda would allow Inm to 
shew. 

*' I did not know but slie might have 
removed to Charles City, though I faeanl 
that Easton was also to besdtd^" 



, ^ It is, tnadttm ; tot when Till *is solfi, 
mi ^myinm has been fmriiil^dfor my mo- 
XtuT ywadi Mter/* with an mger 'be txxfld 
no:l0iiger disguise. 

^ Oh, i did not mean to be inqmsitire; 
ibnt ane rnsttnrallif feels an interest in a 
imgtiboar^s weilare.*^ ^ 

In ^repiy to this speedh, 'Edward gave 
her a look, in whicli pride, anger, and 
sGDin, were most mam^t, bnt said no- 
tfa»g. ' Matilda, who, as well as Xonisa, 
itad beep on thorns during the whcle dta- 
^g«e, ^t abashed, and motioned to 
LiOGisa to teturn to the house, which they 
4iil did In that awkward silence whidh 
^takes idaee between persons who are not 
xftAy ^conscious of their -mikind feelings to- 
wards each other, but vAso that they are 
^iiift^ially known. 

. TPhe txairiage from Beaebwood now 
•deoipe down the avenue, and Lomsa, 
(whose softer and > more unresisting nature 
fliad indulged Gildon m those little caresses 
itfaat aw at onoe «o ^tempting and so dan- 
igeroiis ttf youtfefid 'lexers, and who had. 
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in addition to oth^ causes of vexation, 
that of self-reproach for not adhering to 
the course she had prescribed to herself 
took a hurried leave of Mrs, Fawkner; 
and when she came to bid farewell to Ma- 
tilda, Hhat tide of enthusiastic feefing 
which had been suddenly checked burst 
like a torrent, and she hung on the neck 
of her friend and wept 

Edward, whose own breast promptly 
told him what had been passing in that of 
Louisa and her lover, now reproached 
himself for having been instrumental in 
affording his sister an opportunity of add- 
ing fuel to a fire that might consume her« 

** X}o not distress one another," said he, 

and taking Louisa by the hand, conduct- 
ed her to the carriage. 

A half-hour brought them to Beach- 
wood, where the quick eye of her mother 
readily perceived the agitation her daugh- 
ter's spirits had lately undergone. When 
they had retired, and she had inquired 
into the cause, Louisa merely spoke of 
her distress on taking leave of Matilda, 
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but said nothing of her oonvarsation with 
Gildon; This was the first Inrtech .of that 
confidence which had ever Subsisted be- 
twteen them &onk her earliest infancy. 
The mildness of Mrs. Grayson's mannen^ 
and her affectionate disposition, had in« 
spired love, unmingled Mrith fear, on the 
part^ of her children, and she had formed 
them to the habit of imparting to her all 
their thoughts and wishes, by abstaining 
from any thing like bitterness or severity 
of rebuke, and by not overloading them 
even with advice; a favourite maxim 
being with her that they would not be 
likely to act very much amiss so long as 
they did not practise concealment^ and 
that faults were half cured when they wer6 
once freely confessed* — ^' Have you had 
any private conversation, my dear, with 
Mr. Gildon this morning ?'' 

** He conversed with me some time, 
OMidam, when he and brother were with 
Matilda and myself in the summer-house," 
and she felt her cheeks tingle as with the 

F3 
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cdiitcioiiSBeM of pmctishig.a desej^lion od 
the test: of nmtfaens, though * die ims^at 
teflibg m Qntrotfa. 

** Aud tvfa^t did he 9&y of bi» j^ttiryung^ 
jto New^Yorkr inquired Mg$. Gmywn, 
«3t at tbA by. iter daugkteifs 0xmwmr. 

** Yes—madatn^-ite-tbe said he AsxMi 
t%<A be at ^e races; or/ if he dld^ he 
should not stop more than a day or two.*' 
. ^leouldwid) he bad afaandeffi^ it ^<* 
together," said Mrs. Grayson. **^ '' AsA 
irbat said yohr brother ?*• 

** He,** stammered Xiouiaa^ ti^ming hen 
head aside to conceal her increflffiing eon^ 
fi]slpn-~*^ be said nothing, madam." 

•* WelJ, I wonder at that ; Jmit^He, poor 
lellow, was, no doubt, tbinkiag of his 
omrh £fficulties. They sometiiims seem 
lo absorb him so entirely, >that I feel 'mi- 
serable about him, and fear he will not be 
fkAe to prosecute his studies to advantage. 
lie mBst ^peak to Mr. GiMon agam on 
the subject, and point out the impro{»!iety 
«f his iuither attentions in still (plainer 
language.'' 



^' HeibM dvMdy: ^done so,** said Lcmin^ 
f* 1. btiiMe. But will it tDot seem strange, 
aoBDamk," «ajd Loiria^ now ^covering 
Jhmsel^ ^ to< object to rhis merely passii^ 
thvaogba place 'ibeoausd I happen to be 
tbere?** 

*^fFimre Hsan 'sortfy be • no objection to 
tkokU mjr/cMid, bat only tibat he idiould 
not pay you the attentions. of a lover/ 
ninch fae ndll be yery.a^ttodotf lieis 
ntar yott^^imd 'Wjbnch I fear yon- cannot 
help sfaeniriDg tbat you are pleased with. 
If thiadiaald be the ease^ had: he not.bei- 
to" May jntay ?" 

.LoMflsa'a ^conscifsnce -told her there .^nas 
fant too much truth.iniier Dcmthei^saup* 
position, and said — *' Fediap&fso^ : madam ;' 
but fet he will spon ,feave tts-^leave the 
state, I mean.'' . 

*' Xhat'j true^ lay chsU; faat as. be ia.lo 
90.ao>40on« I think he had better take 
laaye. of you here, until he can return 
midfir moce ftvottvahle •drcumstmoes.''. 

Xiouifa made no reply, though ^sheatiU 
thouj^ her motberjs fearejaiid.oibjei^^ 
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carried toa far, J^er Uttfe maid Bdla 
now came running into the chamber, and 
announced that a gentleman, in a fine car<* 
riage, with a waiting-man behind him, 
were coming up the lane. Thisg^itle* 
man they rightly conjectured to be Mr. 
Belmain. The mother and daughter then 
returned to the parlour to receive the ho- 
nour of the visit, which he soon gave 
them to understand was intended for thetn. 
He came back charged . more* highly 
than ever with that subtle and animating 
fluid which is called self- approbation in 
one man, and self-conceit in another, in 
consequence of the compliments and civi- 
lities he had received from the good-na- 
tured Misses Buckley. He played off his 
airs with unusual spirit, and, contnuy to 
their natural effect, they happened, on the 
present occasion, to be much more annoy- 
ing to Gildon than to Edward, who <^en 
found Belmain's little fopperi^, joined aa 
they were with great gaiety and liveliness 
of tempar^ to be very amusing ; while 
Gildon, with an evidafit feeling of ^Bslike,^ 
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never lost an opportunity of saying some^ 
thing sarcastic, or of paying him some 
ircKnical compliment; and he was disap^ 
pointed to find that his wit did not pro* 
duce the effect he thought it merited on 
any of his auditors. Mrs. Grayson's good 
breeding would have prevented^ her en* 
couraging his raillery, if her state of mind 
had allowed her to relish it. Louisa took 
no pleasure in seeing Gildon fretted ait a 
rival, and was withal too generous and 
good-natured to laugh at the expence of 
one who admired her; and Edward nei- 
ther relished what be called the per^^age 
umire of his' friend, and was not often in 
a mood for merriment. The young gen- 
tleman never once perceived the drift of 
his rival, so artfully was Gildon's raillery 
disguised, and his self^oipplacency was 
slow to suspect that he could be. an object 
of ridicule in a place so inferior in point of 
wealth and fashion to others in which he 
had been a leader of the hon ton. 

After pressing Louisa to play and sing 
some of her last songs, in which he ac» 
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oompenied her <&r lie.iieyer ^vi^^ 
witbout his flute), and reodvhig a new 
tribute of praise, he took his leave, wbe 
had engaged to dine with Mr. Buckiey, 
but promised to do himself the botiour of 
seeing Miss Grayson again several times 
before she. left the county ; he «aid he 
would even call in ihe morning if she 
would be at home, and practise ^one of ber 
last sonatas by Fleyel. She could>siiy no 
less than that she should be at bone, and 
woiild.>be happy to see him and IiIb flute. 

^ Now Mr. Belmain,*' said Gildon, widi 
affe^6ed /gaiety, after the Caroliniui iiad 
left l^e rtMim, *' is ^a hap^ man, «to have, 
-m addition to a handsome person and a 
stylish equij^age, Ibat vv4iieh can tadce the 
ears captive.*' 

'^ Do y4>u think," said I^ouisa, ""that 
tfiese things are suffieient ta oMferliappi^ 



»» 



*M ktiow not any so Ukely to makeone 
agreeable, vand oozing >so likely to o»nfer 
kapp^aiess aa the power of plaasiQg.** 
^ ''I tbifik," mid Mis. Grayaon, ''you. 



oi^mte this yoiiiig:g«iitlesuiti^s^paviier8 in 
this iiray.'* 

'* I imagine ^net, madftm-; but fl will 
leave the taeltter to Miss Graysoo.** 

^* I am not sure/' aaid Lauisft, ** how 
you really -do iste tb^u, but I dotiotas- 
timate them very highly ; I mei!e(y think 
he has a good taste' in music, and tibat^ 
though vtun, he has ^ good hAurt atbot* 
torn/' 

'VNay, that I ^eny, madam^ for lam 
sure he has lost it;" and by this sally Gil- 
don closed the coR^v^rSatioiH in wbiohft 
however, he aj^lired to less advantage in 
the eyes of both 'mother and daii^lUer 
than he had done before since his arrival^ 
though the latter found an excuse for his 
pique in its cause. 

This young' man's skilfal 'performance 
on the flute, and the common- place praises 
it procured, furnished indeed one of those 
topies of complaint which lovm are ever 
ready to seioe on, atid wliicfa, ^^ith the 
litlde bickerings to which tibey give ^rise, 
and'liie n^ndfiaticmsTtbat Mlow, seem 
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as necessary aocompaniments of the tender 
passion, and to be as essential to its 
growth, as exercise is to that of the body. 
After Louisa and her lover had, by such 
snatches of explanation as Mrs. Grayson 
and Edward's presence permitted, gone 
the usual round of lovers^ quarrels, they 
met the next morning in a forgiving hu- 
mour, and were soon better satisfied with 
each other than they had ever been be- 
fore ; so that when Primus came to the 
door to tell the gentlemen, according t6 
custom, that the horses were ready, it was 
with some difficulty that Gildon could 
tear himself away to take his morning ride. 



CHAPTER IV. 



They had not been gone long before 
young Belmain in his phaston, followed 
by his liveried valet, appeared in sight, 
mid in a moment he entered t^e parlour 
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in, a fmhionable lilue frock OQat» with doe* 
bkin pantalooos and hussar boots. He 
fouiMl Ijouisa at her piano, not ejcpecting 
him so soon, or rather, not having thought 
of him at all.*— '^ You see. Miss Grayson/' 
said he, ** 1 am punctual to my engagie* 
ment, and I am delighted to find that you 
have not forgot it," 

•• What engagement," said she, ** sir ?" 
for she had regarded his proposal like so 
many other things he said, as iQere com- 
mon-place, not worth remembe^ng, and 
not intended by him to be remembered. 

'' Why, to practise that difficult s(H)ata 
by Pleyel, to be sure." 

'* Oh, I remember, sir !" and she imme- 
diately began to look for it among a num- 
ber of loose sheets, when he said-— ^' My 
dear Miss Grayson, chance favours me 
with an opportunity that I have long 
prayed for to discover my sentiments to 
ypu, if my eyes have not already spoken a 
language that is not to be misunderstood." 
He then went on in the style of rhapsody 
imnmon on su^h occasions, md drawing » 
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hmnnMe inlweiiee from "tiie ^ntbttrr&ss^ 
mtnt whieh todi exjpkmatk&m seldom faii 
to oGeasioti, he preis^ iiis suit with mwe 
vebement protestations, and with the ttii- 
of one who was confident 6fsmsce^. ^hcm^ 
mp ^^dUecting sill the Resolution is/be wei 
mitrtms cC ^odlined the h^tiour lie intend^ 
ed her in terms so strong and decMve, as 
to fMit sm end to his hopei&et onee. 

iiiB loG^f shewed that he was quite as 
-much astonished as hurt ; and in no.verj 
mdiraet terms he dpdke of hi« sittiatioh 
aidt^ prospects^ and gli^re* some intimatioi^ 
of th6 disparity between fhem iii this par- 
ticukr. Buj; finding that <she faj^ tide 
-same positiiTey unqualified lahguiige, he 
galKe^ber to utiderstand that he eodld ac^ 
couiit 4cHr ter conduct hy a prior eng^e- 
YD^nt, Which he had lieard of, hut had 
not' Oi^ited from What he ' had 6eeri. 
^o; Whittb -she could hot foi'bear replying, 
that strlaQge -as it might seem, it was 
poMibtelie might not be to the taste of 
every female, . though her heart should 
4>e unooeupied. He then ventured, in the 



oMirse of bis expostuktioiis^ to iMi- 
nuftte that she had given him €iiobuli^e- 
inent, espeeidlly the day befere^; ^pon 
wiiid), with some indignation, «he told 
-him, that if sooh tras his mode of in- 
terpreting a hdy*s conduct, she must leave 
biin, leit he should consider her bearing 
'such assertions with patience as eneon- 
ragem^t: and finding sb^ was bent on 
^uUting the room, be made a hidf^way 
apology for the uncourteouadiai^i and 
boHving formally and profoundly/ took 
leave without practising the difficnk so- 
nata ttjr PfeyeL 

The truth is, that his feelings were ra- 
ther' those of mortified vanity than of dia- 
a^^ointed love. Having a lively Msoop- 
tibility to female beauty, and an oxsHed 
iifea of bis oira qualifications to please^ be 
WBs. in the habit of &lling in kwe, and of 
'msddng love to every pretty fiioe be saw. 
But as Loaisa^s was a beauty of no omK^ 
nary stamp, and she had tise ecdst in the 
preceding summer of beiftg an beiress, be 
imA been more ihan usually tdken with 
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ber, and had determined that aftw ms^ 
king the tour of the northern and western 
states in the winter, if he saw no lady 
more to his taste, he would return and 
{d^uck the little mountain rose, as he- never 
doubted that he would be as much supe- 
ri<»* in Louisa's eyea to the rural swains 
whom he saw around her, as he excelled 
them in his equipment, skill in points of 
etiquette, and matters of fashion. On re- 
turning to Virginia this summer, finding 
that her prospects of fortune were entire- 
ly Uasted, he had abandoned at first all 
thoughts of offering her his hand ; but 
such had been the influence of her beauty, 
which a year had improved and matured, 
i^d such the unaffected sweetness of her 
manners, whidi he construed into perso- 
nal partiality for himself, that he was in^ 
aenisibly drawn along to think df her se- 
riously as a wife, notwithstanding she had 
lost the reconimendation of fortune, though 
that circumstance was not without its re- 
frigerating effect 
.In th]3 state of mind, where the con-r 
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flicting mofivcs nearly 'balanced one'witK 
another, his rebtt£P was not a cause of sui* 
dde,, and he was seen the following week 
at the warm springs, dividing his atten- 
tions between his own spruce and dapper 
little person and the pretty faces which 
are annually transported thither, for the 
kind purposes of cheering the low-spirited 
and comforting the sick. 

The little mortification which Belmain 
appeared to suffer, and the offensive insi* 
nuations of his vanity, had enabled Lou- 
isa to discard him with great indifference, 
for her good-nature and tenderness of* 
heart had commonly made her feel a great 
deal on such occasimis. She immediately 
went to her mother's chamber, and com« 
municated to her all the particulars, not 
even suppressing his last hint of the cause' 
of his failure, ^nd in doing so she per- 
suaded herself she was conforming to a se* 
cret resolution she had made never more 
to conceal. frinn her mothar any incident 
of her life. 

Mrs, Grajaon coi^ppatuhited her on be^^ 
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ifig rid of one who had prortd UnMelf M 
mrwOTthjof her» and superadded iiirtbcr 
injunctions on the necessitf of drcuBlspeG-' 
tkn». drawn from the seeming notanstf o£ 
GJUbA's attadicnent 

Louisa then took a wsdk down |o see* 
Granny MoU, as abe usuallj did after cb«j 
turning from a visits and patiently atU 
swered the old woman'a tnimite inquiriM 
about those subjects that had chiefly oc- 
GiqBted heir nikid*--^tbe difi&rent dishes at 
the' dinner* table— *the servants^ho waiti^ 
-^«HHid the rtyle msd character of the whc^ 
establishment at the Ehiis* 

*^Ab» the Lord bless yoo, myyoongi 
mJAtrass^" said the old wooian^ ^* how tim^v 
ar^efaanged! I can remember when old 
Steener^ Mr. Fawkner'a &ther^ was^ oveiu 
seer to your gmn^m^ my old master, and 
n(H¥>^tb^y are at the top c£ the pot; and 
Bhill tells me that Mrs. Fawknar ir not 
wiHing for master Edward te many! Her 
dui^ter, and that he an't rich enough* 
But I tell Phill if he hadn't a rag to^fcia 
bwki hei9ouId br a^ n^rtch for e'^r a young 



ver expected tolii^e (o.«ee th& d^ wheft 
Q«ie i€ olfl Ffj4« Sl»!«»r'-8 gMwddlHdfen 
woii^.b^ !l;h/o\}gbt ^po* g^EM>d for any of my 
ipwwtes'a ^miljf. £^. hmey^ I suppose 
HMlle Rwd«kthal is Ghlo^ soit, wanoDe 
of Ibe walt^nK Tbfi)r teil me tbsjr jbaire 
^s)(i?i> Mm im the bouse since. he?s giewa 
vtf, f»4 he'd noEiM htad waiteci*' 

'' He is sc^" said Loiuaau 

/''Well, my^cddfinastergiyetbatChkcfs 
qsptber s^ anolher ^irl wtncd Pstty» £w 
a pfiir of hor^es^ I nefiE^mbfer it ais ilitii asr 
if it \vj9^ yestenday ;: and> honey, the 
were puffed up, and made^yewy ih^ 
ifi^BpA in two isDontbs^ tioM'.they.kiked 
and got good for nothing, and old niastsi^ 
\e% Beni 8aV» ^iathisiv have th0m. Ibkf tlis 
M«iggQti -r and miyofli Fartvkntr <m«is nouf»> 
tpiMe than thktjf neffxnAi&omi iSnkMgitVk^ 
FjUU^^drtl counted up tyventy t4^t}k»* 
dttfl dttdt. w6 couldiiot eonnt bdf of ^M^{i 
Tw. ! .tfienr is a ; gaud man;^ at the 4i^^^ 
qusft^f' 

** Well, but, granny, bow does Rachel 
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behave to you now? does she wait upoiv 
you, and bring you wood ?** 

*^ Ah, Miss Louisa ! after yori talk so 
to Rachel,' and shame her so, she did little 
betteir for two or three days; but she soon 
get in her old way again. Last week my 
Dick brought me four roasting ears out of 
his patch, the first I'd se^i this year, and 
if you'll believe me, Rachel eat three of 
them — she's a monstrous greedy girl ! Ah, 
Miss Louisa, young folks will go their 
way !— But tell me, my young mistress, is 
it true that this ^ young gentleman that 
master Edward brought home with him 
is a courting you ?" 

** La, granny, who Could have told you 
that?** 

^' Rachel, honeyntold me so t'other day, 
and I thought as much before. But Phill 
says his father, that is away to the north, 
an't willing for him to have my young 
mistress. God bless the folks! what has 
dome to them? I remember the time 
when the grandest and richest young gen^ 
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tiemen in the bind woiild have been proud 
to have married into my old master's fa- 
mily. Now money makes the mare go, 
as the saying is. — But is it true that he is 
courting my young mistress ?" and with- 
out waiting for an answer she proceeded — 
** Well, I must say he's a mighty clever 
gentleman. He comes down here with 
-master Edward, and sits with the old wo- 
man by the hour, and asks me about old 
^times when I lived in Williamsburg, in 
lord Botetourt's time ; and he always re- 
members the old woman. I didn't use to 
like the Yaiikees, though they say they 
act like what they was in old times, when 
they used to come up York-River in their 
little vessels, with their onions, and pota- 
toes, and wooden dishes. — But is he court- 
ing you, child?" 

" You must not believe all you hear, 
granny-!— I do not mean to marry." 

** Ah, Miss Louisa, I know better thaa 
that; you can't cheat the old woman so^ 
and I am thinking you have got the man 

VOI^. II. G 
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in ypur eye already. Primus aays he's 
more of a gentleman to servants than thfe 
little man from Carolina, for all he makes 
such a show." 

Louisa listened with pleasure to these 
praises of her lover, as every woman does, 
however humble the quarter, or dottbtful 
the motive from which the commenda- 
tions proceed, and thought that his kind- 
ness to the old woman manifested a vay 
amiable disposition. She was disposed to 
continue the ccmversation in the same 
channel, without seeming to wish it, and 
added — *^ I suppose when this gentleman 
— but he is not a Yankee, granny, he is a 
New-Yorker — asks you about old times, 
you tell him what fine doings you usedto 
have in those days, of the coach and six, 
and green and orange liveries, and so 
forth." 

'' Ah, let the old woman alone for that ! 
I told him my old master and family were 
the. grandest people in the land, and would 
be so if they had an acre. of low grounds, 
or a negro to work." 



/ 
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^'^And what said be to that ?" trying to 
4i$gtiise the interest she took in an affect- 
ed carelessness. 

/^ Ofas be Jaughed mistily, and said-*- 
* I tbilikv 60 too^ granny.' He sets a heap 
df ;store by yoii aU» you may def^end upon 
4t." 

In sudh chitchat Louisa passed a full 
hour, after which she was observed to be 
more particular in catechising Rachel 
about neglectipg the old woman, and not 
content with giving directions, she herself 
often went to see that they were obeyed. 
At these times she seldom failed to hear 
something relative to Gildon, which grati- 
:fied her, as evincing either his amiable 
(disposition, his generosity, or his attach* 
rment to her, to which last indeed she prin- 
.dpally ascribed his visits. 

As Gildon had expressed a wish to see 
fiacper^s Ferry before he left the country, 
Edward and he concluded to ride there 
tills morning, the distance beiiig but about 
<sixteen mUe& The high- wrought dc^scripr 

a 2 
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tioD that had been given of this cdebrated 
spot had had the common effect of pro^ 
ducing disappointment — ^that is to say^ 
the gratification derived from the grandeur 
and variety of the scene had not been as 
great as they had expected^ though with- 
out doubt they would have felt no less ad* 
miration than tie who has described that 
scene so eloquently, if they had viewed it 
under less disadvantages of preparation. 

They did not discover those clear marira 
of an abrasion of the mountain, where the 
united waters of the Potomac and the 
Shenandoah find a passage through the 
Blue Ridge into the level country Ipng 
east of it But the tongue of land which 
separates the two rivers being very steep 
and high, enabled them to look down on 
both the streams, which, hemmed in on 
each side by high and abrupt mountains, 
appeared to the eye above to be greatly 
diminished in their dimensions as they 
meandered in the bottom of their respee- 
tive vallies. 

They looked at the wild scenery around 
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ftom diflTefent points, bat nowhere, was it 
so vwied and picturesque as in the .vary 
gap joC tiie Blue Ridge, on the Maryland 
side; for here they ooulcl trace the eourae 
of both riyers. from the south aiod the 
west, for a considerable distance, and foU 
low with their eyes the !l^ue Ridge, grar 
duiyfly softening into a paler, hue, , until it., 
sinks in the hathoo. . To. the south they 
saw . the sedion of the mountain which, 
made in one side of the gap an abrupt aodi 
almost perpendicular cjiff, and to the east: 
the river Potomac^ fnpw ^larged by the. 
accession of the Shenandoah, running 
through a woody and seemingly, li^vel: 
country, tiU both river and^ oQuptry were 
blended into a pale mdsty sui^face . of ya^t 
i9:t«it, resembling a magnificent view, of 
the ocean. These grand and picturesque 
ftatores of nature were rather interrupted 
than embellished by the arsf^al pf the 
Unit^ States, where smoke, and haniK 
mers, and workmen moving to and fro, 
brol^e^^ in jnpon the repose of nafure, and 
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riised a new and uncongenial ttiain of 
ideas: 

Ah JoH man, who was stahdiiigi wittv^a^ 
gan infalfe hand, hear the nartow pi^^ 
which they weie ascendin^g, very v6siMp 
ulidertook to oc^nduct them to the juttliigr 
r&ck, in the gap, to which they had been 
recommemled; He was very commoni* 
oative, and in&rmed them that- be had 
been a soldier of the revolution, which hia^ 
ereet figure, firm step, and union of it re^ 
sfieetful defei^Ace of mainhers witfi greM: 
rigidity of features, all pkinly^beslpoke he 
had served in the continental line in the 
northern oampaign-^Mvas at the 'battles ^ 
Princeton and Brandywine^i — ^and . 3L9Sift^ 
wmds in the sduth under t)ie giiUlinti 
young La I^yettoM— that he bdd a cottage 
at the foot of the mountain, though he 
had no eoDploytnent under govemmeiit. 
He wtt then taking a tuirt ot tile moilfr- 
ttin, and always carried his gun with^bite, 
in case he should sefea wild turkey or 
deer. The* young men were delighted to 
meet with a war-worn veteran in such a 
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sfKit^ and £dw«fdi who had inherited from 
his father a great predilection for the ^a« 
iBcter of •a^ soldkr^ q^estio|Ked him very 
closely about his several campa^iis ; md 
when.he mentioBed serviQg in the twenty*r 
first' regunenty he said-***^' Tb^ saco^* I 
think, in whieb my father commanded a 
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name, sir; if I may be so bold ?" 
Edward Grayson." 
** Is it possible ! and are you a son of 
eaptain Grayson of the horse? But I see 
yau are the same flash of the eye when he 
WBS pleased — I must shake you by the 
han4y sir ; and this is not your brother ?" 
** No, a friend from miother state." 
" Welli a Ixarver man," said the vete* 
ran» <* never drew a sword, nor one who 
had more -feeling for a soldier. Sir,. I 
knew him to give five hundred dollars for 
a side of leather (to a Quaker tanner in 
Pennsylvania, who was a d d Tory I 
believe) and distribute it among: his sol* 
disf&T^Qr, my young masteits, you must 
know we suffered in the revolution more 
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for want of something to wear, than aotne^ 
thing to eat, though sometimea it was 
tough work to forage for provision. I 
enlisted for a second tour in another com* 
pany, and was sent to the south under 
colonel Covington, and never saw your 
father again till after the war^ wten I met 
witii him at Winchester. Take the right, 
sir, by that old pine. Now you^ who are 
possessed of large estates, and are now 
enjoying the fruits of our independence, 
have little idea of what those underwent 
who fought for it ; and yet I can't say but 
that in the midst of our hardsbi[s ' W^ 
enjoyed oursdves a good deal at times; 
when seated around a good fire,' with a 
turkey or goose, or may be a mutton that 
we had robbed a Tory of, and now and 
then some of our people ; for a soldier, 
young gentlemen, is not very particular 
in these things. We never thought of 
the mard) we had made in the snow, with 
hardly a shoe to our foot, or expected to 
make next day. * The wortaen, too, were 
every where migfa^ kind to us. They 
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^^len helped U8 to dothes. They: gaVe 
lis the best their kitchen^ andidsim* afr 
forded— *and what is isomething mtfr^ than 
aV, :iny. miistacs, to a yoiif^.8oldiiar> they 
gave us- kind looks and Mr wor&sJ* 

The :yetenwi» who had :he«o a lad: of 
IpUaptry in every sense,, gave theyn ;some 
devils of his personal advefnttires ai^ toe- 
oe^ses^ in which it is not tinpr^habte that 
an active imagiiiaticm supplied the; de&t 
<^encieii of a^deeUniog mecnory. JButthey 
found the GOQimimieative old soldier/ a 
very ^itertaining guide, and he, on his 

part, was so: much pleased with his new 
aequaintaooes^ that he pressed them very 
much, to cidl and partake of sikIi fare as 
his little calnn aff<»ded.; But they ex- 
cused themselves, as it was oiit of their 
road, and prevailing on him to accept . a 
small gratuity, which he at first refused,, 
they proceeded to the tavern to .dinner, 
which they had previously ordered, and 
taking a hasty look at the: public arsenal 
then (recently established, and the arms 
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that had been there ii»uaufacti)red, they'' 
rode^ baek ta BeadiWMd, which th^y 
reached a little after 8on^t 

In tbeKi^evffliiiig, Gildon observed to 
IxMiisa, ''liiat he was afraid she would 
not attempt any of her new music with- 
out her late accompaniment; but if she 
would fiivour him with one of her old-^ 
iafihioned 8ongs> it might be quite agrees 
able to the hearers, if not to b^self;'' 

^^Nay, I please myself most when *i 
please them,*^ said she; and pla^d and 
sung with more grace and spirit than he 
had'ever befi>re heard h^. The song that 
had been Selected, bdkig also one of Ma-> 
tildafs. fivroutkeSf reminded Edward so 
stronglyof the happy moments that were 
pasty whieh .were so different from those 
he then saw in perspective, that* he felt a 
heaviness of the lieart which he could not 
repress nor conceal. 

The idfectionate lAmisa- perceived .it, 
and gcang up^ to him, said — *^ Brother, i 
have sometfaingcitord»d your spirits,'' and 
t;ook from her bosom a packet she had 



\ 



▼AI«LEY OF SHBNANDOAH, 131 

received that afternoon from Matilda, oon^ 
taining a short note, in whi<!h she had 
requested Louisa to give the enclosed let- 
ter to Edward, after they had left Fre* 
derick. She then added, in a whisper*— 
^ I intend to comity with Matilda's re-- 
^uest, though I know it is only some little 
piece of her prudery ; but you looked so 
disconsolate, I could not help trying to 
comfort you." • • . 

'' You are a sweet girl, Louisa ; it is 
the only request from the same person 
which I could be obliged to you for de- 
nying.** He withdrew into the next room, 
and breaking open th^ seal with impa** 
tience, experienced that delight which can 
be known only to those, whose, feelings 
have been refined and sublimated by sen- 
timental love, on finding a little glass 
locket, with a plain gold rim, in which 
was to be seen one of her beautiful dark 
curls, and to ^he ring of whidi she had 
fastened a pale blue ribbcMi. The paper 
enveloping it contained the foUowmg short 
note»~** Louisa is requested to deliver you 
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this paper, wh^n you will be far distant, 
afid when I am sure the keepsake it oon-^ 
tains will be most acceptable. May the 
heart which is about- to warm this little 
remembrancer, be also inspired by it with 
courage and hope, prays your faithfiil 
M a.^ ' • • 

He kissed the. little present again and 
again, with the most rapturous joy, and it 
was some time before he would forego 
the luxury of km feeling, to join the 
party in the pi^iowr. The ebange in his 
air and manner, when he entered, was so 
striking, thai Louisa seemed to hlEive 
wrought a miracle. 

•* I had no faith in love-powder brfore," 
said Gildon,.'* but I think there was some 
in that packet, and I thought I knew the 
haiid of the physician. It must have been 
a poweiftil prescription to have produced 
so sudden a change.'* 

*' Jt is indeed,'* said Edward, *• and I 
must take another dose." 

** And I, for my part, feel- some curio- 
aity to see it administered/' says^rs*- 
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Gray9(»iy following him into the dining- 
room, for her maternal solicitude was liow 
diverted from Louisa to Edwiu^.^ 
^ ** What an enthusiast my brother is P' 
siEiid Louisa. 

'* And may I inquire,** said Gildbn, 
^ what has occurred to excite his enthu- 
siasm?" ^ 

" A keepsake from Matilda^ I believer- 
said she. 

" It is no wonder/* said Gildon serious- 
ly, ** that for .:^uch a favour^ at once un- 
expected and unsolicited, he should feel 
a transport of delight. — Ah, Louisa, if I 
could ever hope to inspire you with such 
sentiments, how happy should I be ! But 
you are so cold and so prudent*— so un- 
willing to indulge in that enthusiasno 
which is so interesting in your brother." 

*' I wi^," said she, in a low, trembling 
voice, *' I was as free from all other faults 
as from ooldness^ of heart." 

" And think you," said he, " that you 
have that fervour of feeling which dis- 
tinguishes Miss Fawkner?" 
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'r It is difficult to judge 6t oondves,** 
said liouisa wiUi a miMrtified ait; ** but I 
know I fetd too. much for. fny own^peace 
-^4ihou^ I may appear very dull and in- 
animate to others.'' 

<' Mjr ddar Louisa* you misunderstood 
me— I WHS only doubtir^ whether there 
existed any adequate cause to excite yon 
to enthusiasm^ and rather meant to ex- 
press my distrust of myself than of you." 

Mrs. Grayson, whose watchful interest 
in the concerns of her dau^^ter had been 
for a moment suspended, npw returned to 
the parlour, and her inquiring eye saw, in 
the suffused cheek and fluttering manner 
of Louisa, that her lover had made the 
best use of the few precious moments af- 
forded . him» She then asked her daughter i 
to play a favourite hymn, in which the ] 
Deity iti .^fervently besought to inspire us 
with good'^rtssolutions, to pity our weak*- 
ness and to uph<^d us. in our wavering 
course-r^or she was^ habitually fond- of 
church music, and since her husband's 
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defttii badi never, been^ seen jtp take plea* 
sura in any other. 

Louisa's pravious hurry of spirits^ and 
the oonsdousness of how mu^h she needed 
that support which she w«s then invoking, 
gave uncommcm expression to her per- 
formance ; and when she came to the last 
stanza^ the humility and 'contrition she 
really felt got the better q£ her selft^pos^ 
session, and she was unable to. proceed. 
Her tender mother, deeply' affected with 
more than one lively emotion, rose^ and 
taking her by the hand-^— *' My child^'* 
said sh^ , " you exert yourself too much. 
You are not well, and had better retire.'' 
Then wishing Gildon a good-night, she 
led het daughter into her chamber. . 

"When there, Louisa, no longer under 
any restraint, threw her head on her mo* 
tber's bosom, a)id without uttering a word, 
biu^t ibto t^ars. 

'' Has any thing happened, my child, 
to distress you ? qpeak." 

^ No, mamma« nothing at all f yet such 
is the strange inconsistency of human na- 
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ture, she felt the stin^ of. sel&refjmaeli 
more keenly than when she had coihmit-> 
ted a far greater transgression. 

**^I have been imprudent, my beloved 
mother; can you forgive me?*' She then 
detailed the hurried conversation which 
had takeh place. 

^* It would be better for you, my deir 
child," said Mrs. Grayson, ** to be explicit 
with Mr. Gildon, and refuse to converse 
with him on a subject which every thing 
convinces me is not only improper, und^ 
present circumstances, but highly danger* 
6us; and if you are fearful of .giving- him 
offence, you may plead my commands.** 

** Oh, my dear mother, 1 will endeavour 
to do all you wish me T said Louisa, re- 
lieved by having confessed her fault; and 
by her mother's abstaining from reproof. 

Thu^ calmed in spirit by the gentle 
treatment of her indulgent and considerate 
parent, and byv more of self-approbation 
than she had for some time enjoyed, they 
passed an hour in conversing on indifferent 
subjects, particiilarly on the prospect of 
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htTcinteaiided visit; and by way of con-: 



&IWUOig the.imiie of. mind in wfaic^ 
i«i thcin was* Mis. Grayson, whose heart: 
was ever alive to sentim£fnts of piety, arid 
wbp never forgot the efficacy of religion; 
desined her to read aloud TiUotson's ex-; 
ceUent sermon on. the regulation of Ihe 
passions; for she preferred his vigorous 
senses and rational devotion, to the moie 
poGi^ed compositions of the present day i 
aftar whidi Louisa retired more tran^l, 
and evoi cheerful, than she had been dnoe 
sbe had first experienced the feverish agi* 
tations of love. 

The next day, which was Sunday, she 
rose fresh from a sound and untroubled 
sleep; and according to thdr invariable 
pactice, attended an episcopal chi^l, 
which a weal|;hy gentleman had built in 
the Ufsighbourhood on his own estate. It 
was a small building of stone, finished 
with great plainness and simplicity, and 
it stood in a narrow bottom, almost sur* 
rounded by low hills, covered with thick 
wood. The congregation which was com- 



_ ^- — 



TALEET CRT SRENAITIMIAH. 

gamdy serar here ivere rabstly pe0pie'>of 
fortune^ who hadi waioved to this OMmfy 
fiooi I below; and a few of the nei^ti^iirs 
wlio .fitquented*^ it met^y « because^ it was 
tbeineavest plaoe of wohiiip. Gildoti was 
swqpfiBeil to see thi^^ nikniber of carmges, 
matiy of them elegant, in attetidaniee on 
tins. iiumUe fempfe of Cfatist; and- on 
entering he fbohd a very genteel and 
welkdDesaed ooiigregattori. ThepreaidMr 
wiBftftman c^ a mild» prepossessing appear- 
anoB: and.nianner^ though the 'eamestiUM 
oCrhis exhottatioiis shcrwedr that his 'zeal 
was of a warmer character. - 

Lfonisa entered this place of worship in 
k ftame of mind more than usually pre* 
pated to profit by the wholesome doctrine 
and pure spmt of devotio^ which was 
inculcated. The seeds of religion had 
been early planted in her breast by her 
pbiis mother* and witfadut being an en* 
thusiaston.tbis suligect, she was very 'sin* 
oenly derout But in spite of the reso^ 
lulionsi she' made in secret to herself, her 
eyes would dften wander towards the seat 
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oitnelBoh Gildon 8at«>-and theo,' aivtetttofr 
the impropriety of tlds intemhMO^' .tsii 
^btaon, aaaii oqdscious of the temMlsial 
dwraeter of her thoi^hta^ ^e would nplr 
bev eyes on her prayer-book, and thom 
steadfiistiy continue them^ untH her watdi^ 
fulqcst^ rdaacedi and the pDedoQiinalaii%> 
feeMng. of her bosom gamed ibe ametK 
doicy. Thus her whole tima in i^uiefar 
was ^ent in a struggle between duty amt 
]ttdhiation*-betwem gnoe and paaskm; 
andi When the congregation, many of wJiodk 
were good tsiffigers, raised their voices in a 
hymn or psabn, her feelings of nmq^ 
love and derotion overpowered hei^^Hand 
while ha. derotion was the more fervid; 
from the! sentiments of tenderness whic^ 
fiUed her bosom^ her love in turn was 
purified and refined from its eartUy dcoss# 
by the spirit of devotion^ At such timea 
her mind, as pure as . diat of an angdi; 
regaoded her lover only as one of a ntbliK 
dass of beings in the image of the Creater^ 
fyt whose happiness she most devoolly 
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prayed^ in oommon with that of her be- 
loved mother and brother. 

After servite'was over, some minutes 
were passed in an exchange ct greetings 
among the neighbouring ' gentry, and 
many .were the invitations that Louisa re* . 
oaved to dinner; but as she expected to. 
set' off oil the following Tuesday,, tbey. 
were ill dedined ; and indeed, the idea of 
parting with him who more and more en* 
grossed her whole thoughts and mind,: 
pradbced a sadness of the h^art Which . 
madeoompaiiy exbremely irkaoineand drib 

Gildon attended the canriage faadk to! 
Beaebwo6d^ and rode off to take leave of 
the. family at Buckley, where he was rei- 
ceived with their wonted cordiality, and a 
profusion of kind expressions of regret at 
his leaving them so soon, it being under- 
stood that he would attend Liraisa as fkr 
ais where the road to Mr. Hawkins's turn* 
ed off from the main road. After dinner, 
he escorted Miss Fanny to Beach wood, 
where she proposed to bid farewell to 
Louisa, and to remain some days after her 
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departure, to help, to cheer Mrs. Gmpooia 

: spirits. They found that good lady \afflict- 

< ed with a severe headachy which confined 

hei; and themselves to her chamber the 

whole evening. 

The next day being spent in packing, 
.and in those various little arrangem^its 
which .are always made when one is going 
to belong absent, Gildon and Louisa met 
only at the breakfast and dinner-table. 
In the evening Louisa walked down to 
see Granny Molly for a few minutes; and 
as she was returning, Gildon, who had 
been informed of it by .Miss Fanny, and 
.had been waiting near the spot, approach- 
ed her, and profiting by the veil which 
the shades of twilight threw around them, 
be snatched fi^m her trembUng Ups the 
kisses she had not strength enough to re- 
-fuse,, until she heard Primus say — ** Miss 
Louisa, tea is ready,"" when she had time 
to recollect her indiscretion, and the in* 
efficacy of all her resolutions. 

She persuaded herself that Primus, 
>vhose noiseless step had given no intima- 
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iioB of his appmadi, but who» with a na- 
tuiU cariosity, had stood awhile to witness 
ike caiesses of the lover, had not witness- 
ed her imprudehee, and ^Lcucdng heraelf 
on the ground of surprise^and promising 
to hemelf more dreumspect conduct for 
the future^ she walked on to the house, 
md^ <as aeN>n. as tea was over, retired to 
fiassi^ie evening with her mother and her 
.ftiend* 

While <the3r were engi^ed in rather a 
jodaneholy conversation, Bella came up 
to her mistress, and 8aid-~'' Uncle Phill 
twants ito see you, madam/' 

<< Tell him to come to the doon— Well, 
iBhiU, iwhat is the matter ?** 

*^ I am thinking, madam, that the two 
bays will hardly do to travel so far*^Ro- 
^aiulas is getting old now." 

*f Wliy, what will you do ?" said hn 
mifitness. 

** 1 was tkmking, ma*am, -tlmt Jenus 
md Stribling would match very w^ll, and 
.wtt had better put them in, as liie overseer 
4a 4[)0t y^ ready to sow wheat." • 
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<' Oh, mammae'* add Xionisa, '' -we Had 
better talf e them, uiacle. Fhill is wdb a 
good judge.** 

I. am afinaid, Phill/' said bis miatzeis, 

you want two more horses as much ffar 
the sake of making a show as from any 
necessity." 

^^ Why, to be sure, madam, when; I am 
driving my young mistress, I would sa- 
ther she should travel as she has been used 
to tri^vel; but I think the old bajsjase 
hardly suffidqnt ; and besides, they .godso 
much better when I have horses foelwB 
them. They were very near storing tfa^ 
other day, when we were coming up the 
hill by the new. ground.** 
. '' I will i6p6ak ,to the oveirseer about it 
first-^ask bim to, step bere.'- 

By*and-by Mr. Slade I99d^ his appeal!^ 
anciE^ and bding questioned as to the i»o- 
priety of two additional horses, he assured 
Mrs. Grayson that the bqys were in ex- 
cellent plight, were never stroi)ger npr 
truer than, at this time— that PhiU had 
^^eavqured to impose on him, as be 
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'tHihed'to do cm liis ihistress — aiidtbat. 
although he was not ploughing, he want- 
ed the horses to finish getting out the 
wheat. It was therefore settled, thitt, for 
the first time, they meant to travel with 
but two horses, 

Tuesday was a day of tribulation to the 
amiable and grief-worn Mrs. Grayscm. To 
whatever side she turned her eyes, she 
saw nothing biit sorrow, and disappoint- 
ment^ and danger. Her property was 
about to be taken from her, or rather her 
dbUdren; her son was blasted in his fairest 
bbpei^, and was endeavouring to struggle 
d^nst poverty and unsuccessful love; s 
and her beloved and helpless daughter 
was exposed to similar disappointments 
witb all the ajggravation that her extreme 
-sensibility, and want of firmness, exposed 
her tol Every thing was ready by seven 
o'clock, though that was later by an hour 
than they had intended to start. Bella 
was taken into the carriage with her 
young mistress, and when Phill drove off, 
with a loud crack of the whip, the sound 
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4!»f the lasb seemed to go to the woKlqr 



CHAPTER V. 



TTo enable the reader the better to under* 
stand all the considerations which operated 
on Gildon's mind, it may not be amiss, to 
make him better acquainted^ with the obja- 
racter and views of Nathaniel Gildoo the 
.fiither.; Having by a long course of suc- 
cessful industry amassed a large fortune, 
jie conceived the wish, not only of ^ tran^ 
mitting his wealth, and the '&culty of in- 
creasing it, to his son, but also the ambi- 
tion of bringing him up a fine gentleman, 
and a man of weight and importance in 
society. He had once indeed an idea of 
making his son a lawyer, buCthe distaste' 
.which James's volatile genius had for that 
dry and laborious study, and his incli^ 
Vol. II. H 
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1^ ii^r travel, had so strMgly rMist^d 
this desire, that the old man Was ^MUf 
persuaded to abandon it in favour of mer- 
cantile pursuits.; and he was the more re- 
conciled to the change, as some of tho^e 
who figured most conspicuously here in 
the circles of fashion, and even in the po- 
litical world, had been commercial men. 
At that, very time the showy style oiF 
living of on6 mwchant in Philadelphia, 
whose marble staircase, and mirror doors, 
and crowded routs, were commoti topics 
of admiration, and the yet greater magni<- 
fieence which another exhibited in per- 
-spcctive, by the palace he was then build- 
ing, were as attractive and imposing to 
t)rdinary minds as any political /reputa- 
tion whatever^ 

The son was therefore intended to^be^ 

come a merchant on a large scale, as soon 

. • • • 

as he 'had acquired a complete college 
- eiJucatlon, and had been iriitiated in the 

» • ■ 

arcana of his intended profession' in the 

« » ^ ... 

counting-house of some eminent merchant 
in New- York ; and when the quick sus- 
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'aptilrilify 6f Ms hcairt, united' ta tbe va- 
mt^ of bdtig admired, had indiicied bim 
t6 heeome a dao^r after the gay 'Miss 
De Pej^ster, the father saw, in that un-^ 
jpitimising :conn63^ion, his whole fmbric of 
ambition overthrown at onoe, and be- 
thought himself of the expedient of send- 
ing Jaines to the distant college of WiU 
Ham and Mary. Hesuing soon afterwards 
that his son had entirely overcome his im- 
prudent attachment, his hopes revived, 
and he looked ibr him back, after irradu- 
ating the following, sessiim, to fix himself 
in New-York; but when he heard that he 
had contracted another attachment, still 
more imprudent than the first, he lost all 
patience, and had determined, if he should 
many, to let him taste the folly of his 
course, without relief or mitigation. 

He bad requested a nephew, who, to a 
sprightly genius and much gaiety of teni* 
per, added a good deal of his own worldly 
prudence, to write to his son, and, ^ert- 
lii|^ the influence over him he always pos* 
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sessed, endeavour, if passible, tolnxakcff 
tbe matdi. Hence was the letter written 
which has already beeii given to the read- 
er; and the dreumstahee, on which much 
stress was laid in that letter, that is, the 
improving condition of Mr. De Peyster^a 
afiairs, was not without its effect oh Gil- 
don's /mind^ whenever he was not under 
the immediate influence of Louisa's per- 
sonal attractions — ^brought up, as he had 
beeii, to consider wealth as essential to 
happiness, and one of the surest instru- 
ments c^ procuring respect and -ccHise^* 
quence in society. But, as we have seen, 
such was the magic power of beauty, thai 
these cold dictates of prudence and ambi-^ 
tion occasionally melted before .it, like 
show befcHre the rajrs of an April sun ; and 
yet, as when the rays of that luminary 
are withdrawn from above the horizon, 
the freezing power of ambition would soon 
resiitbe its sway. 

At this time he was so much under the 
influence of love that he was determined 
to use ail the skill and address he wa» 



tattler, o^ to obtain hU. fatber^a oonsient; 
ijndif; that shc^ld fail, to many Louisa, 
wd tm«C to tbe chaoice of his parent's re- 
turoiBg affection; conpeiving that his 
heing. an only child was. as imidi in favpur 
oCthat result, as his fathei^s avarice, and 
jinplacafoility were agEunst it If I^uisa's 
.fiiends, of whose pride and disinterested- 
ness . be had a very es^alted idea, should 
oppose the match under such cirCumstanr 
<^, he. flattered himself the interest he 
h«d in her affections would fkially enable 
him to win^her consent; and it was this 
standing with her which he was anxiously 
(endeavouring to attain* 
1 But while beauty, ^nd sweetness, and 
ardent affection, were thus producing their 
legitimate effects, the unremitted success 
9f Miss De Pey sterns father in business was 
^unteracting it. That gentleman, fit>m 
^being a bankru^ but two short years be- 
fore, wiis now in. a more extensive busi- 
jness, and more rapid course of prosperity, 
H^baq-any merchant of New-York; and 
ihe ill fortune of young Gildon, or bis 
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tbXfy In letting sueik a price dip Uttteqgii 
hto fingers, wm a ootDnum theme aftnong 
^Aeir imttiiftl acquaintance. Thcf lettan 
he re<^ived from hit fHerids alwajremetfr 
Honed this cjifctttnetance, and it sometiam 
esteited in hiin a wish to oonvinoe tiieai 
tliat what he had thrown away be oonld 
at any tiine resume ; «nd at othw tmin 
be formed the desire of tiying his tatenti 
at pleasing with Miss De Feyster, ibr the 
purpose of obtaining this triumpb^^ to bb 
canity, .and thcfti sacrificing dU M Che 
shrine of love. Such were his sentiintots 
"when he left Beachwood» to attend Lottisii 
as far as he was permitted, before he set 
out for New- York/ oA th:e^ plan of oondp. 
liating bis fatiier. 

Though Fbill had not been ablefopre^ 
cure an' ei&tra pair of horses to go the 
•whole length of the journey, he bad simi^ 
eeeded no far as to get tbe use of them 
until they should cross the ridge at A^ 
<by's Qap, where the two leadeia w»e vas^ 
bamessed, and sent badr to tMe ttetfdihg 
yard.< TUey stepped:at the liktfe vilb^ 



YKLLKT^ OKF SHBBIAiroOAH; 1 AI 






oCSdleoit in^ Ifa^ ttpper partr of Faaqnier 

ef tbe IiMlIe wdinar}% Bdbi braaghjkoul 
^ a^e of tefrestd^ents with iKhi<;b tba 
]^vidi^ii|k citf e of Mrsi^ Graj/faon bdd filMf 
tine podcata of tbe carrkg^ and wlitefan 
not relying on the fare they might chanea 
to ineeit with at the humble fium of en- 
t^rtmnBient oa the loa^ they h^ uivmyn 
been m the halHt of carrying in their 
JQUm^y^. Th^e was a neat's tongue, cold 
€bip1C0ay sUced hain, i^clde$, ahd a lo^f of 
iileh ht^ $» is seldom see» out of the 
United Stutes, and not ofi/^ there, ex- 
ef{>t in a few privnte families, together 
Witii eake» Naples biscuit, and gingei^ 
bread in profusion.^ But this pain of lea^v^ 
ing l^r bdoved mother, and the further 
and perhaps yet greater pairi she antidU 
pated, deprived Louisa of all appetite. 
Sdward and Gildon, who also had their 
sba^ of mental anxiety, experienced not 
the samjs effects from H, but partook of 
.1^ that litts befwe them, with the keen 
•ppetite I that belongs to young nuin at 
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three-and-twenty. The fragtnents; afl«r 
taking as mucH as would satisfy Phill and 
Bella, were left as a perquisite to the 
house ^, and were eyed, that is the sweeter 
portion of them, with great good will by 
two little bluff-looking urchins in the baok 

fODDO. 

The mistress of the house, a silent, de- 
ceilt-looking, stirring woman, came in with 
a waiter covered with excellent peac^hes, 
which had now attained their full perffec-. 
tioh, and asked Louisa if she would not 
like to rest awhile on her bed while the 
horses were feeding. She readily accepted 
the offer, and found the little chamber far 
more neat and comfortable than the outer 
room bad led her to expect. 

After resting about two hours, they set 
off at three in the afternoon, with the in- 
tention of stopping at the house of Mn 
Hawkins, a distant relation, in Fauquier, 
on whom ihey had long been in the habft 
of calling, in passing to and fro. Tfaou^ 
£dward had been better satisfiedMf Gildoiv 
had left them at once, yet aa they we(» 
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;gp)ng the same road some distatoeiartkeiv 
When they must necessarily part» ' he 
thought it would be fastididils to olgect 
to his continuing with them, and accord- 
ingly ^ dSered to introduce him to the 
house of his kinsman, where be would be 
sure of a cordial welcome. 

It was past twilight before they rewbed 
Mr. Hawkins's, owing, as Phill said, to 
their having but two horses, as he had 
predicted ; but he might more easily have 
accounted for the delay, by his turning 
out of the public road,, and missing his 
way, for a ^hort time, in . consequence of 
having rather too freely indulged himself 
at the sign of the Ooss Keys at Salem. 
They were received with the kmd wel* 
cpme they ever experienced, thougb to 
those who did not know the family^ there 
was a formality in aU they said and did, 
that scarcely comported with that good- 
ness of heart they really possessed. ^ Cour 
sin Xiouisa," and '' cousin Edward,** were 
Mked the usual round of questions about 



1 



154 TAC1.B7 €P m^VNAMOQAH. 

"* ebadn Gfayiibn*'* MnGSdoti tras fofw 
tnally welepmed to HsirkintvHfe ; ahd 
Mn. Htwl^ins told falm, she had ** had 
the pleasare cf hearing his mme fre- 
quently nicsitioned iniice he hid viated 
tousin Grayson'a^that is, since. he had 
returned from WilHamsburg with ooasin 
Edward;' 

About nine they were adctd to sit down 
to a supper^ in which every thing was ar- 
tanged in due form, as it had been pre* 
ptited with the most screpukntt care« 
Mrs. Hawkins pressed idl of her i)everal 
little dainttes on each of her guests in re-^ 
gular succession, aooompenymg each soli- 
citaticAi "with regret* that she had nothing 
better to offer, and that travelling had 
given ijiiem no better appetites; though 
this was orarect with no individual of the 
party, as the freshness of the night air, 
and lotig fasting, had restored even Xoui« 
saV appetite. This worthy lady had four 
children, the eldest of MrhwQ, a gprl of 
tlMteen or fpprteen^ was- a devoted ad? 
inirer of '' cousin Louisa Grayson," biit 



V41S: hcid ip mute silence by ibe pres^oce 
of a stranger ; wlule Gildon's rattle took 
so kindly with ber^ that she lai|ghe4 at 
every word be said* The younger qbil- 
df en were very shy of the whole party ; 
running to. the doo|*, peepfi^g m^ and then 
starting back the moment Uielr mumma 
called to them ^^to come in and speak to 
their ocHisins^ and the gei>t)em^« and to 
behave pretty." 

•* I tell Tommy, cousin," she said, ** he 
will n^ver .make a lawyer ; for you must 
koiow Mn Hawkins talks of making him 
one whm, he grows ^ip ; but J^r. Hawr 
kins tdls rafke there's Mr. Sbalmar^ the 
great lawyer in Richmond^ who was raised 
in this county ; he was once a mi|ghty 
biishful mfui, and could hardly pp^n his 
mouth when he first went to the bar. 
Majoy peo|de, I am sure I may say seye* 
ral, think be jG^vours you, cousin Edward."^ 

By thi^ time the little urphin again 
made his appearance. — ^^ (^me herCi. Tom* 
my» : sind sge^ to your cousin Edward ; 
you knoif^ jrou iire goin^ tP be a law^ejr^ 
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Cousin Edward's a lawyer;** oti wliidr hi* 
again darted off laughing. 

In this way they were entertained by 
these amiable, isim pie people, in tr style of 
kindness inrhich was at once laborious to' 
the entertainers and oppressive to the^ 
^ests. In the lodging-rooms every thing* 
was exact and in place; the water^ tmd 
glasses^ and towels, laid to the square; the 
beds were the nicest and most inviting 
that were possible ; the sheets, to be sure, 
were of cotton, but spim and wove with so 
much firmness and compactness, cte ^ have 
the feel of linen, and they were df the 
most dazzling whiteness. They were i^o 
highly perfumed with. ix>ses. * The little 
window-curtains were also of domestic ^^^ 
brie, decorated with handsome cottojir 
fringe. Every thing, in short, indicated 
good management, industry, and neatness; 
Tlie servants were all clad in homespun, 
and perfectly clean, with their wool comb- 
ed almost straight, ^ 

Mr; Hawkins was ab^t in Alexandriai 
where he had gone to make sale of his 



■ ».: T 



trap, and ta puiehme some necessaries fiir 
fais family, which, his wife said, be alway# 
did^ tluree titiaes a year. An early break- 
Awt was provided by their considerate 
hostess protesting however most vehe^ 
mently, that it was ** not with any view 
of getting rid of them ; she would be very 
glad if they would spend the day with 
her, or even sevMal days ; and Mr. Gil-^ 
don, too, though she had not known him 
before ; but that was no reason they were 
always to be sttangers.** And h^e she 
cast a significant look towards Louisai,' 
and put on the coujrtenance of one who 
had said a good thing, but was somewhat 
doubtful how it would be received ; and^ 
Hiferring some disapprobation iix>m. the 
sHence of LoutSB,^ wlK> had not perceived 
her dlusibn, said— *'* Cousin, ycnA must 
not mind my jokes ; I tell Mr. Hawkins^ 
sometime friends must be allowed to joke 
with <Hie anotiber measurably .---^Don't you. 
think so, Mr. Gikbii?^ 
^ C^iailily, madMt; I like always to^^ 
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lie joked inyself^ and an psrticisliiiy Duad 
of j€9tii^ with those I lildB b^t," 
. This lie wA by way of salvo ta one or 
twa little wlH^ in which he ooald not for- 
bear to indulge^ when su^ tempting joc- 
eiflione {irewnted themselves, and for the 
purpose of securing some stock of good 
wiU and fiiendship beforehand^ for what 
he mig^t be further tsempted to s«ty » . 

When the travelleFs resisted all her eo« 
treaties, Mrs. Hawkins then told her gqu- 
»n, that as idie bad been afraid isbe ooy^d 
not prevail on her to pass the day, she 
had p^ up .something ^d' for her to takie 
wlien they stopped to feed ; and <H*dered 
lihe trim neat-looking girl who was in 
Uie roofid to bring it out of her ck^jt, 
where -ibis motherly housewife had ig^o^ 
vided nJknost as much as Mrs. Gmysco) 
bad doae tb^day before* 

'' CwfiWn'! said }lA3mi$9« 'M am Bq&ty^ 
3^011 baif9take0i this tro^fa^ : mamma has 
given us an ample vWpply of cake; Imt, 
da not let. us lake your napkl»s.-^Giwe, 
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jak BeUa to wmpup thoae artidM'in one 
irf*her own;'' 

** N(^ cousin/' said Mrs. Hawkins inf- 
terhipting her, *' 4on't distnrb th^m; Phill 
can. bring them back as he ratums^ and I 
want bim to call to let me know bow yon 
get down/' 

Little Tommy, having eaten- and dxmk 
at the same table with the viaitoia, and 
finding Gildon full of jokes and pleadan* 
try, had 'now overcome bis shyness/ and 
seemed as unwilling to leave them as he 
bad been to approach tb^zn at first, and 
fyed ihem with tbe intense gase of curi-r 
cfflty and admiration. 

Though Mrs. Hawkins had burned 
breakfast for them, when they were about 
starting she ^ain feared she bad dfiven 
them away, and even asked them to A 
awhile longer, as the day was: {deaaant 
Slieinaiited witii each in suansston, that 
they would never pass HawUMvme witk* 
out calling ; and hoped Mr. Gildra, when 
be travelled^tbat way again, would iavour 
tbem with a call, and tbere was no^^know^ 



mg Init be fl(^gkt vkit Virguiia .oRoe mam 
-«*^ Coudn, you know you must excme 
my jokes." 

^ Ab, madam/' said Gildon, '' you must 
i^ind Miss Grrayson of that duty^ vf ry 
ofteoi OF she would be apt to ova'look.it'* 

The mock gravity with which this was 
spoken so overcame the .air of strangeBes3 
Louisa was affecting at Mrs. Hawkins's al* 
Ittsion, that she could not help laughing 
outright ; and then she felt alarmed lest she 
ibould give offence, and vexed with herself 
for being amused at the Uttle peculiarities 
i»f one so amiable, and so studious to obligse 
her. By way of putting an end to thp 
exercise of a talent, which/ though she 
stmngly relished, and often admired, she 
CDukI not at times help. thinking a little 
)Hiamiable, she wished her kind friend. a 
good-day ; after, however, the usual length 
jof conference that conmionly precedi^ 
aU leave-taking between. Mrs. Hawkins 
and her friendsj They set off in a \xM 
tiot, aocqiding to PhUl's practice (who 
I, unless his hwses started off in good 



^fS/H Hvey woe apt to be dull' sA 4l»f), 
ttntil they retnAed the main raafl tl]^ 
had left. . : . i t 

/ ^I!fae next day they tiateHed^on vitiioiit 
aoeident, till they met ydth a family dixy^ 
vitig t6 the west It consisted <^ a mid* 
die-aged man, his wife* abcnxt tiiirly^ve; 
and eight children, tlie oldest not fear- 
teen. The man, woman, and 1^ krg^ 
diildTen, were all walkings and the young- 
est werfe in a little covered cart^ driven 
by the eldest sdn« He: told them be waa 
'ttovihg from Westmpreland^ coanty tH^ 
Kentucky; ' where be could more easily 
provide fyt^ isi large and growing fii^uly. ^ ^ 
CSldon secttned disposed to sym^tihiw^ 
with so many ])idigent beings, condetniMft 
to exile ftom the seenes of their early* at^ 
tachment ; but he found, cm entefin^ into 
oonVersation with tfaem, that they we«e 
not only reoonc^ed to the necessity of re^ 
moval, i>ut even ftiH of lively hopeF, from 
the plenty they expected to enjoy^ and 
th^ favo^iriMe ^Mp&c/^^Qm we natuiiily 
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fpnk 4£ the ftttere^ w^Be Jiviiiitginiitioit 
]9rfife.t0ah«|^]|t0itt.. 

The man told him he had beeafaii ioBU 
Wff fmn M HBooBt ott i^ piece of poor laM^ 
ani^Bdii^it bard^ after paying hk reiit^ 
tiraiippcNt UoiMlf with so large a ftnEtOj^ 
andalaniiiedak the ptoflpeet of a crop fw tke 
jmrni^ jem, he bML sgU out all U tdtM 
9pii9i c«pp and 1^ an^ w^ tbe proceed$ 
pmrclMmd IIm^ littfef eart^ aiid letfBmd 
msmty aioiig|jr« witi^ eMfiocny» to eai^ 
him td the wetk, after wUeh he expected 
te reilt eriaeialla kkns^ oh aoise fuebe ol 
gttad lamft not oeoapied, of! which he wsil 
told thete vita abundance in thiKf ooUMry; 
^kif had th^r littfe vesa^Ia for cookhfig 
•lA e»twg^ and dommonly slept chi the 
send side* X^o^isa presentiad the waman 
wskh a9liaiiltt0t:hidif worn, andigaye the 
dbitdreii Bome pi^ees of inUslin and ribbon 
wbieh bad been put dway in her trunk, 
u^. wjebed them a proipeiiQus journey* 

'« One ^ tbcbe UtOe fettows/' said Q\U 
Uto^ *^ wU lioaae day be coming to Fhilar 
delphiat or to the new federal dty^ if the 
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«M^of gmiirkiiiieiiC Afld> efer be ramcpfod 
Up tfiat ^iwcn tt taDsmbar of dmi^i^eto.*^ ' 
; :^ atning^ things tfatn that,** umi B*. 
vmrd^ ^happeii ev^ry dayln our coostiyv 
ly&ere the meaam to pobMc hommr «t 
opcffrtoaU; and though tftas ioml fan Ihit 
iittrtaie parerty whielr^ in aome phne^ik 
pMof of gmat indolanor or iateaipmneK^ 
ybt^ jndgtaig from bia aii^ and manner, m4 
ikw toropaotnesa of his little ftstuiifi^ St 
probably is not so with him, but tholiieia 
itanlt of his bemg litiuited on^ a {diso^ of 
land too popr to mskkt Inm to pajF bia 
MQt and aapix>rt hte dnidreh wfaila iSk^ 
«!e young; But in the ooontry to wUdi 
lie is going, hb ehil^n wiU^ in a ftir 
yam, l>e asouroe of wealth to him, and 
be wili become rich, unless the fiidMty x£ 
proTidin^ for a &mily makea faimindok 
lent, as I have known to be the case widi 
some who have removed from the poor 
sandy lands on /Tidewater to the ^ fertile 
soilofFiederidk?' 

They now left ^the road, whidi Phtt 
was aocostomcd to Uka in their visita to 



odgpet Giay8an*8 estate. u^Cfaaple^cCi^ 
Editratd. hnd jsl great faciUty utloshig iuM^ 
miS^ and Phill iras in a road which :he had 
never bef<»e travelled. They. ha4 sat 
'pipceeded far before they came ta tte 
&ck in. file highway, wheK. a guide«{i|ipt 
;hM-onice stood for the infocmaticm of. tfaa 
^nveU^^ but wfaich«. with a disantensafccul 
tore^of misdnef (what Mr. Benthaoci; calla 
the^pleasttre.of malice), had becti strode; 
4ffvmi. : > ' ^: ., 

. ^ They took the right .hand, the! one 
.which, seemed m^ost in 1;he.proper courBi^ 
ai»i followed a road on a .bairen ridg^ on 
.which there was neither house nor fJanfeeu 
ti6n.to..be seen for several miles^ until 
they overtook a man from the weatbti 
part of the state, with a small drove of 
hoiseSy going to Fredericksburg and Rich- 
;moiid; who^ in answer to their inquirieai, 
informed them that he was not well acr* 
quainted in that, part of the country, but 
he believed they should have taken the 
Jbft_.haiid. . At length they saw a small 
io^rhouse on the road side in a bottom, and 



tliere tbe^r learnt tbat they iiad trav^^cii/« 
oinadeiable distance out of the tray; and 
directions somewhat intricate wei^ gvreh 
hy the man whom they saw. He directed 
tilem to take the first two right handi^ 
and, then to keep straight forward till they 
evhe to a big road, and after keeping dowii 
Hiat hiilf a mile, to turn short to the left; 
and keep that until the}*^ crossed a branch; 
after crossing which, they were to take 
the right, and tl|en the left in an old field, 
iK^hich would bring them into the main 
road they had left. 

They endeavoured to follow these > di^ 
reetions as closely as they could ; but some* 
tknes they came by roads leading to neigh- 
bouring houses and &rms, which their In- 
formant had not thought worthy of n<K 
tice, but which appeared to them not like-! 
ly to have been overlooked; and gave rise 
txy much doubt and uncertainty. On one 
of these occasions they took the wron^ 
roiad, and after several vain attempts to 
get right, they fell into a lai^ road, which 
they presumed was the one they had lef^. 



•nii»lfiMpiiig^0ti*#MB<)mk dirtsrice^ ktoimig 
(mt for /Ihe fatmst thejr wisfaeA ^to Mi»b, 
diey ^t length ispidd a tmaH buildtng about 
bra hundred ymds'htan the tomI, wh^« 
Pliimiis was sent H:o inqukd the #ay . He 
aoon nsturned^ itrith itiie^^mweloome intel* 
hganee tAuEt they ,had again, mistaken the 
xttA I >f bat the ihoaae'thejr iaquiredifor wad 
at least five or mK /miles o£^ ovier fi rou^v 
hilly way^ and that th«e was no pkc&of 
etltertidninent nesir ; but titAt a ^ntlenciah 
Uiffid a* mile iand a pitee before—a cblone i 
Mason, who was in the habit of aceotnmo^ 
dtting tcavellens that haj^^ied ta hie be- 
mghted, and had lost their way. They 
advdrdiQgly prodeeded on with fsome ala-^ 
ciity; for though the gentleman was un- 
known both to Edwafd and Ms sister, y^ 
they had dteh heard of hLs ^hospitality. 
' >Sn a briak tix>t, which the hoiaea, now 
wishing to get to their night's qtiairters, 
readily sti^Qck into, th^ eame.toa large 
gate on 'the road; and, by* the aid of the 
moonlight, saw a large white house aboat 
9)Q«artar of a mile ftom .it. Primus was 



i/bikoni aivi to.say^ thMTllti^. CittyiKto, HlH 
uster, and a friend, wo«lld'td<e it its il gnM 
&irout tf be wouU aoooiamodate them^for 
Ihe night, as they had Iftst tlielr way.«^ 
M fTeUHbem," wid PfaUl, '' the son of eofio^ 
siel 'Gtoyson, of Fredi^ick." whose 'iuudd^ 
iie tfaongfat was a passport to a IveltoODae 
overy whe^re. 

^ tE^rimiis soon nstumied with a tneyslage, 
tjbat oojk>nel Mason would be Tatjr-hdppy 
to see them, and before thiay dtoVe oip ^6 
tbe ^second gate; they saw lights In the 
ftontrooms, andamilid #ifh a caMdle M 
the. pMUig^. A large and venerttbfe old 
^ntleman came out to meet thiiii/ and 
stood at the bottom of the «tc>ps whibh ted 
to the little porish in ^dflt '^' the housKe, 
and handing Louisa otit 6f the caniage, 
led her up the steps, and introduced heir 
to.his wife and daughter, who stood there 
ready to receive her. Edward introdtnied 
himself and his friend to the old gentfe^ 
man, who in turn announced their names 
to theladies of his^ household ; and-in^ a4it- 
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mate aoquaintapee<if . 

Colonel timon 1i9l¥^ a good €irtate> 
and liyiiig near a road, mu^h travelled Igr 
p$i«pti8 passing fcjttw^l^tt Atejteiidria and 
the westerni cpuDtr3r» AnA on which theie 
plus no inn or house of jentartaininmt ior 
several miles, was^ frequi»itly apjiAied.io 
tor quaite^, wd jiia hosfHtiMe doors were 
always xqsqn on s^oh loeowipna^ nctt; ooky 
to the wayfaring traveller, but;also to tlie 
.weal|thy &mil^es of^ the lower country, 
.wbp;80ught.plQntii9. or ^health w»- 

ti^og-places BCtofis the mountaiiis. His 
wife, -a fri^dly, gopd-humoured little 
w^man, v(ab 9I9P . well pleased* at these 
tknes, to. second Hie kind diaposition ^ 
her spoiase, to she^rher talent -At house*- 
.wifery, and^to hear the news of the lead«> 
ingfainil^s of her acquaintance^ their. 1:^ 
cent bhtbs, deaths, and marri^j^ as w^ 
as the matches then on foot, in lyhich 4)^ 
took particul|tr interest 

As neither Louisa nor Qildon wiere yfiHr 
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")%1^ exeile the <iibservafk>n or stispicibri 
t€ stranrgers nqder exifttihg circumstancies^ 
no opportamly was sSbtdei him of a lotig 
cxmversfition with ter whife at this hospi'^ 
taUe mansion ; but as he had contrived 
to be seated next her at the supper-table, 
lie could not forbedr touching on i^tiat 
' had been for some days ever present to 
the minds of both— their separation the 
naxtdtiy; atid in spite of the strong efibrt 
4^ made to hide what was passii^ in het 
hosomi the rising tear might have been 
aeen in her eye; Without turning her 
ftoe towards him, she begged him tode- 
fist from further conversation oh the sub^ 
ject ; and, as if to compensate him for th^ 
weming harshness of the request, she slip- 
ped into his hand, unperceived by any eye, 
a small paper, which he found after wan^ 
to contain a topaz ring, on the inside ^ 
which was inscribed ^ Louisa," and which 
ehe had intended to give him oA the fol; 
lowing day. 

The next morning they todW kave of 
vot. Ji I — * 
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their kind-cntertuneniwhdidiAm* fiiilM 

they would never po^ •thatiwaj-'WifthQWl 

an hpWi 4;liey came lo the. rortd-r iviliciii^it 
had beeD det^nQinad. tbat GUdm^vaa to 
kavatham. Hehadbemt m Jiopoi>:ihaA 
Eklwacd would hare given^ biw aeoe|>]^w^ 
tuB^y o£ a< private QoaTensafcioQ.fwitii 4)ia 
sistar.at'the door>of. the aiitwg9>v.1li<i«^ 
but iw « few mimitesb and asfM^binaitf 
rpdi^a^.ai.slfidumed paee^ be ^riaqviaiii^ 
by i w«y . pC ^iilt,^ i^tnuided bis -firt^iid lAat 
hdW^abouittotakeleayeaftlurai^^^^ Fimb 
ing bowej^ar.tha^ C!Awftrd^.jralks«rA(ipMi» 
flKfy.didijnotaoa^.wildi bis jM^yae^jJi^ 
took A , huiyiad'imii iabrupl;r i adifitt >botii<>a[f 
him and <^Li)waa»^jaiiditumcdrih 
head |<^w#cda'Cplebe(iter»voo; J^afWifDjto 

Lo)i£u^^d^ jPMit ^ attempt >to ^ oomoa&iHar 
g^f at 9or^ilg wM[ic)k^ikxMni imt dto 
longer striving against the feelijogps^wbidl 
agU^ted Ii9r»*fh0 yieldad .lorall iimwiatifiee 

0f her emotions, and as the carriagp.ywr 



et^ii«4^bb4d aloud. Eii^m-^^nvhoJcn^w 
tJm : d»y pawed J ^ gfeomy i sil^fierrbatjjr 

tj^feppihw w4;si6tw teg*?nti^ 

^ Iiii4 the C!Fow» aj;id,:Ql)s;fc9c^.wW«bi 
opposed tljem oi>> rt€wr fi«Bt e^tmno^ ialft 
life . Gildonitpo rode xS wiih:^ hm¥ji 
hwrtt .fe? be .tawd wiAb a. real ^i%|ii9i^. 
but bM k>Te was of ajl?(|ft,pure. and diwftfi 
t^^ssMlicb^F^^r tbAli.4;b^i^; and,be6id€ia< 

he bud a bqpyaacy o£;9pifit ths^bom^hiimi 
yp iioder mwfortung^ and: wbUthalaw^i^ 
iilfr«f # made hii3» i Ioq]^ forward to ; wnm 
iz)oi9;&ifoujrabIe future^ when, the cl<md^ 
wbfpb then hoyered oyer him would bei 
dii9»{»4e4> ai:id l^ave a dear $ky and) oqusk 
fonteMie: ^sunshine.. He felt tber exiatuig) 
diMppointment noost kecaoly ; hut heswaf> 
suiiqpfQicted by an entire confidenoe^ . thal^i 
^ s€|0P«E;?or latior, hl^Joye would heiwiteesflN 
filled happy. ' 

His presettt pkn , wa$>< to viifijt Mount 
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Vernon, Monticello, and the Nattirsi? 
Bridge, to attend the races of Fredericks* 
burg, and then return to New-Ybrfc^ an* 
lise all the address he was master of ta 
procure his father's consent; but if he fail- 
ed, to return, insist on the hand of LouisiE^ 
and trust to his Other's forgiveness anci 
the chances of fortune for the rest. Yefe 
it must not be supposed that this was the 
settled determination of a firm and decisive 
mind, who, deliberately weighing all the 
arguments for and against a particular mea- 
sure or course of conduct, and ascertaining* 
what is best in a choice of difficulties^ 
makes h|s selectiop, and thenceforwarcl- 
pursues it with steadiness and earnestness ; 
no, it was rather the Impulse • of -feeling 
than of judgment — ^the predominance of 
one inclination over another. He had fre>- 
quently vacillated between this course^ and 
that of forcibly breaking off ftom Xx>u^^ 
and then returning to ^ew-York, <br the- 
purpose of renewing his addresses to Miss^ 
De Peyster. Indeed, after he se^fkned to 
have made his determination^lie had con* 
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.<^|E|6rcMe misgivings about the propriety 
and^ even praicticability of his course. His 
/at^^r'siobduiwgr,. the opposition of Lou:^ 
isa's friends,^ and the desperate plan of mar* 
rying without the means of supporting a 
fetnily in comfort, much less in the style 
i^ wished, seemed at times to he insupe- 
xsMe olyections to the gratification of his 
.wishejsu But when he saw Louisa, con- 
versed wijtb her, perceived the warmth of 
^her afiPection, in her whole look and man* 
ner, an^ received her enthusiastic yet in- 
aoqent assurances of regard, his fears and 
.his prudence both gave way, and he yie}d* 
jcd'only to the suggestions of love. He 
had been on the point of insisting, as his 
hints to that purpose were not regarded 
by Edyyard, on being permitted to accom- 
pany them to Stanley ; and he perhaps had 
done so, if it had not in some measure 
thwarted his plans ; besides, he had pre- 
y^ed on his father to give his consent, 
that before he returned to New- York, he 
^fhouM avail himself of the only opportunity 
he might ever have of visiting the seats of 



-jhidi«e* tkMe'^n was ffitffiddnt ibr tliWe 
' ' (Bd^aiH' send \Lda1ia' Readied ^'Stbtitey, 

^^se'irpleaMtftlysitiBfttM on atk'kteS- 
¥}eflce lAKiiit btMW teSib l^eem tlie'PolOida^ 

^ digbt JH9es-«f^«fid dawn^^6irr»«r. <:fts 
^dr visit %id ' h&in asmoOikMyy limtt, 
/fhey.lttdi)6en anxtoriMy'^jct>m^' fdff 'tb- 
^Vdhil-di(ys;and<Mi& Btn-tmr, tiie.'eidtet 
<fl»i^^bt^r df thei^ etitmain^ni 'tSmt tihe 
i^i^'df I^tiito; was <f1h6kj6yed "(6 %mbrM& 
:Rgi^fHlMd; ^er ilH ivSimiiee- dPtHsm^-tito, 

*^!n«^f ^ham; With faet" httsbattd Mr . Jtto«R» 
'WSk th^ti oh a nMt to ^M^ the s«niMer1stt 
<8^i^. Tlitel^ #te Irlso in f h« foj6se a 
%tother of Mh J)(lii6s<<#ho'vMk^ih'i£aiiiif6t 
16{^<Mlii» JdHa, and a ftf6»^ 'SfitteKttMU), 



vuhsaasxhvmmmMVfjoifmKu^a, ITS 

fcmileta ioDfiftoU^i dVfad ; extamnveiMr 
gPRp)&^ ibMdiiii|p» a>^rfwtf ipml Mo* 

lim nwtBcisideoaf^^e^itoiiise^' fimaed sn 

VQUOteiiKHM ^nd ivood^ ooimtey^ t^y fatd 
jfiit . i teft,« vtbttergb xJtli^/iivere > infetior in 
pidsttffi tflMilfty. /iQESie^WiM* was 0( bricl^ 
«bid eoiiiiiMd o£ a^ wide faMtge <]iHP€Nig[h 

tidtlv^bov^ahd ' %eli9«r '«teifs. < ^h tre ivas 
toiUe8Mft*itlilil%«nUifig 1^ liMtfr one; 
fei^^rMeh H w tnc ^irefte two Iddging^rooms, 
chMf titcM ^iiiMsMiiiffly''tMDiipied'lrf ycmng 

hiN^titttf tt9if iMlMd 'Barton^ kiyitttd a 
fpliMmeMiifafHH^^ of«lie 

iMHlti^^V fwiMPe TiMdngi^im^ jimk^lmg^ 
anl<Mt03uairiBiiig,<4rerem« «li«te4iaie4bi- 
l9MMl)fli t)ieidiic£ hcrtmess^f life. • ^t ^m» 
ipMkedinithviimgfl^boadiood 4>f -Okoytanl^ 
criiedHiMtaii^ ^^hwe-^^iahalAtaiitt^i bM« 
from time immemorial betiK'Mmiirlifllde 
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fights* hoMe-noet^ and balliB^ They were 
graiit eiMumres at the t^^e^-^ood of drew 
•oi danicn^^aiid every species (^ ^mt 
tnd reirel. Frank Barton, ooloQel BartonTs 
Widest SOD, had long been one of Uiis fnu 
ternity of hons vivaniSp and he spent the 
moist of his tune from home with his gay 
CiOniptoions of King George, Westmore* 
^nd, md the neighbouring counties, in 
hunting, fishing, shooting, dancing* or fid^ 
jfUing. The colonel was a h^lcj, hearty-* 
Unking man, of about fifty-five, of a fair 
character, and with a pleasing urbanily of 
manner, united to great frankivess; and 
ease. It .was impossible to treat him witli 
disresp^t, and yet the deference shewn to 
]m age and worth was entirely iSp^ from 
aWe. Mrs. Barton was about six years his 
junior, but her face being fat and fi:ee frcxm 
Wiinklei^, she appeared, to be still younger. 
She was, a very lively, laughing old lady, 
and never was better pleased thaii when 
4she saw the yOung people happy aod 
making merry. 
, It scarcdy ever hap|ie2ied» in the Sum* 
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ner or; winter, that some two or three fa- 
aiiUes, commonly their relativesi, bat somen 
4imes others, were not domesticated with 
them. Living in a (tounty abounding with 
fish, oysters, and craba, wild duck, and 
odfer water-fbwl, and isurrounded by woods 
fomished with deer, and hares, and squir- 
rels, or by pastures tolerable for cattle 
and excellent for sheep, they always had 
a good table. The old gentleman import- 
^ his wine from Madeira, and his porter 
from England. Cider, of the Hughes* 
Crab and Royal Wilding, he made from 
his own orchard. A very large garden^ 
containing several acres, in which the gra- 
tification of the eye was a secondary ob- 
ject, furnished every variety of vegetable 
and fruit produced in the country, in the 
greatest abundance. A boat, equipped 
with an awning, oars, and sails, was always 
ready for the accommodation of those who 
-either wished to cross the river, to go cm 
a fishkig excursion, or to sail or row up 
and down the river on a party of pleasur?. 

i3 
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liliGock; dk^^, find Aiths, an did'tafifK^ 
«hord, a fl^te^ ^ "vkiHiiv md two or (tte^ 
%Mk^ca8^s bP'tooksy. Winch w^re •exdo- 
ieIv€^ those' tfa^t liad ibeen /of ^ttatest icie- 
-lebrity when oolond fiBi^o!Ji*'wai>ft|)roimg 
'iifian« With' all theses itKcnnsvdf ^^getling 
rid c^f Tittle^ it yet tstemi^d 'sometimes to 
f^5 oh ' heavily, in the intervals between 
"breakfast and dinner, ahd-fdinner «nd isup- 
'per; bikt'at these tim^s/ itmiuat be-coup- 
<fesised; there 'were few. s^rry ^hearts olr sad 
«faoes: Mrs. ' Barton's loud and good-hu- 
•moured laughs, the ^onel'r Hvely jests 
-and urbane auavity of mantter^ and their 
'4^ceHent fare, made every one cheerful 
'and^appy. 

Jiilia Bitrtoh quicklyii^eived the al- 
teration that had taken placis inker ohoe 
^ gay and almost volatile friend. . Instead 
Jbf that incessant lively prhlitle'whiohibrw 
^hierty distinguished her, ^e*was mwsi- 
iefit and reserved, seldom iaUgbing, and 
never in that careless joyousness of man- 
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for iribiok ilmmM ano0 so vefoarkuble* 
BefDttviil^iilliat dMt mafiifested a wi^ ^ 
holes .%al€)«ie,<«pd^wJMs.fi?eqa€ntly ^^l^scffit 
Mid;:al»ti»ct6d when in occnpaoy, Julk^ 
that evening made the inquiries which 
iiimdihiP'' 'dictated^ ^and aftev name little 
tedfciJQP^ f ahe: JMpqpght Louisa to disclose 
esnry tfaiBg.; .Indfcsd, Atiss Barton had 
kt)aijm.Jof iGilckm^s att^ntk^ toLouisat 
and that t^ey wew^ fvfouvahlfy received ; 
l(ttt ^e JNid jnet b^«i apprized of the diffi- 
GoItieB in ;tha may. «f < their marriage. 
( , i iiouim^ after this frank disclosuire» found 
in Ahe SD^mpatbiiiogi bosom >Qf her friend, 
the<}gi8ateBt , consolation that affliction of 
aajr kind can iknow, hufe fnwe esp^ially 
theraiix]e<»8.of;love. Frotn this time her 
attachment, : and. the idifBoulliiea wM)b at- 
tendediti and the.hopes it held oUt, £pirm- 
ed . the ; |>rineipal thetrie of conversation 
wilhlihese young, friends, and v^ould havei 
oooy^ed: ^hem often the whole night, as 
well as , /the di^, if JuUa had not been so 
omoh nskpre ; di«|>d6^. to sleep than her 
guest When, however, she was wide 
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awake^ she took a livelj intefest in ker 
eousiD^s affairs ; and aKoidst all the suffer- 
ings which touched her syni|>atby, she saw 
in Louisa's fiite as much to admire as to 
pity. 

Bnnight up in ease and affluenoe, and 
indulged in all her whims, Julia,,Barton 
had somewhat of that proneness to disoon«« 
tent which unvarying prosperity is apt to 
produce. Devoting the chief part of her 
leisure to novel-reading, she saw every 
thing through the falstf medium whicb 
these delusive pictures of life are apt to 
create ; and notbing interested her much, 
except as she thought she could discover 
in it a resemblance to these same ideal 
pictures. The height of her ambition was 
to be a heroine of romance, and she c^len^ 
deplored her way ward fate in secret, that 
her life should glide on in one dull, uh-^ 
ruiBed quiet, exempt from those tender 
distresses, and delicate sorrows, whi^ con-* 
stitute the charm of so many romantic 
tales ; all had gone with her too smoothly 
and too soberly, and she saw no. prospect 
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x>f her meeting <witfa litiy'thoFe remilrklible 
ddvehtures, or perplexities, or kiteresting 
inbidents, than her mother and grandmo^ 
tber before her. It was owing to this 
frame of mind» that the young gentleman 
then in the hous^, and the 'brother of her 
sister's hvsbahd, had been kept' in a: state 
of suspense for nearly a year. . 

Nsrthaniel Jonesy. or Nat Jones^ as he 
was Called in the neighbourhood, possessed 
the solid recommendations of a good es- 
tate, a respectable understandings . a . fair 
<diaracter; and an amiaUe temper; but 
having known him from his in&ncy, and 
Sieeing in him nothing more than she saw 
in most of the young men of the Northern 
Neck, except more moderation and sobri- 
ety of character, she could not bring her* 
self to regard him as a lover, though be- 
fore he took upon himself that character, 
his uniform propriety of deportment had 
made him a great favourite;. His name 
too, so little like that of a hero of romance, 
was a great damper of his success; and the 
oordiid approbatiah lirhicb hissmt met 
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nvjlii^^itom JoKi's Menda, iifaB>a.f«fftblsar 
4ffli<lvaMi|9a /.She:d]d;iij9tim<)e!addi^ke 
Jffn 'Jones, and Ae aft#a|is trciatad'Miii 
wSthvitivUity, ^as she did.everyiother^p^v 
mOfihat she oould not.neadilj' bdiig her^ 
«df te ikiok upon one aa herikivei: wiKoa 
alie had ki^awn from her afifaadyfr^^ho 
was not a foundling, nor evin^an ictspkm^ 
and who8e>suit w^nt^on in diafkin every- 
day cDurse Ahat ali the matdmui^ vtbe 
«eigbbQuvhDod were .made. vHbd th^ 
l»een; any oppondon on eithef^r side-ebad 
^lere b«f a any mastery, aayauigakur. m* 
oamstancesy.oonnected with his 6ait,.thcace 
is no doubt that the esteem ahe ah^eady 
felt ibr him would have soon opened injbo 
4iafve.: Sbe found, in the . affaks qf hw 
^ooiisin, all that; sentin^ntal distress, and 
difficulty of situation which. she ^omucib 
notErted^ and she could not bul mew. Lour 
iaa; in the midst of her^misfo«tHnf(9i as^ 
tAgsct . more of envy than : coinpaafi&an. 
.W(hen she disclosed h0t owxx Im^^tfym^ 
to her : Mend, she eveD Jdt afiiiamed tbat 
€very.4ihing.€oimeoted whJijthem should 
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nj^^f' in tso^ hMMfy> and mtttio^m styte. 

LoiiiBa tmgibf^lkixd Iter ^n tke^ bright 
prospects of happmciss.' befoie 4ier, and 
*vontli0i!ed'«b0'toulft:fer a mMmnt hesitate 
iJibut ^acoeptiBg ia^titat], ii9&> to m Agriw- 
«Ue '^^rMi' ^mi(HEihiai6k» dispi>sitiio]i ^ftfipUd 
-dl Ih^qiidiBfleitioM whicfa'hepcDiufidetttte 
IH^ds dieted necessftiy. < 'LMPinikucleed 
«t 'first suspee«ed that .'herlieart ittustlie 
'preengiiged f but Ondltig'tbat was n^t l^e 
Wie, #he ekp<MtillM(^d witl¥ 4ier, and fen- 
«)My contrasted Julia's happy lot with her 
*^Wn. • • 

tWe will »!K>w leave *hese young ladie9, 
m differently .the vi^kns pf sentiment; 
&r the- one was afflicted ^theobstacles 
in the way <of^>her attacbmentr and the 
i^ber lamented' that she had no obstacles 
^ encounter^^let n^ leave them to attend 
^Edward, who, after he had rested himself 
and his cavalry for two days, set off fdt 
^Richmond, where he pwposi^ to .have an 
ikttbrvie w wdUi f bis « father's cojimel, and 
iafter Temmiiing ik&e, 'Und at A^' old &- 
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niily mansion in Charles City» ' till the 
sickly season was over in Williamsburg; 
to go to that plaoe, for the purpose Of at- 
tending the law' lectures. 

He passed through Frederieksburg, 
which he reached the following nigh t« He 
stopped at a much frequented tavern 
there, and found several young men smo- 
king Cigatrs» and. discussing the merits of 
general Washington's farewell address, 
which had been published a short time 
before. Some of them greatly admired 
it ; soiaa found fault with its sentiments, 
though they approved the style ; and one 
or two condemned both. In the course 
of the evening the company was composed 
of half a dozen difierent sets, most of 
w'hom were dres^sed in the extreme of th6 
iashicm^ either smoked cigars or chewed 
tobacco, were zealous republicans, and 
coinn(u>nly addresised one another by the 
title of ** dtizen.*' 

One young man, more neatly, but less 
£ishionably dressed than the rest, rebitked 
^another,, who, iQiOfiensive and indecorous 



fangoag^^ was reyilang the characler of the 
{ntsident ; and observed^ that if we were 
sure that we were rights and the president 
wioQg, no one could doabt his upright in« 
tentions» and that for a single cause of dis- 
satis^ction (the ratification of Jay's treaty), 
3y6 ought never to forget the services he 
had rendered the country. Upon which 
a small man^ wearing a calico gown, and 
who had several times attempted to make 
himself heard, now stepped fcnrward, and 
in . a tone and manner that oqiOmanded 
attention, said — ** Nay, sir; if gratitude for 
|>ast services should make us swerve from 
present duties, or hinder us from doing 
justjLce, it is a vice and not a virtue."* He 
pro^^d^d to demonstrate his proposition 
according to the doctrines of Godwin's 
Political Justice, then getting into vdgiM^ 
fnd zealously propagated by a few enthu- 
sifusts in that section of the country* The 
young philosopher was fluent, ardeiit, and 
specious ; and those whom he did not eon- 
^inpe, he confounded, until he drove f|t>m 
the field of dispute every antagonist. 



KltiHgf ^lig^l^Utids of those ^ ^bdtte^itKMl 
Mcfirflles^fe Qgre(^ wifh, he became neu* 
tt^ilizfedj^^hd remained isilent. 
' ^ TW tiext morning lie arose eariy, "ttad 
imiiiig Vifiitei* *he howe in ' wliich thtf it- 
lilWrieM Waskiiigtdii had' once livedo' ttnd 
^i«4iet«^4id8 venevable mouther then tottiMd 
l»i tbcf Jferge ^f ^ khe*.graVe, -fae set tiff ftr 
MK^iii^oml, and in the ^^^rmmg leadhed 
iteN^ver Coart4iduse, "where the ' «e]f«. 
tMated'^etMoFi Fatrksk Henfy^y began his 
tMMtt'^eloiiffenee, nfittd where our littvel*- 
ie^Him'^erf viFell^aeedmafDdated ;^«ind the 
«€^'day<<fae'l«ach^ tktk ^Swan Taim<4 in 
flkAMhMld to"' dinner, ile ^laased the 
'«frenin^1ti^*#«llking'ah>ng^e'4!^hk<cif the 
ViVer, *«J* *iAottt -Mayors Bfidge; tliM 
Mffldingr atiM' in i^ting'^to hift wcrtl^ 
tttid'^Meiv -fowbe^ movoing ^he> oi^lad^n 
his laiKFy«i^/JM^.' ..^.^^^ at *bat time in the 
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that the'este in -whieli Ms ftttil«i> was sned 
-i^ a^ sortiy ttrottld Be efgaeSL at itiie suo- 
Vie^tt^ tirtn-^baft' th&re was little chance 
'oP fa^ belYtg iabto to get clear df paying 
lihe'di^'andlfeflieconimended acompro* 
ym^lft' tiite could. he effected. Tn the 
^ftdiaibipn he walked down to the Bri(^- 
lrtrw,'wifW E-^— ^ istfeet, to the bSOWd. 
liable, 'aiid -to his ' gWat ' sctifprise he 
there st^thesame'emtnenft'ootmselj btr- 
'«lly ehgaged at "play; and' betting Very 
"tthAy. He 'vms eagy and fiimHIar with 
^vefy"6n^;- arid if there' wm not a great 
^eSkl'tifthe forms of respect' Tpaid to bhn, 
^tf^it ]dace was amply suppHed'with liie 
i(flltbth)]i' tihA good-will they e^ridebtly 
liOrt'ttoWitfdsf Mm. 

< '^JBlWtfrd' tixpressed soitoe 'sttrprist ai 
'What be isaw to a young* man, With ' whbm 
he Was slightly acquainted, alM'leanMid 
^itk tMd dlstingtiished 'lidvacate was ^de- 
*MMed toblHittFdSi cBee, ««Bd "^ro^Mrilk*^ 
«Mt tie often &piettt'^Wr^lieA> psrt4of>tti6 
nAffat M' tiome aQ*(ed< gMiifiig-^Gitte^- wheve 
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he lost a large portion of the gaias whid^ 
fai$ fame and talenjtshad x^iquited• - ^ 
. During his stay here, Edward wai in* 
^ trodiiced to a societyof young gentlemen 
ijx this t^wn» eonsisting prindpaUy of sta- 
dents at law^ -where legal» moral* and poli- 
tical questions were discussed with a good 
deal of ability and ingenuity. , Most of 
its memhers, who have not found a pre* 
^matyire grave, have obtained a distinguish* 
ed'SUindiug in sodiety, and some of thera 
havp filled the . highest honours of the 
eountxy. At first, Edward's haughty re^ 
.fi^erve prevented their seeing and knowing 
his ^prtb,- but after a while, he became a 
.great favourite with them* By these 
J9^s he was introduced into several gen- 
teel houses, and saw females whose charms 
he could not have b^dd ^ith indifference, 
if he had not been fortified with a previous 
attachment 

Parties were more distinctly formed and 
more widely separated h^ere thaa he had 
^en th^joii in Fred^^ ; and there was 
jbot little ipteneourse, cert^ly nqn^ that 
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was coricKal, between tfae leading fahnKes 
of the. two parties. The merits of the 
British treaty had' been busily discussed 
throirghout the preceding winter and the 
current year, and it still formed a very 
common topic of abuse for one 'party, and 
of apology for -the other. The party to 
which Edward belonged was tne strong- 
est in numbers as well as talents; and he 
would have found the place and its inha-* 
bitants very much to his liking, if the'coh^ 
dition of his affiiirs had permitted him to 
remain thfere. 

After staying some eight or ten days 
in the metropolis, he set off for Ek^tbfii, 
the place of his nativity in Charles City; 
If he had never visited this spot in the* 
height of his prosperity, without a feeling 
of melancholy which an appearance of de- 
cay and desertion always inspires, how 
must it be now that it was about to passr 
into strange hands ! Formerly, the sad^' 
ness he felt arose from the vague impres-' 
aon of the uncertainty and instability of 
allhutnan possessions; but now, tfacf sight 
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of^tVeii«rabl9 a^. of his «iiM9to«l^«^ 
jxm^ i^m of dw fall of hi« |90iil^:||o9p^ 
tibeii; ionp^ar i^nlmoe. 9ik1i coQ3e^Qiwm fS 
the mfy»t 4ih$Qiute poverty ; and^ tine ^mi 
der «i)4 »9^.UQpli?asiiig mQlan^^o)y M^ft^ 
tcnmGfisf expwmee^t: wa&v exchanged ^^ 
9, bitteirness of fedjug and soreness :o^ ith^ 
heairt whicli bftd nothing in it coq^pltttltj^ 
or agjeeaWfe 

. The house; w^ a large one for the tm» 
and oo^iptry in whiQh it was erept^;;:U{ 
conflji^ed .^ ^ quadrapgujJAr .buiWiiiWi^ 
the centre, and two wings, ixk^esn^iO^ 
whioh the different oflGkes were al^h^d, 
so as that the whole extended to^i^ ^gn^ft 
lepg^. It ^topd within, two, hwiMlG^ 
yaf4^ of >the, river, to, thehwks of.;w)4o^ 
the: ground, well coated with. ti|i^ bfu]f ^ 
grajtipfi} <wd regular . slope. On. .one ^^ 
of, the house, vras ap ex^tensirp :gArd^«H 
ruwii^ pawjiel to the river. . A? wi^ 
pl«in,,.$jtf-et(^)4Qg.tP^ a great distimce imki 
of thci .manivi9n»^,wi^,.4ivi4ed lu^ li(!^ 
fii^ld^ : wjiigh vi^e^ eveiy\ year 4shifte4fi;9M^ 
PprnnQr;Wiieift.to es;t^Niy#t.paf¥^ 
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ix«iifvMHti^ qiiaffli^ %*ilfi(9£ t)ie4itiifltr 

wlMok ;therhtite7af if hei n cgwtou irancai^ 
nBgaAmepri^iiaajli90^;to:^afllijQf>i^ 
mairtiadiedalittle^rdeDii Inttfi^ti^ 
the hoose, covering itk^ .m!^» .wsemrtvxi 

la^g^j09k« some of^^thieaii ina 9tetei(lfj4it 

biitliiMig^.. The boudeMKiiMrtig'birickrMrii 
hud wfiered fiom > ^the ii9ti«(al liikj^y&M of 
time before a)lehel <3iBW|maii>jBtnM Idt dfafi 
posMMOtt: o€(i1iJ He iied^^lii>lMNt^nat 
loBgTi|ftJw\liTed4n It/ ks(it-$it/ii»;tBleiaU^ 
tttj^i}. SfaiQei Imi ksd/r^Monred takiFiriib 
liokwlMihaioL byr d0grees^AtKff6radi>it Jto lift 
negl^ed, ; aibI. it was ^nbiv! ki a akateiiof ^ 
emflentiiiilajndafeion.: Moefa^c^ thai:W&|i» 
dawnMnntai jMBae fAHWiof i^aa^ ;IHliibi 
^ a. £m Urn ^■dbca^itbemidbieacivon'.'btelbKi 
oot.i: ; Qei—iL af tftie aqtandoondUldiMto' 
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ted at the bottoms, as bad also the^thiMfaoid 
and window sMBs. Moss had gmwn about 
the steps, and the stones of whioh theiy 
were made had either sunk in, or, by Hm 
gnadual action of fix>8t and v^etation, had 
been moved irom then* original places, mkd 
aflfoided between their interstices nourish- 
ment for the plantain, the dock, and dan- 
ddioD, and underneath them, an asylum 
fi)r lizasds, frogs, and toads. 

An old man, who had long since been 
past labour, but whose tried fid^ity re* 
ocHBmended him for sudi a duty, had t^ 
dtmtge of airing the house, and keeping it 
in order ibr the reception of sudi of the 
family as occasionally visited it On^ 
wing had been for some time occupied by 
the overseer, or manager — •b, smooth, {dau« 
sifale, voluble man, who had got the Uind 
ode of c(donel- Grayson in his Metime, 
and had maintained himself in the good 
ofomon iof the family ever since, €ttd 
Bristol, or Bristow, as he was oommrady 
called, was ^igaged in oobbUng hia shees^ ' 
witii the aid of a pair of spectacles^ : in the 
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i^hen door, when Primus, openinjg the 

gjite, called out — *^ Unde Bristow, master 

Edward is come.'' 

( The old man laid down the implements 

of his industry, and came tottering with 

age to welcome his: young master. . 

1 ^* 1 How goes it, uncle Bristow," said Sd« 

ward^ offering his hand with a more 

mourp&l feeling than he had ever before 

j^eeted the old man — *^ and how are you 

aU?" 

. ^ Oh, master, I am up and about, thank 

God! Aggy has been complaining of 

ftioB' in her bones. There i^ several of 

the people at the Quarter that have agues," 

: ^* And where is Mr. Cutchins ?'* 

: ** He is gone to Petersburg to engage 

the wheat.*' 

^VHow are the crops ?•* 
4 ^f I heard the overseer say the wheat 
would not turn out well. We had a wet 
harvest^ and the weevil got in it before he 
found t time to tread it out, I told him it 
mm always, our rule, in Mr. Ward's timei 
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to gafe onot <(wr wheat befeve tiiie AU itaMi 
In Atigart. SIoiJtoF the^dom k fadgjkty 
bad, but it is pretty good on the dmr/ . 

Thus the &Hhfiil <dd aerrmitvf^m on 
deJtadling ali the partioultra idadhie to tlto 
estate, as far w he rainenheied, «nd had 
iieen able to procure iafortmtioii ^xnotthe 
younger aiid more adtive partoftiie idhrvea. 
A smalt lively boy *nbw oame im^ md 
bowing to Edward, 'said^^* Miistms W.d 
me ask, sir, if you have dined.'' 

** t have »iOt,- md he,^** Whafc:t6y is 
that, unde Sristovr ?" 

** That k a biiy Mr. €dtdMs bought 
this summer.*' 

*' I wonder Cutchins kjns out dl lib 
gains in fmrdiasiiig negMcsg^ and ^does tiot 
buy land." 

Bristow smiled.*^^ I Mi^te J^.Cutcb- 
ins' got money ^enough to buy knd and 
niggers too." 

** Hew ^ta am ib6?" 43^ Edwaid 

'^ Ob, master, Mr. CutehiM' » tmf^ 
DMney^making mon^ lie lonte « littk 
plantation of old coionel Ox&e; he 3Mke 



lllit^ftops, und s^l wbe&i mad wen ; dhd 
ke ttldc6 gbod drbps wbe^i^ w^ do or n^t** 

^Ah, tmde firistow, I «e6 you bttp^ 
gtH 5Mttt old kispiifibn$« 2 «m afi«id Mr. 
Ckt^bis iind j<mBte4m lio better: terais 
tijni fortiierly:* 

'* No, mastefiw^Mr. Cotebbs m^ me 
very well, absept that he tek'e Aggy'g cow 
when ihe htA \ calf, and give a good 
obt»ioe iff dailk, and ^(^ Aggf stko^r. 
Ateeptkig this, Mr. Cotchin^ uge me yety 
well; bat I don't think it ri^ for over- 
flWH to make so tsvt^h ttioney ovrt of their 
employer. He's gone now to Petersbni*^ 
ti^4irtl wiieatr mA Diek mfs be means to 
have it gifdtfnd into flour."^ 

*• WeH, if be does,** sttid BdWard, ^ I 
hwe DO doulft be will rMder a just ac- 
count of it. I believe him to be very 
hcmMt, Sis well as fit fbr business^ but we 
shall not long have occasion for his ser^ 

'^ W^dl, ^nk C^ for that, master,** 

siid'Bn6fxyw« 

» « » ... 

• «« 



p 
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• ^I mean,** said Edward, f* there is every 
reason to believe that the debts which 
have come against my fathei^s estate will 
inake it necessary that the ' plantatiot): 
should be broken MP* and every thing sdd;** 

**-What ! niggers and all?** said "BiiiA^ 
tow, with an accent of alarm. 

" 1 fear so," said Edward. 

The old man shook h^ head. — V I. wias 
afraid it would come to this. I t<old Aggy 
I was sure, from the^ way things were c&r* 
ried on here, that ev^ry thing would be 
sold. And what is to become of my poor 
mistress?" * < ' 

'^My mother is reconciled to thechtoge« 
I am in hopes there will be enough left to 
make her comfortable," endeavouring ^ to 
cheat himself as well as this faithful do- 
mestic. 

^* And will the peAple. be sold at publiq 
sale?" .C 

" No, uncle Bristow, I will ney^r coo- 
sent to that : they shall be sdid with the 
land to some good man, so that their &i« 
tuation will be no wojrse than it has been." 



■J 
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. « WeH, thank God for that ! But did 
ever I think to see the day when this 
-f>kice wad to go from the Graysons ?" 

Edward, whose family pride and at- 
tachment to the residence of his ancestors 
were sufficiently excited before, heard 
these lamentations of this affectionate 
slave, who had grown grey in their ser- 
vice, with great pain ; when the little mu- 
latto again made his appearance and told 
Edward that dinner was ready. 

Mrs, Cutchins received him very kindly, 
^nd he found her. greatly improved in 
dress and appearance since he saw her t*he 
year before, and several new articles of 
furniture indicated a correspondent change 
in thdr condition. He sat down to a 
broiled <^icken and ^ed ham, with seve- 
ral dishes of vegetables, the whole served 
up in the same style of neatness for which 
-Mrs. Cutchins had ever been remarked 
and praised, but in one of greater expence. 
She gave him a melancholy detail of the 
sickness of the negroes, ^nd the various 
fiiishaps of the crops of wheat and com^ 
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tiff 4f#h of b^r^e^ an4 cattle^ i|^>^; 
9^99* that her lm^ian4 Jtod .g«R« tp 
make atjb«f the M^eat^but At ww miUlt 
jnred» )ie loared: it wqmUi not torn :out 

.« Hq mttDS fa haTe it groofld I bate/' 

"^Yes^ sir,; he» said h» shoiild. ade wfaiili 

vouU^fove >be best ftt fhe.eiMe^ Sfe 

Gm Oinage eifvery tUHg te. th« btst ad- 
vantage, QjBiiQeiaUjr aa. tb« wk^ts taurMd 
,Qiit M l»§ly.-»f«-Biit.ywi don't .eat any 
diing, Mr« Gragrsim; yni ^aumA put ti|^ 
with mj plain fiurcir" . 

*^ Ycitif dimiei^ui verjr ^paodj^Mit^ Cuifib- 
10^ and I bai¥e done juitiMr tb il^'' :. . 

•*Wont yoM lifete wf >»»nfjaa» .1 
nmde IkjeBtexifettii^ to^ seeaMaei of tinfc 
SmAj," aaid the ddiiw^ puflkkig » n&er 
lehlteloafbafimMn^ udtin aietda(fe<irf' 
butter, and another €£ prcsenn^ m^ 
berri^ - .....•.; 

Jlcving finiabed fab lepaat^ brwfliiid 
into the garden, that was endeaared to hkia 
bjr the reooUectian of hia fadjridi da^ftm 



9Mi9K)'b4 ImA p«rl0)iN94 the earliest figd» 
i^riftoM fem^ ^ th^%«^ imIpiii^ or 1^4 

gwura lip vilk iireQiGk»^ w4 g«m«i tlic» 1M4 

treat tinit bnl b«^ wna^dSy tntAtmit 
now ia utipnimd ]»iuii^qcw wcn^ a more 
flmirif^r)^ iqppcw^qi^ idm Iw Hud ever 
MW ik^s»4 The ^?s wetn ki«4ed mUb 
gtSfffl, 49nM «f wiMh Wfve Adw rip^ 

Tbo tlfim Mi4 a&tlww hwi gfovm veqr 
nsiif 1^ 9iid ibm lattornrer^ jm^IosiBg tiieii 
i|^blMm« In tht^ QoniQv Q€pct th^ hoi9^ 
two or iiin» 8^«k«i Bc^igj^otly cuHU 
Vita4» ftiriMidiAd :the QveK^^m with cal^ 
bug^ pulses 9i}4atb^ oomnran v^ignetaUes^ 
The Ult6 ^omwxkg slwqfa^ appe^»^ here 

md i^w^ lirigbtomog: th^ 9<;^tie with 
%h^t gay bu96; but showing^ by tbeur dU 
istoiiebei 9ijie^' mid iffCjgiihr dnpersiom* 
th«li 1^ bad bdd no band in tbeiir prodao 
tilOil. In tbe ^hfip diTiMOU of th^ gar* 
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den there had fcmnerly been a choicef cot 
lection of fhdf trees^ many of whidi Veie 
in full bearings but for want of pruning 
they were overloaded with fruit, oc had 
been the prey of some destructive insect: 
A few apricots appeared to be ripe, and 
he plucked one and tasted it, but it ap- 
peared to him a different fruit from what 
it bad been six years before, for it had beetl 
so long since he had been here at this seraon. 
He went down to the bank of t^e ma- 
jestic James River, there upwards of two 
miles wide, and walked along the b^h« 
He had a lively recollection of his boyish 
feelings, when he had searched in the rub- 
bish which the tide had cast up for soni^ 
thing curious or valuable, and found hcm 
thing but a chip or refuse piece of carpefi- 
ter^s work. He remembered the buoyancy 
tod elastidty of spirit with which be used 
to run along the beach of soft white sand, 
at this season of the year, when, the air 
was neither warm nor cold^ and when tke 
bare consciousness of existence was a source 
of lively pleasure ; or when he would 
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jinnpinto the boat:^ which his £ither kept, 
imd. wonld assbt m^ patting any <»ie aerass 
who had missed the nei^boarii^ ^^nyt or 
had not time torrach it; or would join 
the parties which hooked the sturgeon, or 
hauled the seine ; or go on board the ves- 
sels that appeared to^ have come fix>m sea, 
%it the purpose of purchasing oranges or 
cocoa-nuts.' All tiiese early adventures 
came fresh into his min4> as hevie\ved 
the. scenes where they had . occurred, and 
added new poignancy to his regrets at 
parting with a spot 90 endeared to' him. 
'How differ^t, it irften seemed to him, 
would have bedn his lot, if he had been 
able ta call Matilda his own ; when, .bless- 
ed in mutual affection, he could have 
walked with her along the beach, and re- 

counted tohor some of his boyish adven- 
tores or rash exploits : he then recollected 
that all this might easily have taken place, 
and that the same untoward couise of 
events which compelled . him to s^ his 

patrimonial estate dso jthwarted his k>ye, 

•« « ..... j^ 3 • ' 



Hekiimlbnbinly oetautidlaiifitiMr^isaA 
hft VBB tmflMtiMdlgr ^ ofilinn^ thai pni» 
dcQCCt Y^v ufti ftM oC wftirai . . - . 

W«b niinqg towirifc kibi, Mid id • littlt 
wlnle te dcMded Ciitefai9%i Iritb liflf komi 
onhisntunftomFiiteidHnip^ XfaM4«i«^ 
p»liticiMi» who&II MD^ol tlMfe a[tiae«i» 
adiglil at se«iiP9 ny. «f .tl^ QngrMtt. ft» 
tnttf vlMihilie.iMtaniMU fhook Sdsfwia 
I^tbe-Jnud moat •nriUaUgt, an& and Ite 
hiid bwBB lodflnng finr; Uni fiwaoneitiririir; 
that ke hMl.bMfi.eiid6inrauringp tp iktfnm 
of liie wfeeatk w he liraiigllk he ctttalA di» 
battel with, iir ift P^^^rafawg^ «bo<^ril 
tMrii -a fiHtfe ii»llici> to iia*i|: .itthni tt» 
Rioiinkiind: ttet. he had btaLdiaaatMfibd 
with tiie M aw dia ai t ttibe latter pfetti.faalh 
OR aoeodiit «f the ^^ht% «nd iiL^actlifog 

meanl.totiim.ituii|ojifiiiif?" : 

"WW* norr-yeii IiOMa»t.i9rfeHmApait 
u^flDpri feo( wfQr flC. iviai . 4Ui4 bow. w 

Mrs. GxKfma,. aadjtik the fiunUy ? Yoa 



iMk ^ry wel^ JlSx* Qnfu^n. I wotMler 
we ' b«d Mt «e^ joii wben y^oorwu in 
WiUiittwbarg tept frkiter.^ 

Thoi^gh }at mbdunt of ^ diipwiti<m 
of Hie wbaot di4 ihMi agree wkk ibftt of 

Ifos. Ca1;fiiin9; h^ p^r&f dy cwMidfd with 
ker HI fb€r qiMn^ty 9n^ qwiity of ttw 
ON^p^ aod of tbe grwllQ» in l¥)i9««» h^igk 
Ai^rte Iha iiw^eiit iidMiefiC of tbe ii»f 
gn)0$i0 mA q£ the quantily of ai]^ wi tai^ 
tir» wii ipWMi be ted iiMd~iie airerra} 
1m WM US' good a doetcHT w mny bp^» and 
ocmld not bear to see tbese gentry ruor 
wiil^ off Willie laiOw fiiofits of m^ 
ttet iC^ had aMt for a 4oolor as ofti^ m 
they had bean aoewtmo^d tQ do frbett 
doctor jyOkar uied to Mtend* it would 
haipe fiwafiowfd vp hatf the e«tete« 

JSdwaid, imposed upon by IbeM pnsi- 
finaloDaitf Zealand fidelity, thenfeed him 
tmW pradeiioe in maamginl^ tho artaU^ 

but oartionod him agiinit idyte jp on' liis 
own sl^ and enjoined Mnt (o eatt in a 
phj^iciui whmem the diaeaat wfi otttxjf 
the common way, or at idl violent. 
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CotdiinS' then remarked, that he bad^ 
been wishing to see hiita, or his mother^ 
for some time, to speak with them on an 
important subject, and be bated to do it 
too, but he had a growing family wbicb 
he was obliged to provide for. After 
more of this sort of prelude . to-a requi^^t 
wbidi one expects may bcf refesed, or . ra-^ 
ther which he knows ought to be rrfus^ 
he said, that great as wds bi^ r^rd fm 
the femily, it Would be impossible fcnr bitn 
to cou^hue there, unless his salary vr& 
liaised* •• . - . . .: _.i ,;. . 

Edward fi^t unaffbeted surprise at tfaos 
deelaration, as he bad ialways heard tliat 
his father had been very liberal with tius 
man, and he knew that the profits cf the 
estate woiild not justify a greater stipend. 
He therefore told hini that he. was swry, 
on hisacootint, to learn that he did not find 
his present situation profitalde, but he^had 
uhderstpod he: afhm purchased propert^r^ 

He replied^that he had bought one or 
two n^roes lately/. bat Uiey woe g^rant 
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bei^ns^ and all the money had not been 
paid yet. ; : > » 

Edward repeated ]iis'regret» and theKi 
tciA bim that.in all probidiility the ertate 
would soon pass into other hands. 
, , This newfliy of which some vague rumour 
had reiiched Cutchiiis before, gave him 
more eoneem than surprise ; he kne^ that 
he could never meet with persons so easily 
imposed^ upon, even if he could be sure of 
being employed. He wsiis sincere th^n in 
the sorrow, which he exprested, and made 
particular inquiries when and, how the 
sale was to. be made; and when Edward 
fdd him that the whole would be scAdJtOt 
getfaer, he urged on him most eiMrnestly 
the great sacrifice he would make in sudi 
a: sale; tdd him the land, by bmng. dt*^ 
vided into three or four parts, wbuld l»ring 
twice as much; and that the. stages might 
be sold in fanulies, if he did not wish to 
separate them* He ev^en inquired if he 
; would not sell him a smalhpart of the 
land, which he iiamedj running fi;om the 
Txv^, and taking . in . all that pocHr land on 






«hB hilli UwmA koked at Um it>itli> fC 
mixture of surpriie and suspicion,. i«inMk« 
iag^.tkflkbe bad not sttpposed Unit in a 
lit— tiow to yu wlwwfc He vorj^ proiiilifiy 
said, thatkohada firiMai wbo kad money; 
andwliy Imi p w w M i od to fa^miid Mm, 
is <ai* Ik aiMRild liot^ dtmMnw longer at 



The«NiM«mc»of Sdwaid,' thus- fiBaOjt 
shakM hf tlwiepeated attattln wlmh bad 
been maie on It; was not «9 tpetdify i» 
sMMdv and be oontentwd Mmsdf mtHSi 
saying- Iftiat be expected, the wh<de'af ^ 
tMOt wouM g» «og«lbari i^ a ptxncliasOT 
ewldbe-ftand^ • Cotebbia wa» AssMkisfied; 
^Imttfiring, tbat^ome nmi^ monejr was as 
gaod as another ; and,. a» if resMtin^ ffl 
t wattli W it, utis ««4d^tly leM rmip6CifiAt9 
fiAfOe^it^ilkma'im had e^wr before becSL ^ ' 

^hef^4iiei> trtai. to the part <]f the 
hbuaa ecMplbd bf CUtcUiM^ ^viw giive an 
adcontot tolw wtfe^of bis expeiMlaoni laid 
ef':hiK;eiHhfiliakir8 to make; tie )nost of bis 
eMpt 

" I tell Mw. Gmyson," said Mis. Cot. 



TJdUIAT cor flWiAHDOlAtt tOf 

chiM, ^ ]f6u «te «liira7» flfnwis ^^^ ^ 
niak« the estete profifahltw* / 

"^YWy.I hMrbQn»:draig^lQ)F V^ilpday 
and oigllt,, £n^ raiieyaa»M«ne Cliii8taM% 
ainA IJIiMfl^ totw' tl^ t^l getimf 
xM» tbanka tiiaii tbwei tbair cb notlu^ 

<" Wk^ «hara Ihe ioaM* ww/' saM 
hk w^ a0iiie^at peMurhadU-^ hat^tfeat 
<dd hy po wt e baan toying 1M im^ aftil^ 
ehiisf l^ith: &ir. Qnyscfi? He^ thaMtenal 
me the o^hor day» baMose I would IMMb I«t 
hknr h&te Aie baafe oaw^on^ tba land^ tbat 
he would take satisfiKstton^'' 

'< Hota you taft, wifeT miCiMtehins; 
^^ do fim think I eare what aid Biiatov 
taik ? Mr. Gfayion has too oMicb aanie 10 
be fistftotiig to nagioea' ntip^ ; and iig b« 
was» thank God, I am a. free mrni^-miH fm 
fUftftroiysalfi But tbo aaattar is th9~ 
Mr. Graysan* toOi me, tke attater :lan4 
n i ya a a aod aU^ ia woa t« be wU. to pigr 
hifr feitbfi^, daht%. and 1 w^tod to buy a 
icn^ of Jaw grattn4iritbtliep9pri^ge>and 
the worn out old fidd JMoing it; I owU 
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bortoW the moQey, aiid he 4on*t se^ 
wiUing to divide It.** 

: Mrs. CutchWs first sensaticm^tTOS $\ir^ 
prise/ that ^ston was to pass frqin the 
hand«f of th<^ who- had omied 4t^ ffom 
her earliest recolle<Hion ; but soon having 
an eye- td her hu^Iknd's interest, and 
taking his cue, said— ^" Why to* be sure, 
John Ctttchins,, you would hot want to 
buy brOom straw ? If I did' buy land, I 
would buy some that would produce- 
though may be yon expected, that poor 
land poor price." 

' " Tlie place is not worth mueh, to be 
Isure,^ says Cutchins ; '^ but I thought thstt 
if it was taken off, it^might help the sale 
of the te^t, and that may be I might make 
out to purchase it- . . 

■ E4»«d«.k»heslK>uldbeg,«™edl,5, 
the advice of his friends, bat as he was 
detennitied ticrt to separate ihe^ ne^tdeBy 
he did not think the' tract Was too large. 
He might not have bad his eyes so easily 
open to the selfish views of these nanow- 
miiided people, if they had not too plainly 
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^ik^mn, that they regatded him very dl& 
l^ntly; when seen as the heir of a IlMrgfe 
tfibfte, and when, stripped of hisvpji6n^ 
mony, be, ,like themsehres, had his fmtun^ 
to Qfiake — so much more sharp-sighted are 
we in detecting the feillts bf those who 
isbance to displease us. 

The next morning Cutchins, who had 
recollected it was still ta his advantage to 
keep on fair terms with Edward, resumed 
his> habitual smoothness and courtesy, and 
extolled the value of the estate, and of tj^ 
negroes, and gave advice about the most 
advantag^us inbde of dii^poisaiig' of ^ 
tiattle and stocl^. He laid before Edwavd 
his aboounts of disbursementis and receipts 
for th^ estate, all of which he ei^laiiited 
and accounted for with ar wonderful glib- 
ness; and although he was not abte to 
restore the former ecmfidence of Edwaid^ 
his explanations were too plausible for aafii 
who was both liberal and inexperienced 
to detect their errors. The result of thie 
whole was, that before the sale of the 
pieseni orop of wheat, he was, by the 
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immyt i»fc||qa<Mn itaA tiM &^ «id«ni W 

. BJuMBJ I then, rode Q»fw, t^ \a9fk v»d 
viliteA tbe mf^ <|iNirten> ifi) l^uni 
them more unoomfQvUUet if^ ekitUt^ mt^ 
hk thaklitito dfNJIuniit tbw lM»iia(& <iVer 
bffem w wH lhf«(w S9Tenl.w«rt ikfc^mtfi 
igttoi^ tiMM >i!$rer l)«d^ vnneAt «nii ill 
liippliti: iwijfc mediniKSt^ mkL tln^ itiii 
Mkidkt of 4if9^ . Dlicilk «rttt o£ ntH tanrt 
iiii|inJ<io»ki 0lii^ d lmflctl. Tkmoi^i^ 
Mil iA& wArnU body dftthenn. aik lur of 
iwtoWi wd «>metiBM[s Q^ wHm ^S$om»* 

tawandfthiqiiS ^' th^ ne\t«» that tb^ w«i!i 
td bet MlA Mb §amk Wt^ n^ldfoe* «» 
Mm te JUmUk bad told Aggjr* and Aggy^ 
badMltf aU «b^ Mefc withK-W fi<»yG^ a«f 
going :t^Mtt ^ my ycmnfp tm9ti6^^«aMd 
#ft a* itt ttf bo ^W mk&ts%cme and 
thiiil amiMicn; ^hSie mim w6vd too ]^itd 
M.gkve irttavunoe' to their aompWalla 
SAwaxd enileatovpred' to lofte^ tiie uih 
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kk iMoluftiiw tttt ta( Mpawla. (fesolki fiir 
vriMh aol cf Hn^Tir f ^tnrihiimljr thMk 
e& taWf Upline otiienr looked ilififriilMliwi 
He Smnk theiGrepiof ImUm (torn aimitjr 
€ni«ll oHe^ the klanur ioC ii!hsliKtx><llSBil^ 
«Mr and sfevepd otlicw tibreiv tm Ai^cm^ 
mutr thon^ii, to flqr tfte trnlli^ tiM' cUrf 
<waw iMf ih the ttinsiitk Arovght Umif 
litd espcnenesd in Jtily aniAjNginiL* Hife 
Ibifnd tbehorsM to ImgnstAjr diiidmdwl 
IM mnxdMr, «id; 4e60ri0nbtd n Tahwi; idl 
<if wMch dIsMMters Cutefaim aocountadl Sm 
In the itkMi pitHDpt and sdtidhetovf flottou 

Her. .:....-'-- -t 

JEdif^ard jgc>de hack, sflB ijiqie diiMlirfh'rl 
with the manager than befow, bttfc lii 
Moft ftftiid tbttt he> had IM> good «eawtt to 
Mmpieda^^ of MilKr Cotehns't MaintgBmaalt 
whatever he might of hat husbands Tht^ 
had tiA»n eapadad pains to give biorTa 
niee^ner, andCotdhina itmariia4i4tbil 
his /' Mvmumi^ wo«id send ii|» to Smi 
Hook^ finr a {lieoe of sfemgaon^ at Ae 
stti^x)9ed it was a raxHy tohiin ; in addb 



4ioft to which, they had pix^cured ftr hii 
^/disb of sofas ; .and if tte truth must be 
4oldy the ' sight of this well-known mitj 
made Imn: for a moment forget bis vex* 
i|taons and susj^dons, and even. Matilda 
lieisel£ This delicious little bind, aspe* 
des of the rail, is tak^i about the month 
ofSeptentber, in ^great numbers, in the 
twain|>y grounds of thb and the neigh- 
t)buiijig>miiitie& Figs^; peadies, grapes, 
aprjoots, wat^r mdons, and miisk melons, 
aU. vmm /peoduced,. to ibem^t the pakt^ 
■mXmB the favour of their giiest ; thOMgh 
JBdward oOuld not help fiipcying that 
they did not treat him with the sam^ 
idbiemtiei i^pect which they had for- 
foaeiiy dotie. / ■•■ ' 

; * The n€£Kt dayi with the assistance of 
liieieady and convenient Mr. Cutdiins, 
he took an inventory of all the slavey 
itoek» and &rming utensils, as well as the 
liyurniliiare^ 4HI > operation in which he was 
assisted 1^ I old i&istow and Aggy> to 
9irhoBB it seemed to be even more j^infui 
to:hims€fl£. 
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^< WiU you seH'tbe i»etum top ^'^^siiii 
the old man, in a tmie stiU more of xxibih 
plaint tiian inquiry^i and^pduoLting to aere^ 
ral family portraits which hung in Hek 
^ing-room and parlour, . 

' '^ No, uhde Bristow, wcf shall not^part 
with them ; but it .may be necessary to g^ 
through the formality of selling them**" 

' "That,'* said the old woman, ** was my 
old msister's mother, counsellor Grayson^s 
eldest daughter, ' I remember the day shle 
was hmrried as well as if it was yesteiday^ 
—Don't ypu rememljer, old man, that goi 
vemor Dunwooddy was at. the wedding^* 
' /" i believe 1 do," says the old m&n ; 
** and that was your aunt Betty, that mar- 
ried counsellor Nelson : she opened the 
ball at the Jlaleigh, with lord Botetburt, 
and they all said it wa^ the grandest ttd- 
nuet that was ever seen.** 
' ** Ah, there was a gentleman IbryOtti 
master Edward!" said the old womali:; 
^^ my old master was ialways thought grdU 
at a bow, but he could not bow* litie Ityird 
Botetourt — You see tha£ little mail in a 



waixOkt, wiAUm mOmii hat imikr his 
u m t h at W M tftin^vatAt Carqr» i^vfekni 
iMk a ^iBiid ^idolii the ^p i wei ma? :* a«d 
tins iHi^ mtntm «hraugli laU tin jMioiiH;» 
tddng an account •ftaU (dnirB^tedstradSy 
|mud» BttA fcaWtes^Miat rf nfhich brought 
to their «bHb iioine rpaist .occuinaEDe, or 
pieCa idf ifapulf historf^ «r ibcibI jceflee« 
1i«i« The .ntrntBtjUk^ han^omest {umi- 
taH);«f Jhe Ibomk liad'iieen simt to IVs* 

hB<,!ine> jmMriHitig to iMnove tibe pietusto 

fWsA lai^ii^ 4is«lMu^ ithls fmnSiiA 4uty, 

aMJl; mrttten ttf ;l»«i . «u><liei& .1^; Tnie^ 
hlir% «n^; ]iCittiUA» ;hw ^niflsd his old 
fmc^Edbmffs, idtb whom lie ptaa^ » ftw 
divm'JSlther fiMlpA«e»Be<ff j>n^iie!t^ tad 
in gMititude for tjfe^ pMt dviUtifi^ than 
anjT'iviteh >h& '^Misid JB jtfae^«p<4cty' 0f the 

duravfol 4iid iNlpfOT: he: th«» ;0at q«t 1^ 
Um^txlnbikig, wUbh W MacM.tbe last 
d<9^ «rSei»t«fnlwr. 
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CHAPTER VL 

' . . '. . .. / ■ • • . . . . . ; • 

iDm^tnJ^eK . what WiUlamibiHg iras 
t^Nfivj^ tir thir^ )iea)s 4ig(v aad wliQ 
helsr tftstimony )ta ;tbe ram imfea «f {pMd 
lureediibg aiid jgMd .Mofiratdp wbidb 4hait 
piaee thssi leeKbtbited. fi6reion6>m0t rvoii 
tfai itiMt eoltdmtod mmds^ i6» ftomrick 
tibir:tbe :pe^Bntey lor msfc ikttk ja J^ ttf 

est ipoli^h lof «iHttH»e]H» tfid a^U to£ c|d» 

Ofttejitiditfven iuktoaqinri IibJag,. aMftcDmfi 

{Mined with lAiatic^e: of «htiw aMifXWMiigr 

tBJMiA »ayflgii/pobQiis.aoroJ)en^megh 
SCfaere iy«se at that tilne^: among (UievniK 

«ideniax)f this iowB/fiomeJfiftecii'«r4hMli»i' 

CBRuniatanees to Irrs ^pell, .bwt ^nat -to 
thitudir ;aimy mdnegr >tt pstentatiQiu. to^ 
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pence ; they all, or nearly all, kept tb^ 
carriages, gave dinners occasionally, and 
dnmk wine; and foUowing n6 occupation 
that engrossod/their time, the pleasures of 
sodety were at once more necessary to 
them, and more relished. There being no 
political contentions among them, no emu- 
lation amopg the ladies as to their fiimi- 
tare,; their equipages, or. their parties, they 
exhibited the harmony of one fiimily* 
This bappy drde consisted of judges of 
Ae fedffltd .or state courts, professors of 
the college, lawyers, phyacians, and two 
or three genilemen of fortune^ who resided 
tbere for the sake of society, or of educa* 
dog their children, the town containing 
tiot' dnly^ the andent college of William 
and Mary, but a respectable female board* 
ifig-schooL They had all been well edu- 
cated, and some of th^ w^ persons of 
learning and genius. In addition to the 
inhabitants of the town, those jof the stu- 
dents who' brought letters of introduction, 
or who wdre.Moommended by their. own 
^nerits^ always parkx^c of the Jiospitality 
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of the ^Id city/ and added the graces of 
youth and ever-cbanging varie^ to the 
social circles. Visitors too came there 
from distant parts of the country, and 
often passed weeks, and even months, in 
a society iyhich they found so fascinating. 
The inhabitants possessed great advan- 
tages in furnishing their tables. The bays 
and creeks from James River on one side, 
and York River on the other, afforded them 
a variety of the best fish-^rooh, perch, 
sturgeon, sheepshead, bbneto, with the 
best oysters in the state, and a variety of 
wild fowl ; oabs, soft and hard, when in 
season, were abundant; venison was al- 
ways to be procured from some of the 
large tracts of forest land in the neigt!* 
bourhood, that continued in their state of 
original wildness. As to other things, the 
ndghbouring farmers had been in the ha- 
bit of resorting to the market of- Wit 
liamsburg, when it was the seat of go- 
vernment, and they retained mudi of tih^ 
neatness and skill which the forintren^ 
couragement had produced. 

VOL. II. L 
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Tbus aotiply p(Mise$aed of the matiarids 
of good livkig, they did, not ohurUshlyaior 
stoicalfy^ slight the bounties of imteire, nor 
did they mar them, as is too often dd»e» 
by bad cooking. Their tables might have 
satisfied the mokt fastidious epicurfi^ pro* 
vided his palate did not desiderate French 
cookery* These dainties of the table w^ie 
diffnaed aroitnd by a generous hospitality;; 
there never w^ a week that two or three 
dinners were not given to some three or 
four families of the circle that has beex^ 
m^itioned^ and a few favoured atadei^tS': 
and here might be really seen^. what is so 
rarely se&h^ ** the feast of reason and the 
flow of wul.!* 

Kev^ waa a tittle place so firee iisoitt 
sqandal 4n4 cl^tracUson : their sul^ficte.^ 
serious cpnversation were generally p^^ 
ties« Ikerature* scien^» the news c£ th? 
day, foreign and doinestic ; and they baja^ 
tered each otter, wi^ great freedpw^ oitt 
those little foible^ ^r peculiarities wby^ 
thpuj{h somewhat ludicrous to alflh?r^b 
were either thought pardoti^blcs or wer« 
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rfdeemed bgr^floiBA em^^ktuA good quilltjr 
of the possessor. -Nor lvte th^iv micfth 
Bver itiiBiilated by- wini^ or ad«U^r»t9d 
by gammg: novrarid then, wfaon th&ti^ 
^ hilarity was at its lieigbl; and !thm^ 
t^Fere none faut the: meet intiianite fi^rfdis 
^peeaent, titb^y would pantdM i^ iii^ littjp 
plays of forfeit with the*yoi«;Qg poopli^^ m 
wkieh the gravest among them, in the 
lively reeollectiori of the daya oi th^ 
youth j wcmld take a part ; and on tiaiese 
oecasaons thooe was a rivalship of wits m 
imposing the p^i^^tie^ At other tiq^, 
wh^e the circjie hjipponed tp be mpjr^lv 
terary, they employed th^i^s^lves in 
making extempouaiy charades or ep^e^j^^ 
or filHng up bouts fimis; and at th^ir 
petit satipers^ one might someticaes h&^ 
uaptmneditated effusions of wlt^ thait 
would bave discredited no grade of talent 
<«* coucse of ^preparation. 

While party politics were poisoning iEio»> 
dal intercourse in other pwts of the 
Union^ and arraying tii^ son against the 

I. a 
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fiitber, and brother against brotlier, in t\m 
happily-oonstituted sodety they only 
served to give a little zest and vartety to 
conversation, or to furnish materials for 
good-humoured raillery. It even.happen>- 
ed^ that those who were most nearly drawn 
together by the oords of frieiidship, were 
of different sidesV and the difference ^rv- 
ed, like the acid in punch, to make the 
mixture more palatable. The parties were 
nearly balanced in numbers and talents^ 
and politics ^ seldom were treated as a^se- 
rious business, except during the time of 
electing a delegate to the assembly, or 
voting for a member of congress,, when 
individual efforts were exerted in.propcM*^ 
tion as they were felt, and at which .times 
party zeal produced somewhat of the hosr 
tile and bitter spirit which is its natural 
fruit ; but which, however, was. certain. to 
fly off in an invisible vapour at the firat 
dinner at which the adversaries meti 

The little love affairs of the student^ 
their balls and parties, and thmr pightly. 
riots^ in which they removed garden-seats^ 
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{mlled uj) hcme-racks, and now and then 
l^tdke two or three panes of gliass for some 
unpopular inhabitant, were incidents of 
note iii this peaceful, happy village, and 
formed topics of discussion in every circle; 
Such another ^lace perhaps do^s not ex- 
ist, ' where the pure pleasures of society 
can be enjoyed without those banes which 
ordinarily attend it ; for here one saw the 
advantages of wealth without parade or 
rivalship, learning without pedantry or 
awkwardness, frankness without rusticity, 
refinement without insincerity or a£Eecta^ 
tion, luxury unattended with gaming or 
any -excess,' and a free intercourse between 
the sex^s with the most perfect innocence 
alid purity of manners. 

Thare might be other places in which 
they lived equally well, though that wasi 
not easy ; but then one would be sure to 
find a good' deal more of formality and 
punctilio. Richmond. being much larger, 
afForded more of talent and intellectual 
cultivation*/ but the literary men in that 
eii^ were absorbed in the duties of theur 



^bektkms ot ]M^6le8dt)ii£i, «iid they ^«^' 
be&id^s, ditidied kito tW0 hostile poUtiad 

As to 4bd stat^ of maftii^rV in Williams- 
burg» ttt^^^Mras a mij^ture of oomrtei^ aiK| 
e^ise, 6t Ihinkfledft and ^Utdti^gd^ of ^im- 
|jflidty afid «E(3Se^y, which paM;fy rasoltdd 
itom its having be^n t&e foraier inetropo. 
Ite of the statey and in part ffom the :pe6a** 
liar ilifonmstances that have been detailed ; 
and asl there was no theatre^ no gaining in 
]^vafie bouaei> no pablic places or «raiise« 
nM<)&te; and no intrigues of any s€Qrt, ,so- 
eiety ivm cultivated HUd relished ior^ 
mrn tsake. There is not one 0f those who 
OMiposed that happy consmioiity who 
does not look back on the period of wfaadt 
tre Itflve been speaking ais the sunny spot 
in tht dreary field of exiidtenee^-^n tvfaich 
hfe memory dwells with peanfiar oompb^ 
toncy^ and who does not feel a melancheiy 
regret tliat those; days are gon^ nei^er 
inoi^e to retun^ 

Such was WiHiaidoisbuts in Octoiber 19$^» 
when Edward Qtavion arrived at ihe 
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Bialeigfa^ a long low Hmm, mtb mimy lit* 
tie confined attio bedrckxns, and two or 
three krge ones below, in which the stu- 
dents gaTe their hpHs^or met to play bil- 
liaKd»^4-or the daily oldtnarj^ was kept 
'As soon as a ytMing man was seen to stop 
at the door, over which stood, exposed to 
all weathent, the veneratde bronze bust of 
the gallant knight who gare his name to 
1^ tavern, inquiries immediately ran 
liirougfa the village, ^ What new student 
has: aerived?". ^ What is his name?'^ 
*-< Where is he iitoqa ?" i' Who is he ?'* 
And they were repeated until satisfactory 
answenr wane given. On this occasion, as 
Gray son. had been there the year before^ it 
was merdy said that ^' Edward GrayscMti 
had returned to attend the law lectures.*' 

He found two or three students in town 
who bfuT reatiained there all the summer, 
rather iban netum to their ^stant homes, 
and one or two others who bad just ar^ 
irivedi i»d bad i)pt y^ selected their lodg- ^ 
imps, (as by the re^^aliaos of l^e &eulty 
they «^9^;npt eompeUed to Im in the coL 
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lege,) and still continued at the Raleigb^^ 
Tbey were all in the long piazza of the 
tavern when he arrived, anxiously awmt- 
ittg the stage from Kichmond^ in which 
they looked for a reinforcement to relieve 
tlie dulness which always exists when one. 
is in a town with nothing to do, and still, 
more, when one sees a long street in which 
there is neither business nor people. 

The students of the preceding session 
gfiye him a cordial welcome, though they 
had. commonly thought him a proud and 
rather eccentric youAg man. They intro- 
duced him to the new comers, and in the 
course, of an hour they all became well ac- 
quainted with each other ; and disregard* 
iug their immediate pursuits for the pre* 
sent, undertook to settle the affiiirs of the 
nation. 

After looking about a day or two, £d-» 
ward engaged lodgings with a respectable 
widow lady, living not far from the col- 
lege, who had two maiden daughters, one 
of whom had passed the prime .of youth, 
but the other was youpg and handsome^ 
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waA 'they both were sensible 9,nd, WeH bred. 
This house was recommended to him by 
its privacy, Und by its having but one 
other boarder, who was also a student of 
law. / 

Having pr6vid^ himself with lodgings^ 
and engaged the washerwoman and hair* 

m 

dresser which he had the preceding year, 
he prepared to attend the lectures on na- 
tural philosophy^ then delivered by the 
venerable bishop Madison, who, to great 
industry in acquiring the discoveries of 
-modern science, and much taste and judg- 
baent in combining them into a. series of 
well-written essays, added great mildness 
and amenity of manners ; and yet is6 deli^ 
<*ate is the relation between teacher and 
pupih he was not popular among the stu- 
dents. 

Leaving Edward to the quiet prosecu^ 
tion of his studies, let us now turn to the 
gentle but high-minded Matilda. Po^ 
messed 6f a great portion of good' sense and 
4incommon fortitude, sh0 soon reconciled 
' l3 



k>vei*/wbifeb ^e deemed- ab«^t to ^dxpcri- 
(ffce, iind «he deterniined to Dimt witfi 
puttciVGe the result loff the expenuent ille 
Fas making to obtain the consent of. lier 
fli!M% r atid she so judtctotidjr dlspemd of 
M^'letsut-^, that it #ft$ dlvTays ^Etlj^oy^d 
to hef pmfit or ariiiislid»ietit. 

Sh^ divided her time bdtw^biefln bopks^ 
M^si'c, d^A^iRg, de^omting her bower^ aod 
)A^v«ttiigh€fr^fe)^ers. Nor wasisheinat- 
t^ntive to the a^tm holies of life; she 
4S0rei)td« ^hkte in the duties of boiise- 
ke^^i^g, but i^e dcetm^Aly executed 
tome iii<se pieces df -neediework ; and in 
thtete ii^i^oieent and laudable x>oaupati0ns, a 
^(kkl k^dinstitution, ^and 1^ reward of sel£- 
firpprobatioii, Qheered too by the hope of 
the society of him whom her heart worlhip- 
"ped; ^e pmbn^Uy enjoyed m DVew^mingled 
liappinesl;^ than if *aH her ibnd wishes had 
-hem prized. 4%e :also tbbk partieular 
^litei'est in two tittle foifiiian: cAiildvrav 
^hb&^ ^b^kter, the wife of ^ifwtiiegr oMi:*- 
seer^ had lingered ii^me time before her 



diB9Ah,;finA M^ofle prannajture &t^ bad ex^ 
cited her commisemtMn. She bad giveq 
ta thfsm children, w^en first bereaved of 
^beir f)iar€9it6jir the atteptjon^-th^ir helpless 
9itwtkm required ; and what ahe had be* 
gask Hiider ti)e infliuenoe of lively ^ympa^ 
Iby; hfib}U And the pleasure which always 
atter^s . 4M^ve beneypl^ee, soon made 
agna^ble^ She taqgbt little Ruth and 
Sal}y Hodges to read^ write, ^ew, and knit, 
and endeavoured to givis them a taste for 
^xAwmg, Aware top that it would be 
a^itistakfUMid p^nidous kindness to give 
tb^m m .edt^catiQia and yv^$ of thinking 
iAi96fiited to )tbe wwtlks of life in which tfa^ 
w^ne destiioied to moye, she always endc^a**^ 
voiif c4 to give them a taste for those pur* 
siiita^and ocqupation^ in which they would 
pKobably be conversant; .and in thus 
guiding her young protegikes^ she ac^ 
quUrad a IgiQwl^ge of mapy of };he arts 
<)f .b(>W^wil?i7f <>f wbich she had previa 
QU^ beei) .almost jtotally Igngirant-rsucb 
as fi{>mn)llg* Wisa^smgi naakujg s<>»p» Qopki- 
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itig, and other arts, so essential to domes^ 
tic comfort and economy. 

She found such real satisfaction in theie 
employments, that she conceived the plan 
of extending her eleemosynary ^orts, and 
of opening a sort of school, in which the 
children of the neighbouring poor might 
be instructed in the same manner as h^r 
own favourite orphans; but her mother 
was so much opposed to it, and urged so 
many well-founded' objections to its feasi- 
bility, that she soon abandoned the ided. 

Mrs. Fa wiener bad flattered herself that 
after Edward had left the county, Matilda 
might by degrees be brought to give him 
up as la lover, now tiiat she must 1)e sen- 
sible he was not a suitable match for her ; 
and under that expectation she more 
readily yielded to her daughter's plans of 
passing her time, some of which werie not 
exactly to her taste. She also bad hope^ ^ 
tl^at Frederick Steener, who had been for* 
some time past at the college of Lexing- 
ton, would make a ' more favourable im^ 
pression on Matilda, with her own well- 



titled a88istaii«^V now thdt his rival was 
away; but in this expectation she madef 
a i&lse estimate of her oitn powers and her 
ckoght^r's firmness. 

A few days after Louisa and her bro« 
ther bad left the county^ Matilda weiit 
into her mother's chamber, and aske^ her 
to walk into the garden. — *• What new 
corifrivance are you making now, MatiK 
da ? ' You Are always doing and undoing,; 
till you will spoil your bower after all.^ 

•* I wish, mamma, to speak to you on a 
sufcgect of more importance than the bow- 
er,'' said Matilda seriously. 

' *^ Why what is the matter now ? It is 
time, child, for you to be reasonable,** said 
Mrs. Fawkner^ anticipating from her 
daughter's serious manner that it was on 
the subject of Edward. 

" 1 shall endeavour to be so, madam." 
She then told her mother her promise \p 
Edward to write to him ; that she would 
nob consent' to- do so clandestinely; and 
that she held it her duty to let her mother 
know heHhtenliohs. " . • 
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^ And I oever can -consent IJmt 3^00 
ahdlbe ke«|Nng up a corre^pobdeaoe mbth 
a young gentleman, giving rise to HU 
natured reports and ob8ervAtlona» and ex^ 
courag^ng hopes that Edward Giayson 
ought now to abandon/' 
^ '^ Can you thinks manama," smA Mattt- 
da, *' that the partiality which I have ao 
Img^ felt for Mm, and which you yourself 
have contribu ted to create, can be M easi^ 
laid aside?" 

'^No,.not ut once, perhaps," said her 
mother, mistaking her meaning ; ^ but if 
you are continually writing to one another^ 
it never wIU be laid aside; you may be 
fure that the. readiest way to get the bet- 
ter of your diildish preference, is to have 
no further correspondence, and to banish 
him from your thoughts." 
, Matilda looked at .her mother with siir- 
prise aitd concern.-^*' I never can xio tbal:» 
Qoadam, whether I write to him or not, 
and I.should bate mysejif if I oould* The 
esteem and friendship which I.<have &ilt 
for him from my mtmpf.lneyacm 






limtte; ^nd if 'Iroould» it would he «A ^t 
o£iig;ufitice, I might ahnist say meannewsi 
in me to ^db it now thaA he has been vlt^ 
fOTttindtei I hav^ ^i^courag^ his attend 
tionn; I have not toHoealed.iaay a^tUiciMate 
^m hini ; I have giVel^ him {»roq(iis6% 
ivheb they had your aa^GticHi, which I i|m 
a»Dt)t)ow «able to^ violate." 
. '^ You surely ;have not been'^so im^ru* 
dent ^ to engage- yeioFselC*' ^id Mlnik 
iRaw9aier, ^ since his ret'uni ? und I iiev» 
tmuridered -\f4iat passed between you be*' 
fore as an engagement,^'' 

^^.^y- heart has long 'been his, wholly 
j^ : iwchangeably ; I have told him ao^ 
and thus ftr we may be considered as en* * 
gaged ; but he has not the piomise Dfmy 
handr estcc^t / with my &ther> and; your 
eodp^en t. He ha« hq w^er my promise -of 
iMritHig to him ; and ^ I have done Mii» 
Mi^isl^de^^Qugh in the eonditiotis I Imvp 
itoposed'on him* I oould fiot^refuse wha^ 
j^rould affiwd him al> ^fi«ecient ' grrityuMb- 
ibion " •• 
/ ^Ilki^rdarcaUrtfaEsb itm^oeilV^ s^ hi^ 



mother, not relaxing from her -pvrpo^, 
though pleased to find she had not given 
a prdimis^ of marriage, •* which may iti- 
jbre ]^0ur charact(er, and make his disap^ 
]i>olntment more severely; felt? TTou say 
you have assured him you will not" marry 
without oui- consent; and as your father 
(as well as myself) is utterly opposed to 
your throwing jrourself away on a man 
wiio is now reduced to beggary, how cati 
you wish to keep up a correspondence 
with a man whom you have Ho proispect; 
of marrying ?*• 

" That mdn, my dear mother, mi^ht 
j ulstly elai ma' great deal mcH'e ; and be- 
Cause i refuse to comply with my pro- 
inise in a greater matter, is it any reason 
that. I shbuld not comply with it in a less ? 

or because I choose to be unjust, as my 

• ' ♦ - . . . 

c6ns(fience too plainly tells me I am, ought 
I also to be ungenerous and unkind ? Noi, 
mamma, do hot wish to see me so degrade 
tiayself; let it never be said that we'court- 
ed Edward Grayson for his fortune, arid 
as s6<in as he lost this: recommendation. 
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we..negtected aiid despised hinu I have 
no .wish to marry him while tiie mi^di 
would be imprudent; .and whatever j'ou 
may think of £d ward Gray 3on, he.himsi^f 
would not wish it; but ^ it is very pos- 
sible that his situation may change, he 
cherishes the hope that all opposition will 
in time be removed ; and I cannot seek to 
reptess it; nay, more, it is beyond pay^ 
power to. make, the attcsupt ; and do not^ 
my dear mother, ask it.** 

;/* yt)U w^re: always, Matilda, the mOst 
3e}£*willed, headstrong girl I evet: s^iw/*^ 
said her niother, trying another tatk (as 
the. sailors say)^ *' and I see* that in follow*' 
iiig, your own wild humour, you wUfe 
bring yourself to ruin, and your father and 
me to an early grave " 

. Matilda, was distressed ; but soon reco* 
wring herself, and recollecting her prede- 
termined course, said — ** I would do any 
thing to promote my father's happiness 
ind yours, that honour and conscience 
would perniit ; but I . cannot do what they 
forbid. I .am sure my kind^ indulgent 



fBtba* will be satisfied wfth tke pMge I 
am ready to ^v^ to remain at I asi imtil 
I iMnne^iiis^ »iiiction, and mM Bot ask of me 
k {[ceater aamfiee'**^ sacrifice I must irot^ 
I Toogght not; I Gannot make/' 

Mn. rFawkner^ fiiuUi^ faer imlmbvaide, 
uiitiidreviv sarjring as she went away, tfaat 
her^daegbter would see her foUj when it 
was too late^ and dedaring that she bsid 
oveirated the Mtent of her fathei^ indul- 
genoe. 

Matydli bad screwed up her resolution, 
f)i(0ftn^ tiie intemew, to the occasion ; vsA 
tbou)^ ehe was somewhat staggered dii-* 
ring the dtdl<^ue, her natural persev^'mice, 
si^|iported by her love, finally- prevailed. 
Bat after her mother left her, with some- 
thing, like a malediction, aid the neprdadi 
ef iiiflietiiig spain on those ibr whom she 
feiat tbeiigreatest filial revierenee aiid loTe, 
her couiaq^ ceased to support her, and 
bsaaiiag into tears, she felt the severity of 
1^: cooAict, which every weU-regulaitod 
inind jexpeiienceB.ia the straggle iietwesn 
iM>M»h 9Bid£lial.obedieiioa ^ 
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. >3/he (^tatbn Matilda had tmdergDiie 
prddttced a violent headacbi tvhich pre* 
vented her Aknb appeturiog at ditHier ; and 
this in iutn softened her i mother's reamt- 
-ment so &r as to induce her to retomrneofd 
and ta>adaitni8ter the eustomAry remedies*; 
biftt the biknk aid of her mother, while it 
soothed her agitated spirits, and made her 
fisd very gratefiil,:did not so fill her hisart 
iis ihe overflowing tenderness of major 
Fawkner, who ever shewed kindness, and 
^eodoa in all that he said'to her, but who 
manife^ied the most tender and anxious 
sdtCitude whenever her health was in the 
sflbsUest degree affected ; ai^d had not Mrs. 
Fawkiler, who knew his softness of heait, 
and. hn. devoted affection to his daughter, 
used siMSne address taconoeal from him the 
real *state tif tilings, be ;might on diese oc« 
earions have abandoned all the schemes of 
pnidence and ambition which his -^ wife 
was tmiiding .up, and baire been aa^ ogee 
to limber tbe match as^ she was to pre« 
ventit; . .: r' 

. Frederick Steener had isten sent to |iex<« 
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itigtx)!) College at the earnest reoDmnben- 
cbtion of Mr. M^CuUocb, though major 
F^tvknet was disposed to give a prefe- 
rence to ^William and Mary ; but bis^ clan- 
ntsh neighbours insisted that it was better 
for a mountaineer to be educated on the 
west side of the Blue Ridge, and that they 
ought moreover to encourage their own 
itistitutk^s ; in addition to which, his ar- 
gufiients' were seconded by the opinion of 
Mrg.> Fawkbei*, who wished to have her 
nephew inore under ha* eye than he could 
beitte was s^it to Williamsburg, 
t About a week after the conversation 
that bias been detailed between Mrs. Fa wk- 
ner and her daughter, one evening, aboilt 
fouir o'dock in the afternoon, Frederick 
and ;hi8 old. friend, whose house lay near 
the road' he hM' travelled, made their ap- 
pe^ranoe^at the gate.: Tlie' good-natuled 
6l€l Hi ah [had always liked Fredrick as an 
honest well-disposM youth, and c(m$ider-« 
ing him now to have improved as milch 
in learning as he evidently had in appear/^ 
ance, f he was desirous, of returning with 
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him, and of taking the. credit of his own 
sagacity. 

Frederick was a stout, squane^built, fUlV- 
faced youth, of about. twenty, ial ways ready * 
to join in a laugh, a great eater, a good 
judge of a horse, and very indifferent to 
women, at least to that portion of th^ sex 
which is best worth knowing,* and inifch 
of a sloven in his dress, going ooOimpn}y 
without a cravat in .the summer, ^nd ofte^ 
in the winter. Such .was the youth wfaoQi 
Mrs. Fawkner, regarding with thys p^eirti^ 
eye of kindred bloody and mindful of ,bis 
valuable estate, wished to become her son^ 
in-law. 

Major Fawkner, with his usual good^ 
natured indifference, said he thought Fre- 
derick would make a kind husband, and 
as he had a fine estate, if Matilda could 
be brought to fancy him, he should not 
object. to him; though, to be sure, Jbe 
should have liked a man of a little more 
polish, for one who had so much taste. and 
delicacy as his daughter. 

Frederick himself was merely passive 
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in tbe business ; lie was wiUing to fomf 
his cousin, because iie had always beee 
told he was to many some one, and every 
body si|id afae was a fine woman : yet he 
would hdve had <^e same indiffemnqe ifi 
letting^ it alone; nspjr, more^^here was a 
young lady, the daughter of the nifta>at 
whose house he had boarded in Lexing^ 
ton, who had seemed to take a vicdent 
fancy for Mr. Steener, had so often pro^ 
Tided something nice for him in the long 
winter^venings, and so generally foeien his 
partner at the balls given in the village^ 
-that he began to grow fond of her; and if 
he had not considered that he was- to 
marry as his aunt Fawkner <cbo|e^ - he 
would have had no .objection to make<a 
match with Susan TidbalL He had ofted 
beeet heard to say, that ^^ Susaa was one 
of the nicest girls he had ever seen« She 
gave herself no airs, and did not reqqira 
so^ -much waiting <m, as most of your higb^ 
flying dames; she was a fine hearty ^rl^ 
and would not require nursii^, like yioar 



/ 
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<chtlk-&ccd; chits^ wfaa out tinemae} vm . in 
tvoilike^aa SMny wmsps.:' 

Susan was not without rivals in thBt.lilr 
tie Y]]la|^ ; but partly owing to Jher greater 
experience (she faaving for the &m pm- 
ocdin^ settdons regularly made a oonqoest 
of some gpod-nat^red man of eslale, 
and as. regularly lost Jam )^ and' jBastly 
fram the advantage of oppartoqity^ she 
&bly eclipsed th^m alL .Frederick* tbee 
was.at feaat in as much indiflfenenoe aa evtt 
with regacd to bis beautiful ocMiaiii ; or 
perhaps it would be more correct Ito mji, 
he had ratiier an utDwiUingiiess.. lio tfae 
mateb. 

Mrs*. Fawkner was delighted Ik>. tn^^ 
her nephew^ and to perceive: tibat he lik/kf 
ed remarkably welL-^'' We iiadt been exir 
pectiog a letter from you, ooderiDg your 
iiocsesk ^ fortnight befiire ypu wrote^ Yew 
were in no great hurry» Frederick, t^ $1^ 
us." , 

," Why, ainit, you know I n^ter himy 
nqraelf^ and t^ey Hw wighiy weUM^d 
Tidball's ; ^wc^ bad a famuis huAt or .^.u^ 
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after the session was over. I had a fiae 
shot at a spike buck, but Joe Cheatham's 
powder is not jfrorth a bawbee." 

Matilda, who had been summoned by 
the nimble-footed Bella down stairs, on 
the arrival of the new comers, ha ving* now 
entered, Frederick gave her a hearty 
shake of the hand — '^ How goes it, ooz ? 
always poring over your books ; you will 
study all the colour out of your cheeks. 
There is Susan Tidball*, that is as fresh 
and as plump as a mayduke cherry, she 
never looks into a book, and yet she talks 
as well as any body, for all that I can j udge.^ 

** I am glad to^see you, my rose of Sha- 
ron,** said M^CuUoch ; " there is never a 
girl in Lexington to compare with her, 
let my friend Fritz say what he will." > 

** Frederick is. his real namei Mr. , 
MCulloch,'* said Mrs. Fawkner, who dis- 
liked this vulgar diminutive, because her 
&ther had commonly borne it when he 
was in indigetice. Mrs. Fawkner eyed 
the young persons dosely, and was rather 
pleased than otherwise, to find th6y seemed 
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gkd to meet with each other. The t^roth 
was^ .that Matilda regarded her ooadn 
a& a friend and relation, but never for 
a moment harboured the idea of his a$-. 
suming any other character: and. in the 
first momenta of meeting, he recognised 
bis amiable: cousin, who was always ready 
to part with a^ large portion of her cake„ 
or, gingerbread, or to put a string to his, 
watch, and whom he had loyed, as we si-: 
ways love one with, whom . we have lived, 
who has been friendly and kind to us. 

Mrs. Fawkner, speaking to Mr, JVKSul- 
loch, said — ^M.am. really glad, you facre 
had your way; I never saw Fi^ederick 
look so well." , ,"\ 

** Yes, madam, Lexington is worth a 
dozen of old Williamsburg, How much 
better is it to come home with such rd«y 
gills as. Fritz — I beg your pa^don^ ma- 
dam, old habits cannot be readily cfaangeft: 
-^than such tallow faces. aSx EdWttd and- 
that New-Yorker brought from*^^ Jower 
country r M 
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«One would think, Mr. M^CuUoch^'^ 
sttd Matilda, ^ fh>m what you say, that 
the young gentlemen went fo collie, as 
the ladies go to the springs, to get a eotn- 
plexion.* 

••No, ray little sharpshooter; bat be- 
ctose a bead is well lined, it is no reason 
why it should not also shew a good fkce^no 
more than it is an objection to a rifle for 
beii^ well mounted ; and it little becomes 
you, Matilda, to be undervaluing pretty 
complexions." 

After so direct a compliment, she could 
not farther contend, and she inquired 
about^his family. 

" All ^fiter the old sort. The old wo- 
man ia now busy with lier pider, her dried 
appkfl^ lieaohes and preserves. My house 
ia Hke lonse grocer's cellar, and I dare not 
81^ t word, or the lilitle woman'i^ bKk ik 
up; I hope that now yod bare got sock 
a'fMtector as^Frifce^s Frederick*^ h^ 
yaar pwdon, ttkjAgWh^fon must oomi^ 
and see the old lady; she has some it»r 
water melons from her own ^atchi'' 
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• ^ Ayy Matilda^!' said ber toother, f* you 
trished tp tniike Mrl M^olloch a visit) 
and you and Frederick can i:ide ever at 
any time."* ' 

^ I hope you are a htstUir borsdoian^ 
eo2/' said Frederick with a loud chucks 
ling kugb, '^ than you werd, or I shall he 
apt to leave you in the lurch. There iflf 
Susan Tidball, that can ride in a man's 
saddle as well as she can in her own, and 
can spring upon my horse Alligator at a 
leap.^ 

''I am afhiid, cousin Frederick, you 
will find me both a clum^ and a timid 
rider, compared with this Lexington belle 
of whom you speak.** 

•* What Susan i^ that you talk so much 
about ?•* smd Mrs. Fawkner, in a tone 
half scolding, half inquiring. 

** Only the tavern-keeper's daughter,** 
«dd Frederick -, ^ but a i5tte jolly girl sha 
is — she would wdgh two of C6z hiere; 
though she^s not quite so tatt.*^ 

*^ Pshaw* ! 1 thottglit you wertf spei^- 
htg of somebody of eotweqcifflce.^ 

M 2 
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Frederick, to whom his aunt's wishes 
bad been before plainly indicated, not 
choosing to say any thing more in praise 
of Susan, turned off whistling. Imme- 
diately addressing himself to his old friend^ 
he said — ** But when, uncle Mac, shall 
we start a deer ? I am told they are fine 
at this time." 

" In excellent plight, my boy ! Tom 
Lockhart killed one two days ago that 
cut two inches on the ribs. He was as blue 



as a razor." 



" Next week then, next week, we will 
bfe at them. — But where is uncle?" 
- *' He has taken a ride to Battletown." 

Mrs. Fawkner now saw, that however 
Frederick might have improved in ap- 
pearance, he was not altered in taste or 
habits, unless indeed this fair equestrian,, 
of whom he so often spoke, had taken the 
place in his vacant heart which she had 
wished to fill with another. • 

He now walked out into the yard, and^ 
inquired into the condition of all the 
horses, calling them by their i^table names; 
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^ but be(k>ming impatient^ he ran pff to the 
stable to satisfy himself, and soon return* 
ing, be gave an account of their state and 
condition to M'CuUoch, wham he found 
in the garden, admiring the neatness and 
taste of ^* Rosamond's Bower/' as he called 
Matilda's favourite arbour. A hunting* 
party being then arranged for the follow* 
ing week,, the old man left the gate just 
as major Fawkner was entering it. 
• ** Fritz is come back," said M*Culloch, 
V and the same jolly dog as ever. I was 
so pleased to see him, that I rode over 
with him, and his aunt and cousin are 
making much of him." 
' Major Fawkner pressed him to return, 
but he dedined, lest a shower should come 
up before the wheat he was treading out 
should be covered over. 
' Mrs. Fawkner so often reminded her 
husband of Frederick's great improvementi 
that as he was commonly too indolent to 
be at the trouble to examine any subject 
fi)r himself, he was persuaded that he saw 
it. The next morning Mrs. Fawkner 



told Fnsderidc the wtntfd to nee \nm m 
hex chamber; and when^ soon after breaks 
lhat» the repaired there^ and found he had 
not come, she sent Bella to inquire for 
hitu, and kamed that 1^ bad heard the 
iry o( mme hounds near the house^ and 
iini]9ediately jumped upon the fir»C horse 
he oould find, and had joined the sports^ 
men. He retumod be&re dinner; and on 
being reprimanded for the neglect of faia 
promise, he told his aunt how it had hap- 
pened^ and said, that if he had been even 
going to be married, he could not have 
helped pushing cff with the hcuind&ii^ 
" But I have got that,** added he, ^ which 
will make my peace, aunt : you may have 
as fine a venison steak as ever smoked in 
the Valley,'' 

" Your thoughts, nephew, se^n to rah 
a good deal on being married. — Have you 
any noti(»i of changing your state soon ?'^ 

•♦Not I — ^I do|i*t want to give up my 

lib^^pty yet a while; but I suppose I niust 

he noosed by-and-by, as well as other pio^ 
pie.'* 
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^* It is time, Frederick, that you should 
be a tittle more «taid, and leave off that 
ra(;tle^pated humoun You are now al- 
most of age, and one of your fortune 
0|ight to get married, and settle himself 
down on his own estate. It is the only- 
thing that will give you respectability." 

** What ! you would have me, like a 
racer, quit the turf, and set up fo r -- " 
laughing heartily at the supposed wit of 
hifr own, conceit. 

^^ I would have you behave like a man 
of sense and a gentleman,'' said Mrs. 
Fawkner ^haiply, endeavouring to awe 
i him into serioustiess, 

'* And how, my good aunt, would you 
have me set about it ?^ said he. 

" How ? why look out for some wo- 
mnn whose character and standing is suit- 
able to your own, and then lead a regular 
Und rational life.** 

" I shall do that a year or*two hence, 
aunt ; but I don't see any occasion for be- 
ings in such a violent hurry. I want to 
lo^ abput me." 
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** I am afraid you have been loGking 
too mudi about you already. Did you 
ttieet with no young woman in Lexing- 
ton that you would be willing to make 
mistress of Hempfields ? Come, tell me 
now — what would you say to Miss Su- 
san ? I have a little bird which tells me all 
that is passing/' 

" For the matter of that, aunt," said he, 
*' Susan Tidball is a fine girl; and if I was 
wishing to put the marriage halter round 
my ne^k, and it was agreeable to all par- 
ties, and no objections WCTe made on ac- 
count of the old man's keeping tavern, 
and such as that, I don't know but I might 
go further and fare worse." 

" Why surely, Frederick, you are not 
serious— to sufih: yourself to be wheedled 
by the first young woman you happen to 
board- with?" 

" Serious ! oh no, madam — ^marryihg is 
what I have no notion for as yet" 

•• Frederick," said Mrs. Fawkner, in a 
more solemn manner, ^' my poor dear bro- 
ther made me promise never to desert 
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"you/ I have ever considered you as a 
child, and I have looked forward to the 
time when you would in fact be one. I 
know that your poor dear father, who is 
dead and gone, always intended you for 
Matilda ; an^ there is not a young man in 
the country who would not be proud of 
her;* 

'' As to that, aunt, nobody can say 
aught against cousin Matty," (as he often 
called her;) ** but I know I api not good 
enough for her. It is as if unde was to 
send his Cleopatra filly—'* . ; 

• "Pshaw! will you never learn to be- 
have like a gentleman?'' said Mrs. Fawk- 
ner interrupting him. 

' "But aunt *" 

• " But what?* repeated Mrs. Fawkner 
emphatically. 

" I don^t think that cousin Matilda will 
have me." 

•« Why not ?** said Mrs. Fawkner; " it 
is but trying. Girls are of cme miAdto^ 
day and another to-monrow as to - that 
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luittcvr,. If yicm wiU oeiwt bw» wail fidloif 
jmy tuin^ I. ^iU ongige ibe slntt ciMiny 
yo«." 

Gray son, Yjflm^ ^?«7 body thoo^t it w«^ 
to b9 a OMitcb ; Mid { wU) vvtg^r^e l)k«5 
hiqi.fitUl fyt wb^n Opw 9lie take9 «n9t)Q« 
in her bead, sh^^is mighty apt to stick t» 

it" 

** O^t tM i^ «Q.aA m end. Shn l\m 
fHwniwd f^t sctonnly myer to think <^ 

rallying S^dwaid GrtysQP wjitbottt my 
consent, and that I 4m wra 9he wUl iWY^ar 
git. But if tbera wna any Mngm of her 
WWiyiflg bilBu that 19 anMber reawii why 
you should help to prevent h^?. from 
throwing herself away. Yqu know the 
Qmy«<^8 vs^ he«d and eara 10 dqbt and 
all their {Hroperty is soon to ]^ $olA tx>pay 
tbt cxeditors.:' 

« I beard," said Frederick, ** tb^ bud 
Alien . tbxottgb. WdU pwte th^ say 

wUhawafall." . 

M always tboughtj' mA Mr9. Fawks 
ner, ** they would bofig their noUes to 
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niniepeiioe ; and now that they are aborit 
to saflEer for their pride and extravagadoe, 
they never ahaU be lupported out of my 
substance^ if I can help it Frederick, 
my dear nephew, my son, I may say, you 
must help to save us from this danger. It 
would break my heart toaee Matilda married 
to that conceited coxcomb, who is prouder, 
if possible, than ever, and gives himself as 
many airs as if he was worth the Indies." 

^ As to that,aunt, I must say that Edward 
always used me well, though he is proud 
enough that is certain. He ought not to 
eitpect to marry the richest girl in fVede- 
rick wli^ he faAs got his fortune to make 
by pleading the law ; and rather than cou- 
sin Matilda should throw herself away as 
you say, and bring the faniily to mini and 
you should be so much distressed, if yon 
can get cousin Matty to consent, I am her 
man, tliough to say the truth I had ra- 
ther be my own man a little longer.*' 

'^ Fob! poh! your own man indeed! 
why, whm you are married, you may not 
only do as yott please in your own house* 
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but' have a wife to obey . you too. TI» 
eWife of one of your fortune will have no- 
thing else to do but to humour your &n- 
.cies, dr^ your venison as. you like it^and 
provide nice things for you/' ^^^ 

** Say no more, aunt," said Frederick, 
whose imagination was fired with this pic- 
,ture of matrim<^ial bliss, '* it is a4)ar- 
gain; and now I'll thank you for the bit 
of advice you promised me, for let me 
tell you, aunt, cousin Matty's a little 
queer at times. When her spirit's up, 
.rd as soon undertake to gentle a two-year 
old filly-~sh^ a chip of the old block." 

** Why then you must . use the same 
means as if you were^ breaking a young 
filly, siiice your thoughts always will be 
running on the stable. You must try 
X!oaxihg and gentleness, which is the only 
way that women of spirit can be mtoaged ; 
pay her little attentions ; take more pains 
with your dress-r-Isee you are getting 
into your old slovenly ways dready :-— 
help to weed her flowers ; don't indulge 
in thx>se coarse Jokes you aw m fond of; 



Te^n from all horse play; and you will 
in time do a good deed for youtmif Mkd 
make us all happy.*' 

Frederick^ who had a fund pf gbod-na- 
ture, and was not without some of the 
saving knowledge of the family, was in 
earnest at the time in intending what his 
aunt proved to be every way so desirable, 
and the impression that Miss Tidball's 
comely person and well-managed flattery 
had made was for the moment oblite- 
rated. 

He aeoordingly began at once to exe- 
cute his part of the late treaty with good 
firi^; and, going into his room, he put 
^on a cravat, which was some trial of his 
patience, as it was a sultry afternoon in 
August ; and he then went into the gar- 
den, where he found his fair cousin read- 
ing in her favourite retreat. Frederick 
would rather she had beai occupied with 
her flowers, in. which employment he 
could have lent a ready assistance, in wa- 
tering or transplanting, or in trailing the 
vines ; but he ha^ an instinctive averqicm 
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to bookij and knew ttmt h^ mint afppeivr 
to some disadvantage wheaever he w^s 
brought into contact with ttiem. He 
cune to die door of the safnmerfaduse, 
liowever, and rather abruptly 8aid^~'^Call- 
sln^ can I lend you a hand in my thing 
about your flowers ?'* 

'* No^** said Matilda somewhat surprised 
at the offer. 

^ What a fine stock of ehrysantfae* 
mams — md these dateie^ I bdieve you 
call them.** 

<« ChiDMsters,'' said Matilda looking off 
her book. 

*' But I see/^ said he, ^ I am interrupt- 
ing yon : i^iall I take tins watering-pot 
and water yonr flowers?"^ '? 

^* Oh no, I thank youy it ilt too soon; 
but if you would do it about simset, I 
would be extreniidly obliged to you^'' said 
Matilda resuming her reading. 

"^ ril be sure to do it," said Frederick, 
gping.off,. asldghid of so gocid «i excuse 
to be mlifivad from a doty he &ittid hoM^ 
sdtf but tltqusdOfied to Mvfiarm^ • - 



He ^M mem h&a^ bellpwing with 
StentcHian lungs for Ben to aaddte Alli- 
gator, as he wanted to see bow petghbour 
Stubbft came on vdth t new rifle. He 
returned about sunset, and wi^ gteat «f- 
siduky gave the flowers a better watefing, 
as Matilda told him, than they had :bad 
throughout; the whole summer. The next 
day he performed the same duty* for 
whidi he was again thanked by jbis ecwr 
sin ; and. there is no telling what might 
have been the effect of his continued exh 
posure toao mudi sweetness and beauty 
as his cousin possessed, when he was ata^ 
siduously attending her, for the ex^preas 
purpose of pleainng her, if when he had 
been thus employed for about a week, he 
had not found a letter for him in the |K)9t- 
office at Battletawn-^n occurrence wbi(^ 
never having happened tti him more than 
two or three times in his life, eiccited no 
little curioaity. He eagerly broke it opien, 
and found it to he from the fair Susan ; 
and it ran in these .worda^ though we have 
somewhat improvfid the. orth o graphy. • 
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** Lewington^ September 1796. 
*• Mb, Frederick Steener. 

*^ DEAR SIR, 

** The report has come here that 
you are paying your addresses to your 
cousin Matilda Fawkner. I always told 
you your aunt would not let you marry 
out of the family, and you persisted in 
denying it, and said you was your own 
tnan, and not to be led by the no$e: 
and you were so partiklar in your at- 
tentions, that every body here has 
been plaguing me about you ; and, al- 
though I told them I knew your aunt 
would object, even if you had no objec- 
tions, yet they all said they could see 
how it was; and one. tells me I have fallen 
away twenty pounds since you left us. I 
know I ought not to have received such 
partiklar attentions — as a ^rl's character 
is her fortin ; and people are so apt to 
talk. We all miss you mightily. We 
had a fine piece of venison yesterday, and 
mother was wishing for you. Let me 
know if the report is true, and if you are 
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fXHBing back, as you promised ; and wlie* 
ther you think as much of us as we do of 
you. You must not shew this to a living 
soul, and you xnay be sure I should not 
have writ to, you, if you had. not been 
such a partiklar favourite— but mother 
•teUs. me that I dan think and talk of no- 
vthing but. you. I often walk towards the 
old school-house. No more at present, 
but remain your sincere and most par* 
.tiklar friend, 

" Susan Tidball." 



He read this precious epii^tle' again and 
again, with renewed delight, and saidr— 
** Why, as sure as a gun the girPs in 
love with me ; I see it plain in every word 
she writes, and she's jealous of cousin Ma- 
tilda, and the poor thing is taking her 
, solitary rambles where we used to walk 
last spring. This is unlucky— -«nd yet 
not so mighty bad neither, to have such 
a nice tidbit dropping into one's mouth 
as I may say. But here I am engaged in 
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a chase of the game that I see no chance 
of catching, while a plumpo: and nicer 
doe 18 within the reach of my rifle. But 
to it has alwajfi i>een9 asMiltoa or the 
Spectator, I forget which, says, ' true 
love never yet ran smootii*' And yet I 
doni; see why it should not^ if I like Su- 
san aa well as she likes me. But how to 
give the slip to this aunt of mine, whose 
eye is as sharp as a hawk's, and who is a 
nonsuch at match-making and inatch- 
breaking, that's the question — I must 
think on it." Such a revolution had this 
well-timed stroke of diplomacy made in 
Frederick's sentiments. 

After cogitating on the subject for some 
time, he determined to mention the mat- 
ter to Matilda herself, who he plainly 
saw r^arded him in no other light than 
as' a T^tive, arid as every way her in- 
ibrior^ ^ Accordingly, ' the next evening, 
when engaged in his usual occapotioli of 
watering her flowers, he aaid*^^ Coz» 
eome tins way a little; I have a secret to 
teH you f ^ and perceiving that she him^ 



tetod mi looked distttrbed, he tddedr 
*^dDll1; be uneasy^^it is not idhut you sup- 
poie-^^ is quite juiotber thing.'' Shetheii 
fiiUowed him^ and he said— *<^ Coz, I want 
a fait of your Advice, what I ought to do; 
I got Ais letter the other day, and yotf 
must give me your word not to mention 
it Susan would never forgive me for 
shewing it." He then luinded her the pa-» 
p^, which she read. 

** And what do yoii mean to do ?" said 

Matilda. 

^ Why thafls what I am puzzled about 
I like Susan well enough ; but aunt won't 
hear of it ; and you know, oousin, she'i 
kxiking another way,** said he, putting 
on an awkward and sheepish air, and 
laughing. 

** You might make yourself ea«y^, if 
that wits all the difficulty,'' said Matilda, 
'' for it would be affectation in me tp pre^ 
tend not to understand you ( but that can 
never, never be. I esteem und regard 
you, Frederick, qos a eousib, but never 
eould do more; and I Ina deH^ed to 
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find that my determination iii this raatCeif 
wiU cause you no diisappointment But aii 
to. this young lady, to speak frankly, her 
letter does not say much in jbvour either 
of her prudence or her understanding, and 
she may be a m6re female fortune-liun-^ 

ten" 

. ** You think, eouski," said Frederick* 
still more chagrined at her. thmwing cold 
water on his wishes than mdrtified at har 
insinqations* " that because Tm tfpt to 
your taste, I can be to no other peM{m% *, 
but they say, many men many minds, 
imd I suppose it is the same with women 
too. If aunt , would give up her project) 
which it is clear she might as well do, and 
Susan Tidball would marry me, I'd be 
willing to run the risk of her loving me 
aYid making me a good wife." 
. **You like her well enough then to 
marry her ?" said Matilda. 

^' Why, to speak the honest truth, coz, 
I do, arid I expected, when I asked your 
advice, you'd have b^n as much in fe* 
vour of the match as I was. But a man 
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never can tell which. way the fox is going 
to run until he has started, . and so it is 
with women.'* 

Matilda could not help smiling at her 
kinsman's simplicity* and said — '^If I 
were to consult my own inclinations, Fre^ 
derick, I should encourage you in your 
wishes ; but as I have doubts about this 
young woman's motives, and she is a mere 
stranger, I could not be tempted to with-: 
hold from you my honest counsel: this is, 
to wait, and see a little more of her, and 
ascertain whether she is really attached to 
you, or only to your fortune; for suck 
things sometimes happen, Frederick, to 
persons every way worthy of inspiring 
love : but if you think yourself certain of 
her affections, you must act as you think 
best. I think, . however, you should dis- 
close the affair to my mother." » 

" No, not yet, cousin; I never shoot, 
until I am ready. ' I shall not consult aunt- 
until I have Susan's consent, and until 
I'm of age, which will be the thirteenth 
day of next October, and I will then try 
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to make f$it weathtr with aunt, and get 
her consent; but if she refuses, 111 mariy 
without it, and take my wife to my own 
house at once, that's what I'm resolved on.*" 

'* AtkA if you are resolved, cousin Fre- 
derick, I see not why you wanted counseK 
But I have a favour to ask of you, and 
that 1$, to forward a letter to Mr. Edward 
GraysoB, and reoeive such as be may here- 
after addreft to me; 'for I promised him 
to write, and I do not wish to excite ob- 
aarvation.*' 

< *^ So tiben, co2, you want to hoodwink 
the old folka too ; and you are sure that 
your swain is nc^t a fortune-hunter?'* 

Matilda ooloored at thi6 double reproof: 
—"The gentleman I alluded to, Frede- 
rick, you know, as well as I do, is afl that 
is. noble and disinterested; and you are 
mistaken if yoa suppose the eorrespon- 
dmee I am dbout to carry on is dandes- 
tfaie; I bffve hflbrmed my mother of it, 
thougfav &• die does hot exactfy approve 
of it, I cannot expeet any aid &t fadlify 



from her. — But perhaps I. ought not to 
trouble yott." 

'' Oh, I ask your pardon, my Jiweet 
poustn! I memt no offence; I merely 
wanted you to know by expeiience wbafc 
it 15 to hear the perBon you love refle^d 
on, that's all-^J will forward your letter 
wHb aU pleasure in life, and I hope I shatU 
Mve to dano^ at youif Mfeddjngr And npw^ 
my pretty eoufidn,. let u^ be friends/' belA^ 
ing out his hand. Having given hers ^ 
cordial i^ake, they parted, mutually satis^ 
fied with the explanation which bad thus 
taken place. 

Frederick then proceeded to answer the 
epistle of the fair Susan, a wock of )io 
small labour to his unpractised pen. He 
hi^ seen among the books in Imaunt'si 
bureau, or cm the mantljepieee,, a tattered, 
vofairae, eaUed '' Tlie Complete L€tter^ 
Wjut^/' from whieh ha bad been isamkeflf, 
made to teMs^ribe, by dtqt of some coiff^: 
ibg, and more threats, md he tboujgbt ^burs 
w«ttU oonsujyi ik fee aani^tancQ ki bis pi^ 
sent dileiMriii. He found in it i letter 



1 



fl64 VALLEY OF SHENAKDOAA: 

^ from a lover to his mistiMs/' which he 
thought might serve as a foundation, onf 
which he might add what particularly re- 
quired an answer, or was suited, to his 
own situation. 

After spending two mornings in tins 
labour, which he was on the point of 
abandoning once or twice in d^pair, he 
at length produced the following piece of 
literary patchwork, in which " The Com- 
plete Letter Writer^* formed the ground, 
and hia 4) wn sentiments were occasionaHy 
inlaid.:— 

"The Elms, Frederick County, Sept. 3, 1796. 
'' DEAR MISS, 

" Permit, divine charmer, the 
humblest of tjby admirers to throw himself 
at thy feet, and pour out the sad tale of 
liiose afitictions which thy peerless beauty 
has caused. I duly received your letter. 
Miss Susan^ and -Mote the contents. Liove* 
has not, believe me, a votary more fond 
and 'devote than him who now addresses 
you. Th^ are mii^kmi if they suppbse^ 
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I'm to be ruled. by my aunt; Vm not fot 
petticoat govemQient any how ; and if I 
Jknock under to a woman, it must be a 
young (me. Couldst tfaou see the havock 
thou hast made in that heart which beat^ 
only for thee, I am ca*tain it would in- 
cline thy tender bosom to pity. Never 
mihd thj^ir plaguing you, Susan — why 
should you mind them? let them laugh 
that wins. Your loved image is ever pre- 
49ent to my excited fancy, whether waking, 
or . when my exhausted spirit is lulled to 
rest You make my mouth water at the 
thoughts of the venison, but I trust there 
are as fat bucks in the forest as ever came 
out. of it. You ask me if the r^>ort is 
.true^-r-I tdl you it is a lie, ev«y word of 
it ; . I mean to clK)ose for myself, and if 
you Jove me as I love you, never did a 
^^uple love so true: I cannot give utter- 
ance to the feelings which the sweet idea 
inspires, when I recollect that thou hasi; 
in thy gmdous condescension, bid me nojt.'? 
despair. I shall post off to Lexii^toQ a^ 

VOL. ii. . N f 
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iM>li «s I apt of 2^, afad faa^^^aBWH 
and h weddiiig-riiig, if jroueaa tfekeisttdi 
a sbabbsr fellow a« I am. Witii.taitb. 
ments of the tnMM t^deAess^ and tsoM: 
faeait&lt deTotiota, I am j)om* MrH iahb- 
ful, and, biit for the Irope of ytnar fttoas^ 
desiring lover, 

'' FbBDEEICK W. STBClKEk." 



When this Itnre txmpositiaii ^wfamse 
thography we hate also T^ntured im im* 
ptove) was eompleted, be read it agasn 
«iid again, not a little {deased lirith 4^ 
«diolar-^like a performance and^eliKBgit 
up^ salt it to the post^offioe^ tog^er With 
the one wbieh Matilda had jglvdn him. 
In this letter, after kiforming het loi^r of 
SVedefiek's ^attentions, and their 'luiioe^ 
quent edalitaissenielit, she endestvdtmfl to 
encourage hifn in his efforts «Ad tesolti^ 
tioniB — ^besdught him to beasr patie^itlythe 
pains of ahsenee, wid «v0n toftvg^tbet 
.when engaged in jtogmrili^iilcnolHqid^ 
of his profession. She reminded him Idiat 
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^ir future happinefifi Would he rnote 
oomplete, ifor the suffelitigsand'self-^iBHiiA 
they had {H^monely mid^gone. $(he e^^ 
ei him "fiN* ^ foore minute aeeoant oi the 
incidents mhvch befd him, and of the so* 
oii&if he met ivYth-^nforofied him of the 
health cf Ms mother, i^ho, ishe 'sAd, ap- 
peared to be more cheerful Ifhaii ihe had 
kteiy seen her, ivheii she 'was last at 
Beachwood ; and she advised him to for- 
ward his letters, under cover, to Frede- 
rick Steener. 

Every week brought or carried a letter 
from this fond and virtuous couple, stri- 
ving to console each other under the ob- 
stacles which opposed their pure and fer- 
Idd attachment Friday evening was the 
itiost iiAportant event in the quiet, trtii- 
fbrm life of Matilda. Frederick was ^rure 
to be M; Battlefeown by the time the post 
anived, an^, vAth bis uncle's letters ai»I 
pttpcm, to receive the one from Edw^, 
Whitih tie decpeCly ^xmveyed to Matilda. 
TMs oeheeahnent she acquiesced in^ 4qt 
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fear so exquisite an enjoyment should be 
ipterrapted by her mother, or, at any 
i^te^ excite her displeasure, and as she had 
satisfied her conscience by the open decla-r 
ration she had. made of her intention .to 
write. Mrs. Fawkner, however, seeing 
that Frederick was regular in his atten- 
dance on his cousin, considered that her 
plan was in a fair train of success, apd that 
all was going on as she wished. 



CHAPTER VII. 

i 

We will now return to Gildon, whom we 
left on a journey to Mount Vernon. After 
gratifying himself with seeing and hear- 
ing the most illustrious man his country, 
had produced, and one of the very few; 
persons who did not suffer in the estima- 
tion that was previously madet)f him on. 
a near approach, our traveller turned his' 
course towards Monticello, for the purpose 
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t>f seeing him who was then fondly looked 
to by the zealous republicans as the sue* 
oessor of the present chief magistrate, and 
.who, with a popular character in New« 
York, was expected to receive the suffrage 
of his own state for the. office of president 
and vice-president. 

When he reached Colchester, a small 
.village on Acquia Creek, an arm of the 
Potomac, he found, at the public-house 
at which he stopped,- two young men, 
genteelly dressed, lounging in the porch, 
and engaged in cmreless conversation, 
which they did not think proper to check 
on ^ his account. — "Is she really very 
handsome?'' said one, dressed in a neat 
suit of homespun. 

** She is a beauty,'' said the other, iii a 
green frock with sherry vallies; "old 
Orayson was (Mice very rich, but I believe 
he had nearly run through his estate." 
^Gildon here pricked up his ears, and lis* 
tened. with the closest attention.) — "I ex- 
pect she has gone down to set her cap for 
her cousin Frank Barton." 
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« SliewiU hudljr catch Fraitk/' and tht 
olfaer; « he has got a nwr pair of panka 
tet Jbe wcmld not give op to many the 
flnect g^l in VkgpnsL I wander if he is 
at hcane now. He was to have been aft 
Cutiafa last week.'* 

'' He must now be aft Dumfri^ wlera 
Sam Fox is to give Mm a chance ef win- 
nmg hade what he lost at the comrtJipiHe, 
cm the fomifa, of Joly .* 

'^ oBttt they svjf the pvl is engs^efttaa 
yooassg South CayoUniilii, whcae ffater is 
unwiUiBi; to the mafcdi,'' said the.ene ia 
grey, 

^ And when are Jtslia Bartoit aad Nat 
Jones, to be married ?" said the ote ill 
green. *' She is playing fint nid Idae 
with him» and keqps faim dai^Kng/ to see 
if she caa get a belter offer. If I waen^ 
Nat» I woold bring the matter to an nstt# 
at once : Lee has* goae. over to Staiilegri 
and if he does^ \t^ wiA bf sure to odiirt 
either Julia 'BnUm m^ HxeA litUe moan^ 
tain gki yoa spdak ^ if it is only to keey 
bis hand in. But here the. fendkad htt 



lK)9ttg)il; m tb« tqM}!.-4^r, Mintev^ k 
yoi^r tQ4<}y 90c^? tet ^^ fe^te it;'' 

Tbty thrift cwW into ^ faoi»i and in- 
¥it^ (ail4m to JQ™ ttwua^-rr^** W«?te ri- 
ding, sir.'* 

'* YflP, $ir I tboiigK n^t? more to thftta we 

'* You are ti^ veiling to tb^ south I 
ptrpeiv^'' 
" Yes, sir," 

'< Ai^ 3^af <9|(^6 good tlieFe this year ?'' 
^ I 4pli'i know, air/* wtd Qildon. 
''Qh, you ktfvo batiQ to tki^ noitb;'' 
^^ Tikh^j^ a Kttle wsiy, sin^ Gfildoir 
ib^wed «itid^i3tly snchr an indispoMtion 
to bo oomrnamdative^ that his interrogator 
desisted from fiirtlier inquiry, and they 
$fit dlKWii to a nioe'diantf, at whioh Gil- 
doe preaerved a guarded silence, partly 
heotuso he did not widb to make himself 
known, and partly for the purpose of 
hfHring tliie&r wireatrved smtiraents on 
wta»t Wj imxly o(^Qemed 1dm. He waid 
ll9WeT^r able to gkan BotMng mare. 
The young gientkmfln ixmb immediately 
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after dinner, and mounting two elegant 
horses^ paced off in an easterly cUrection.- 

'^'Thoae gentlemen live in the neigh-* 
boutliood I presume?* said Gildon to the 
landlord. 

•*Qne does; the other's home I don't 
exactly know, but I believe he lives, in 
Bang George county.** 

*' They have good estates, I shouM «up* 
pose.*' 

' ." The one in the Virpnia doth coat 
once owned a very fine estate on the Po- 
tomac; but he has nearly ran through it 
all by gambling and extravagance ^ and 
the other in green, they say, has won a 
good deal of it He is a sharp, wary chap, 
who always knows what he is about. The 
tall one has latdy sold a piece of li^d, and 
is full of cash' at presait ; and I will bet a 
horse that Dick Scapin will not leave him 
till he iBtrips him of eveiy pj&nny." 

Gildon was somewhat surprised to find 
that one who was a professed swindler 
^ould be deemed fit company for a gen- 
tleman, and should So much possess the 



ttanniers and appearand c3rt>iie'. But the 
landlord informed him, tiiat Scapin '^as 
himself a man of reputable family, and 
left very niuch to his own guidance by 
the early death of his fether; he had been 
soon cheated but of hiis own little patril- 
mony, and was now making reprisds oti 
the community for his own losses» in 
which be had been but too successful. 

The conversation of these young men 
made a lively impression on Gildon, and 
confirmed him in that to which he was 
previously much inclined ; which was to 
throw himself in the neighbourhood ci 
Stanley,' and get introduced to the family, 
if possible, for the purpose of having op-' 
portunities of conversing more uninter* 
ruptedly with Liouisa, whose society seem- 
ed how indispensable to his peace. And 
when he contemplated her exposed to the 
gallantry of an insinuating young man, 
j^ousy added new force to his love, and 
he at once determined to turn his horse's 
head in that direction, and in the iBrst 

N8- . . ■ 
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flictt to aiM at fimniiig m aeqpiaiirtmee 

He fgsk to Dumfries early in the after^ 
MOD, and expfeMtng himaelC is thepub^ 
}kt faon, fdeased widi the ntuation vsA 
Anjgtted tvdtb tbe journey^ he took oeea«> 
Iton to M(f , he would remain there a tday 
or tsro, to rest hioatelf arid hb xmg. He 
was ihewn into a roottit ibr (lie pulpteeof 
cfaangiiif^ bis dross* and learnt fffom the 
waiter, bf a careless question or two* that- 
Mr. Barton was then a lodger in the houses 
and that he had been t^ete with his ser« 
vant and two horses for sev^ftil days; that 
he was then put* and would not prohaUy 
bein tbat night till late^ if at sAl The 
boy^ coDGtiving it would be no harm to 
open his budget to a stradgj^r, tdd him 
aU that he knew* or heard* or imagined 
relative to Mr. Frank Bartmi* his loye of 
sport of ev^ry kind* his wasteful ^^peiice^ 
and above all* his prinody gencrosHty to 
servants. Gildon* faa(viiig ettraeted aQ 
that the boy knew* while be oitly.sjsetoed 
to be listening to a atninge tale* in which 



be &k 'D9 {MTtiDubfer interest, ¥^raiU9e4 
bk inforniKnty and then toodk 9 ^tfcA 
tbroBgh tbe Uttle vfllag^ His hwid^wn^ 
person, wd ^bion^blQ dres9 wnA «ir^^ 
would }iave been suffideut to attract; at* 
tentioiii if tb^ l9<A; of inquiry he tbrew 
arotmd him bad not marked biip fyr a 
strange ; and inore than once a pair of 
sparHling eye^, or rosy che^a, or a moutb 
disdosing ti^o rows of orient pearl, ap<i* 
peared at some window by which he bap*, 
ppned to pass, and seemed to indicate a 
lively curiosity, and to say, they had no^ 
objection to a further acquaintance. Yet 
seeing no symptoms of the party he was 
in seardi o^ he returned to the tavern^ 
and resolved to wait until Barton, came 
home, be it when it might. 

The next morning after break&st. Bar- 
ton, who had returned during the night, 
made bis appearance in the public room : 
be bad a florid complexion and good fea- 
tures, but a very haggard look, from keep* 
ing late hours, and still more £rom the 
mept{i9i jigitatioos to* which he' was ex- 
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posed. He appeared to be about five-and-^ 
thirty, though Gitdon knew him tiot t<> 
be 80 old by seven or eight years. After 
a slight indhiation of the head to Gildon, 
he called for a mint julep, and ordered 
breakfast, which was served up with di9- 
piatch, and in good style, as his babit«; 
and taste appeared to be well known to 
the house. Gildon sat anxiously waiting 
for an opportunity of introducing himself.' 
At length the landlord having pronounced 
the other's name audibly, he said-^— ** Are 
you Mr. Barton of Stanley ?* 
'* The same, sir, at your s«viee.'' 
** I have the pleasure of knowing a 
friend and relative of yoiirs, Mf; Edward 
Graysoti,'*^ 

" Of Frederick," said Barton ; " yes, we 
are distantly related. And how is Ned ? 
is he as great a bookworm and as much ^ 
in the heroics as ever ?•* 

« » ' * 

•* He is now a student of law at Wil- 
liamsburg,'* said Gildon. ** I have ofteii 
beard him speak of you.** - 

•* Why,' I wonder' at that; we de^r 
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took miich to one anotber; our walks lay 
in different direetions — ^he was for fhme^ 
and I for pleasure." 

" In which," said Gildon, •* you have 
this advantage, that you are sure of run*' 
ning down your game, while he may never 
get in sight « of his." 

"You are not from Frederick?** said 
Frank, with an air of courtesy which 
shewed he was pleased with this specimen 
of the stranger's judgment. 

"I have lately been in Frederick, sir, 
but am just now returned from a visit to 
Mount Vernon; my name is Gildon; my 
home is in New- York ; and I have some 
idea of going to Williamsburg, where I 
should be happy to be the bearer of any 
commands to your relation Mr. Grayson."' ^ 

'' Oh, none at all, I thank you," said 
Frank; '' but you may tell him I am 
gding on after the old sort, oonindering 
women and wine, cards and dice, horses 
and dogs, all that are worth living for." 

*' I see you allow yourself some latitude . 
in your tastes,": said Gildon ; '< and in your' 



liitt ^m^ritoriou^ olgaqUi ibfir?' ai^ same 
items wbich the ^riscufc 4tnd grav^ do n^ 
disdain. Perhaps, sir, yi^u can g^te hiia 
awMl ioteUigeiiee about bis 3i«ter» wbo I 
bali^ve ^ now with her fiie<ida m tbis 

" I will be shot if I can,** saM Frank, 
'f I b^rtre'taafd Ae was at Stanley, but- I 
bMtfuot bee« at hom0 sinoe ber arrival ; 
a$> howevcfr, you me ^ing across the 
country, suppose you call at Stanley, and 
tAke a kttm- from her ; they are monstrous 
people for writing lejbtera to one another." 

^ If I had the honour of knowing any 
of the ftmily at Stanley," replied Gildon, 
**. I wmiM do so with pleasure." 

^ You need »ot be fio particular h^fcv 
sit; weaid an unceremonious pe<$ple ; our 
iKmse^ in ;tl>e Nortbern Neck are always 
open l:o' oUr acquaintance, and to stran* 
gei»«t«^<abd tbQ latter are always the most 
wdteoibe^iit laast I think it is th^ case 
with iDiir wonieiu. I shall set off to*iiior<> 
roliF for Hohbes Htde; and as I shall go 
within rf ^ ;Baiies ictf Stiitifey, ^e o^ twve^ 



^AfA ftr tog/9tkm, if yw hare no ^riiQ^ 
tion,** 

^' It ^) give me gtetA pteanire Mf, ac- 
company yoo,** 8fl[id Gildoto ; •'♦awl I ffiutf 
aider oiyfli^extteBnely fortuiAt^ m kHviiifg 
«fopf>ed here last erenifig." 

Tbe buainels bdng thus satisfactl3fily 
arranged, the ocnveiwtiim turned on »}«^ 
difierent 8ubjeet9» parfioiiliirljr tbooe thM 
Frank best understood; i}uring uriiiob 
Gildon lost no opportumty of insinoatktg 
himself into tbe oonfidenoe of Bartoitf by 
i^^dng with him in opinion, and )adnn% 
flattering his ruUag propexi^iti^s. H? 
succeeded 00 w^ell in ingratiating himself 
¥^ith his aew acquaintance, that^ loar^^ng 
from Gildon he sometimes played^ but 
waa not very ddlful^, Frank pr^ppaisd to 
carry, him to the house of a friendi where; 
a party of jolly fellows were to have their 
la^t meeting at loo that evening. Gildon 
would have excused himself^ a» he had nq 
great partiality for oards^ and played welt 
at no^iyie except whi$t; but b^ did. not. 
t^ ipapcur the favourable footing en, 



irliicii h« stood irHh Bartoh» aiid':hb toi^ 
sented. 

They f HffiMded to a respectaUe-looking 
house an the side iif a hill, bordering on 
the Httle fiOspit hllere he understood a 
widow ladf ttttl. They wete poHtely 
rdcdved \if i yoUng man, his rod;ber Atui 
siMei^rand tnsy also found there ttvo 
othir gmtliehiien irom the neighbourly 
country. The early part of the eveniii^ 
ptased rather heaVily — most of the pif^» 
by their loud yawtiing, shewing dther the 
want of rest, from the frolic of the past 
night, or pres^it lassitude* In the course 
4it the evening two other residents of the 
ttJWn entered, one c^ them coHsideralAy 
^lHe^ than the other. 

After tea the card*table was set out^ 
and immediately the countenances of all 
brightened 'up ; a saucer, containing graihif 
of Indian eorn,> as eounteri^ was set on 
the table, from whieh every one helped 
himself to the prescribed number ; arid 
the rtst were put a^de. Gildon excused 
Jlimaelf ftom' joining the party, as there 



were five without him; loid they began 
the game of little loo, ait which each pjby;^ 
had but tfar^ caerds. . :? " 

r The. ladies, with whom he convemd 
awhile, aeon retired, and the master of the 
house again urged on Grildon: to takiea 
hand. , He would again have excused 
lumself, both because his company seettied 
not to be solidted by all the party, and 
Vecause he was not in the humour &£ 
playing; but Sarton, against wiiom ihe 
cords had been running unfavourably, in- 
sisted, so peremptorily on his joining tteoo^ 
that he sat down ; and as at the rate tb^ 
were playing *hb finances might have 
be^n easily exhausted, he played at firrt 
with great caution, and with nearly equal 
fortune. But after some time liick began 
to run in his favour, and he won pool 
after pool, in so rapid a succession, that he 
became at length the object either of envy 
or suspicion to the whole board. 

" This is d — — d surprising,** said one ; 
^ the cards all seem to go in one hand.'*^ 
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•' Gentfemen/* said OlMbn, ^* Iffei? I 
ki?f» spoiled joai» sport ; I cstfed iibt about 
jtHkbig^ in i^ md witt quit tioivr if youf 
tritt permit BM."* 

« fietp ymr imi"" daid Frank, <^ attd 
dtonrtni^d tlieii^f^lWs.** 
i :^T|i» gMtlemaK,^ '^id one of tibtf 
tewiMDenr ^ won't think ^ quitting* iao# 
tiiit l» kiai ^tHun «U oar Mih,** 

::^ I.wiil plaf^ or XewBOlt^ as you ndftb, 
gsntteOHin,'^ i^aid Oildon^ .^fiodciitly sc»lw«i 
wMtfiqiuHL 

.^iKetap your seat I aay, Mh Gdldoin'^ 
riqpftaOad Barton; ^' atid lend me ten, M* 
^M| pldttie.'' 

. ^Do^ ii^;' said the other, ''allow »»» 
lo be yow btaker.'' 

. QilidboD a&w played mcva ufigttaifdedJy ; 
yet Itieauae good fortune ooiitknied %6 
attend him* He liroii until be had gteatly 
mneaMd his loim to^ Bartom, i^ tiroof 
the oftbera weiie alao hb^ debtore^ ISat 

w 

feeling easy at such extraordinary success. 



andoot wwifaiir fioappnr m die diariNtar 
€£ afikUiiiL gamester he set all tlie mlii 
wt fCiidfiiKA and t3i& little skill be pbau 
aniedi «fc Beoght and endeavoufed; by 
playii^ on tbe wersi handt, to lednofe Jj&l 
:iiriimHigs ; but Fortune, in one q£ tiieafe 
faiaoldi^ fmaks wlock sbe odoaAooaUjr «» 
ftuiies^ diefied bim^ and be csDMiniiedi.t# 
wis, wbetber he was bold; teulioiii^or 
QHdeM. At length, galled #itb Jitdr m 
vexadoiis and perrcrae ooune of iiliudk^ 
tjbey aeemed tti wai^e to plajr agiinst bnii^ 
andl did scaxieirhaffcclieck his 8neoe!St;> b^t 
libea Ae dag^ btigaa to dawn,, ibe semfil^ 
wlui^ hlid bow dternatdif watting ttad 
nodding aH nig^t^ whispered io the geB» 
tleman of the boose that tiie qoAb wan 
aiowlng^ and the daj^ bscakii^. Upon 
tbi6» the elder t^vnmtomri itb^>wat the 
only vHnner faesidet GiUen, affiadting great 
aknn and.surpriae^ and deelansigr tfast be 
expected a man at bia home timt mcxnitij^ 
m an aoapoctant business, tbdy flnUf 
eotisentod to aett]» Aw acbcmtita. Gi|dcfei 
found himself notitiaaBy a ymmtw 'of tq^ 



irtods of tbinse fauQdred doUfus; :but as 
diey all continued to shift their ddbts 6u 
Pnmk, either because he was owing thetiii 
or they could paj him more easily thaii 
Gildon^ his winnings added nothing to 
lus stck^ of cash. The worst c^ the mat* 
tear was, that the elderly man had lent 
Gildon, when he happened to have lent 
to others all that he had won- himself; and 
BOW, though Gildon was so large a winner^ 
Jie was required to pay twenty dollars to 
ihislgentleman, who piersdsted in seemitig 
not tp understod^the>ddScate intimations 
Jirhieh^ GiMon gave, ii^ut those who were 
in the.Mme county, and ev^n in the same 
tsofvm, might more conveniently settle with 
each other, than for him, who was a stran* 
ger, to pay away his money, and yet go 
away a creditor. But Frank Barton ob- 
served what was passing^ and said in an 
authoritative tone^— *' Damn it, Tfaomtcxi, 
let Seymour, who owies Mr. GUdon, pay 
you the twenty dollars, inst«id of my set- 
tling it with Mn Gildon, to whom IVe 
^pough. to pay .already/! : 



"Oh, \ety wett," said Thornton; tin&ble 
to parry such a direct attack, " it is the 
same thing," 

The party then; broke up, eadi otie 
sneaking to his bed with blunted fiumlties, 
exhausted spirits, aiid bodies chilled witli 
the. morning damp, though it was then 
early in September. How different were 
they then, from what he had seen them 
eight or ten hours before ! Gildon, regard- 
less of his success, reproached himself for 
being a party in so disgraceful a scenes 
and he thqught, had hebeen previottsfy: 
demoted to the amusemait, thespectade 
he;' had witnessed that night must have 
cured him. Their frequent bidceringj 
and altercations, their degrading sus(pi- 
dons of each other — which sometimes, no 
doubt, were warranted by what they fejt 
themselves capable of-<-their inward fret- 
ting and impatience at their own want of 
success, which was further aggravated Jby, 
their envy at the good fortune of others; 
their superstitious faith in signs of tl^e 
most trivial charactej: ; and, last of all. 



Mk liittii! Nlf-Mp^ timti utraAting 

tiM&r time ^anl hedth, ki the ttbpe irf* 
gaining, at the expenoe of an intiteiite 
Mend> «tid then flhding the injury they 
ttHMbfted 0n otbem reterteil on tivem*^ 

<^dMi^s tnind^vfiis mottled w$& these 
MAettSmM^ «nd the agilalionfi lof the past 
friglit, that 'it nms Mine time fidfore he 
eMdd^toMpdBe^iifmcSf to'fl^ and jost 
M tie httd'thfi^ iMo n dMe, he ims dium- 
iMMMd-tii famakfltft lie tefmed, bmr- 
flOMT, to ^ge^ iind rankiaed 4a 1)ed tSl 
Mwfy WMin, niMm liejnrokc^ locAKidwaUy 
nfteisb^d^ 4Uid'p«rt:ook of^some sotip, whic^ 
Swnk'iiiil pfts^vidftd. 

39iey^)M« ^If ;4rib(^ Ihnee in tJbe ^fleN 
tfdoA for ^SlflSbrd Cotitt-House. Gildon 
iMt too 1ii»^iti 0id wymtt i iit g4» fvi EteJ 
tltfi^tit^Ms easetmthe9ul9e(0t<drti^«o»ey 
te^wed Mtn, observing; ^th«t he :»hould 
itH dta lAie 4M)eai^AHi «ls 4ie • ^n)«M 
{JMted'cf Battdn, imd^gtve iiim ^an op^ 
^rtuDity-^ Winningit^ 
' ^ A%id perbaI»,^ teid Fmnk> ^ df Am- 



U^ ^oar winringsi ^I should: (UDtiAVt 
lost what I did, if I had not been tsyiag 
b Airin xiff ^ and I n^y htJis^e, thai !f I 
had Wdii, I jbouia ha^ be^^ ^fig^ «d 
tal&e 41^86 feUdws* M^p, inMead^f giittiiig 
baick any <€ tnjr own <ca^h. Bid yom 
mitch l^r ttaD^MVMs ^ben we bnkfe 
up?" . 

«" I did :not think/ implied Gflddn, 
** they aeemcd to stand hi good creditwitfa 
eieh ather, at least with the gentkmati 
wIm was the wity wtoner eiceapt mfiMO" . 

^' Ay> Ned Tbbttiti$ii^^-4Mii Kild hmH. 
^« hiMs^bMti the guide :m& itiMMietordir 
all yeu «a#, and he ktio^#^ that Urtt^ ink 
«Aack enou^ in pt^tng. fl^ tft ici HSift^ 
iHaHt 6f 4^ plate, and a 1^111% felted 1»^^» 
'bat hehto^ stMttig iMh IfiMr >gKadt}g#«fili 
he icflfies the mom «odlneift und ^hi^wd^ 
hets to th^owd-^E^le <^t he had b^Aod 
the «0tKiter r and the cunieqiieiyoe %> liiiit 
he seldom. ikHft to win, H^^aittitli^ 
or impoverished two or three ' suocsesirifl^ 
generations I may "iay^^ that tourn > l&nd 
I M^nk^om tbei^J/^I^omsmamfeMed^ 
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ught, this «et are nearly worn thread- 

I 

** I wopda-, Mr.. Barton, that you .would 
venture your money virith a party, of which 
we is likely to dut-play you, and tb.e.i^t 
are not able to pay you if you win* It is 
like throwing cross and pile whether you 
shall keep your own money or not" 
, ^ I confess it is a foolish business," said 
Frank. .'' I see it plain enough now, but 
I neyer see it till. after the game is over ; 
besides, I lost a few .hundreds to two of 
these men at Stafford Court-Hojus^ at a 
hfjl on the fourth of July ; and I took it 
£qt( granted that if I had won of thenij 
tikey would have been abl^ to have paid 
fm badi ray own — ^for you kaoyr your 
luck, might have been mine* By-the-bye, 
ibit purchase of these bays, and my loss 
tq^ther, have drained me coo^^etely,.and 
I JtOHSt ^ve you my note; but as soon as 
I. can get my crop to «Darket, I will dis- 
dwigeit" . . 

^' Mak^, yourself easy on that scorei" 
said Gildon. « If yoM will n<?t;take a 
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chance of mnning it off at baickganiimoti 
or picquet, allow me to continue your ere-* 
ditor ; For as I have incurred so many ob- 
ligations in Virginia, I don't wish to carry 
away your money too. You may next 
year buy me a gelding, if you chance to 
meet with one.'* 

** I think I have some that will suit 
you ; and I believe I must even go with 
you to Stanley ; from thence we can ride 
over to my estate, where I can match you 
with such a horse as you like, and thus 
both of us be accommodated." 
/ Gildon congratulated himself on his 
good fortune at loo, as it had brought 
about what he so much wished, a regular 
introduction to the family in whidi Loii- 
isa Grayson then resided, by one of its own 
members. ; It was night When they reach- 
ed Sta£^ppd Court-House, where Frank 
Barton wai^ received with great defeieiioe 
atid respect by the landlord and his deiw 
vants, not only because his father was a 
man of wealth and consequence in the 

VOL. II, o 
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county, ^biit because he himself . wu alibe. 
nd gaest,. who spent his money Y»y freely ^ 
Barton insnted on GUdon't playingt a 
fevr games, of backgaramc»> by whidl he 
somewhat reduced the debt he awed \, and^ 
they set oS, after an eaiiy bfcak&st, the 
next day for Stanley* 



<iHAPTER Vlll. 



They reached the venerable mansion about 
oiie ike next day. Frank Bavton waa s^^ 
irrc^ji^ in hia morrements and absenoea, 
thailiia coming ca staykig aWsjp nerme ex^ 
cited much surprise in the fiunily ; Md>tfae 
faihet finding that his bints ta has seii 
about punning 4i more regular ai)«l ration* 
9k life w^re entirely ' discegMdfd^^ had oeaa^ 
ed to. interfere with hioa, apd h&tiddJoa 
ecoentne oeorsfe witheue letk.of mokustsriteai^ 
etcoepi when \» bad eeonsimi fbr ^istMm* 
dinary subsidies, to <!^>en a new dioij^ttign^ 
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^ defraj tbe ^IpeMBs of the old (»e» ii! 
wfatcb «ftse be generally ihit ^th some 
advice firom' bis iatber, itbA sometimes a 
gentle paternal ceilMi^» wMidi' was neither 
agtdeabte at the tinie^ nor long rememfcer- 
edafterwardsr 

His fitber had not long letnmed fitsn 
lis maannff^ ride when the travelkni ar^ 
rived. He was sitting in the wide paa^ 
sage which can through the middle of the 
house, enjoying the south-western hreew 
then pleassBtly pastiDg through it After 
the eustomary greetix^ between Mr* Bar^ 
ton and his son, Gildoh was intrdchieed to 
the old mfna, %fa6 immediatdy gafvi the 
young stranger a mort cordial reception 
«^^ TwBt glad to see yioa, rar« Hcve you 
lately ccnne Ito Virginia?'' 

^ No; dkr; i have been* here more thai a 
year."' . 

"* A jresideat of Alexandtm &r JPrede- 
riekabitfg?'' 

""'No^ sir;' said Fniik, <' Mr. GlUhm has 
heeti a fellow-itudenC ofSdwafrdGo^Mi* 
«t Wi&iimaburg, aiid Meting from 

OS 
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Mount Veraon to college, I have prevailed 
on him to call by, and he has oxisented to 
do so under the hope that Louisa may wish 
to write to her brother.** 

^ I am very happy to see you, Mr. Gi^ 
don, and hope you will pass some weeka 
with us. We consider our situation to. be 
mudi more healthy than Williamsbm|( ai 
thisi season." 

V I hc^ the family are all weH,.sir?^ 
said Frank. 

" Tolerably so, I believe; but I think 

I _____ 

you look badly. Have you. been sick, or 
only raking, Frank ?'* 

*' I was up late last night, sir, at a party 
at Dumfries,** said Frank. 

*^ And somewhere else the night before 
I presume,** said the old gentleman, *^ and 
the same the night before .tbat.*-^Our 
young Virginians, Mr. Gildon, live as if 
they could never get rid of their constitu- 
tions or estates soon enpugfa; and yet 
many of them contrive to wear out both 
before they are thirty. You are more 
prudent I believe in your state?" 
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** I do not perceive much difference* 
wr,** replied Gildon» " except that there 
iare a greater nuinber here who have both 
the leisure and the means of indulgence." 

^* And how does your state receive the 
president's resignation ?'* 

•* Jt seems to be very generally regret- 
ted; but I believe it had been expected. 
I think he is more reverenced and beloved 
in our state than he is in his own." 

•^ You know," said the colonel, ** no man 
is a prophet in his own country ; but if 
^ver ther^ was an exception^ it is in the 
caseof general Washington ; yet not a few 
regret (and I confess I am one of the num- 
ber) that he had not either refused the 
office of president, or resigned it before he 
had lost any portion of the regard which 
his countrymen entertained for him: it 
had been better for his glory, and perhaps 
also for his happiness." 

" Of its effect on his reputation," said 
Qildon, ^* I am not competent to judge ; 
but it does not seem to have affected his 
spirits, as they are remarkably good, and 
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9d is has hcaltbu I left \M0iHit Vemcoi 
,tibi6e days s^a'' 

^ I am glad taheai Hist fa? i« <dieeifift^^ 
rebooted the .ookMiid. ^ I iNnrer dm be 
brougiit to believe that be is imder Sritish 
influence, as some of our viotentnewapar 
per) would. p^BiRide ns; and if h^ has 
ened, as I ocmfess I drii^E he has on seve- 
nit * icnportant aeonions^ his ia?n>rs ^ have 
been those of the head, nand not of the 
heart. It is impossible that he could be 
regardless of the interests of that eoqntry 
whose glorjr is identified i^th bis 4ywiKr« 
'm wlidse service his %idioIei life .has been 
i^)ent--4iis best efforts directed«*«-his ^own 
fiune established ; and he never would be 
temptedt by ^ttery. or any arts of seduc* 
tios), to give up either his pfesent poptila* 
rity, or the promises of future reputation, 
fof any other advantages this world ooold 
present" ■ 

Gildon was suiprised to hear ^is wor- 
thy, old gendetnan labouring to prove that 
general Washington was honest and :pa* 
triotic, wbt<;h> seemed to him 4ike ^* gik|^ 
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kig refined gbldi^'or enyotlmr vain and 
ri^SiHj^ue ewe9$ ; and be saw 'a sf^edmeo 
of the' eonfilfsi/ which many i wbrkfax citi^ 
a^ in Vifg^w fek in those di^tys, between 
formet Y^enfti<m ^rad the distrust which 
|K)Utieal ranoour wits then engendering 
against the^ pride and ornament of his 
country. 

In the midst of this conversation, Mi^ 
Jones end* Julia Barton made their ap- 
pearance with Frank, and Gildon was 
greatly disappointed at not seeing Louisa^ 
He had abstained- from m^itioning to 
Frank Barton that he Ivas particularly ac* 
quaiiitlid with hcfr; but as Louisa had 
been unreserved in her cemmunieations to 
hfst eousin, mid she bad often m^itioned 
him to the f^mily^ bis^p^rti&lity was known 
to them all She was therefore not ^ 
little embarrassed how she should recdve 
him*^whether she should, like an obedient 
daughter, tind^tdke to remonstrate with 
hkn &^ this vic4ation df his iX>mp$ct^ ev 
aiflfeet not to notice it, *md meet hkn as a 
poising abquatntance : but whatever nHght 
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be the appearance gfae should assume, she 
teas delighted beyond measure on hearing 
of bis arrival ; and the agitation she be- 
trayed would not have escaped more ob* 
serving eyes than those of Frank Barton 
and his mother, who were the only persion$ 
in the roofii when he announced the name 
of the gentleman he had brought with, 
him^ 

Anxious to see the object of her wakiitg 
and sleeping thoughts, him whose society 
she remembered with inexpressible fond- 
tiess and regret, she yet hesitated. She 
dreaded the gaze of the family, amiable as 
were its members, and long as she had 
been acquainted with them; and atilid all 
the tumultuous delight wbidi Wad her 
bosom, she trembled, and was^|mi^dUttke 
thoughts of the interview. Sm ii|p again 
and again called down, before i^>c6vld 
tnove» and did not forget to go severed times 
to her glass, and adjust her hair, or neck* 
dress (less, it must be admitted, for Uiepur* 
pose of decorating her person than to gain 
time). On its being mention^, on th^ 
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last summons, that dinner was coming 
on, she sent for Julia Barton to accom- 
pany her down stairs; and she would 
hardly have been able to support herself 
in going down, if she had not leaned upon 
her cousin's arm. Fortunately Gildon 
was in the south portico (then getting to 
be the shady side of the house) when she 
came into the passage^ upon which old. 
Mr. Barton exclaimed — " Mr. Gildon, 
here is an old acquaintance of yours I be- 
lieve ;" at which Frank stared, but Gil- 
don ran immediately into the passage, and 
seeing Louisa, forgot the course he had 
prescribed to himself, and seizing her 
hand, which she, by a similar but more 
subdued emotion,^ readily held out^ he 
bowed to her at once respectfully and ten* 
derly. 

He inquired about her health, her jour- 
ney, and whether she had heard from Fre- 
derick in the week since he had left her, 
to all of which questions she answered, 
with timidity, and the greater embarrass- 

OS 



ment fer her nnsuoeegs&l effi>Ms to co»^ 
ceal what she felt. Perceiving her emo- 
tion^ and secretly delighted whw he rew 
fleeted cm its causey he turned to Mhs 
Barton, and told her he presumed they 
were now both very happy, as he kn^w 
Miss Grayson's sentiments towards her 
friend, and Miss Barton's sentiments he 
could conjecture, because he knew Miss 
Qrayscm. 

' Akhougfa this was said in a iow voice, 
and with that easy assured air for which 
Gildon waa remarkable, Louisa Mushed 
exceedingly. 

•• I am indeed truly happy," said Miss 

Julia; " and I irish, sir, you would join 

« 

me in persuading my cousin to pass the 
winter with me * 

" I hardly know whether I could con- 
sult to da that. Miss Barton^ if my entrea- 
ties would have any weight, m justice .to 
my friend Mrs. Grayson, who could never 
bi^ok so long $i separation.'* 

Louisa, in spite of her yii^n <»midity/ 
gave him a look of kindness and grati- 
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t«de» lior tlias remembeiiiig aiid idpeftking 
eif he^ dnr mother. 

^ And $o, eou^r Md Frank, "< y<m 
and ray friend here ttum out to be old iie^ 
qdamtanceB, while I though| lie kAew 
oniy your brother; and, woidd you believe 
it ? I had some ^tBcuIty in persuading 
Mm to eaH by, on his way to WillJ&ms- 
borg.^ 

^ Are you then going to Wilifams^ 
btirg 7*^ said Louisa. 

'* I probably ataQll,'' replied (Sildon; 
^ but you know my movements kave 
been irregular, and they may stifi so con* 
tinue." 

They were now asked out to dihlier^ 
wbeife Gildon sirw the sanM nice cckilbery 
he had commonly met with at Beadi<- 
wood, and that ftr greater variety which 
the lower country affords. Mr. Bariott 
was a spedmbn of that dassbf old^&sfaion^ 
ed persons (the Virginia gentlemen), 
wiikdi is now nearly ecstinet They were 
romarkablo for their uriAnity, ftanlsiess^ 
and ease; a nice tfSQse of honoitr*--^ ha*^ 
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teed* of all that was little or mfeu^-p-mbte 
fond of hospitality than show— -great cipt-^ 
cures' at table — great lovers of Ml^eira 
.wine, of horses, and'dogsr^free at a.je^t,^ 
partiiCularl};; after duiner, with a gQddl|i 
stori? of fiunily pride, and a moderate pom 
tion of leioning — ^never disputing a bfll, 
and seldom paying a debt, untiVlike tfacir 
Madeira, it had acquired age; scrupu- 
lously iifeat in their persons, but afiPecting 
plamiiess and simplicity in . their dress — 
Hind' iind indulgent, rather than faithful 
husbands, deeming some variety anenr-' 
tial in all gratifications of the appetite. 
There was enough of frankness ancl ease 
in their courtesy to prevent disagreeable 
restMint in others,^ and so much warmtib- 
in their hospitality as to ensure gratitude 
and good will. The luxuraous and sodal ^ 
4iabit$ in which they were educated gave 
theta) all that polished and easy grace 
>vhich Isl possessed by the * highest .<dasa^ 
in Europe. Indeed, the higher cksseg <^ 
fodety every where have the same, man- 
ners, which are the j^nt result of /tb^ic 
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lebure, education, the. cultivation of social 
pleasures, aod, aboTe ill» a high saise of 
seV^respect : iind kom the equaUty which 
existed there, as well as in other parts of 
t^e United States, there were none of 
those forms and ceremonies invented to 
preserve the distinction of rank and titles 
to precedency, all of which naturrily give 
rise to stiffiiess and restraint in society. 

There is mwe ^telligenoe aixiong the 
best-uifermed cladaes of the present day^ 
but it is ccmimonly associated either with 
pedantry, or coarseness, or a carelesis. ease, 
which does not disguise its indifference 
for the accommodation of others. Where- 
ever the same refinement^ of mainners was 
found in other countries^ one could sel-* 
dom meet with the same frankness and 
cor^dity, for these qualities would beat 
down. the. barriers which the institutions 
of society had erected to separate the dif- 
ferent classes from each other : nor could 
it exist in such countries as perfectly, ev^n 
among equals, since habits of formatity; 
{mxduced in the intevooucse between those 
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of diflkrent mils^fpiild'tewdxmttt^ 
tended to diose of the mbob sudc; Ttte 
manners of the fetndei with us have not 
dcMrioTated hi Ae same degree, tf at att i 
tliey liave gained, generally speaking, hi 
nieiitfd improvement, without kMdng* in 
ddioacy or purity. 

Lottiw did not £eel suffiotntly at ber 
ease to wish to be placed at the side of 
heif lover, and profited by the practice 
which then prevailed, of the ladies si^tog 
at the upper end of the table and the men 
below, to place bers^at a distance ftom 
Giidbn, who however was seated by the 
side of her friend; and so atsiduous w»lie 
in his attentions, and so graeioudy were 
ttn^ ^received by Miss BartiHi, that Loiiiaa 
would have felt iH at ease, had she notn 
by file words which oceaisionidly readied 
her qcadk ears, perceived that thdr ooiw 
versation turned altogether on; hsm^* 
^ Heinquired how they passed their tial0'«^ 
their visitors, neighbout^ and aoquamt'* 
onde— ^^mid sooti, perceived that this yoong 
Ififl^ was yet moR ft child of romanoe ttian 
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tbe gmHe LoQtaa;. $o fondly afaie dwelt on 
ttieir solitary if«fts by jnoonligfat iiu tioie 
l^deli-^^oBg' the banks of the Pdtomtc 
'--•in th0 ^tote hmt the faomeH^sopnisaii 
the sweejt notes of the inockfng4>ird^ and 
expressed suob Uvely r^ret tfaat oar coitom 
try could boast of no nightingales; ixt A\ 
ef which Gildon affected to agree ia.<qpi«- 
nioi}, and sympathize in feeling. In aii^ 
swer to his inquiries concerning theiir 
beaux, he had a detailed account of each 
one, except of her own krrer, Mr. Jcmes, 
whom she compr^ended ^utider the ge-* 
neral description of ** some few otherSi** 
He teamed from Miss Barton, thsrt Lou- 
isa's charms bad made great impressiofi in 
her attendance on the church of the pa« 
rish, and with such of the neighbouring 
young gentlemen as had visited at Stan- 
ley, which information he very readily be- 
lieved, and as readily deprecated. 

After the ladies had retired from table, 
Gildon having -manifested his fatigue^ as^ it 
was in ^et a duU party^ between the ^ 
ther, son, son4n*lawy andidms^lf, th^ soon 
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wertt out into the south portico, fronting 
the Potomac smoked cigars, and looked 
over the newspapers, until tea, when they 
repaired to the drawing-room, to join the 
ladies. After tea, Julia Barton proposed 
a walk to her cousin ; and the usual rules 
of politeness paired Frank Barton with 
Louisa, and Gildon with her cousin — aa 
arrangement that was disagreeable to all 
the parties except Miss Barton. The lo-« 
vers pined for the conversation of each 
other, and Frank had very little relish for 
female society ; but after going some dis- 
tance. Miss Julia, turning round tocher 
brother, who was behind, said — ** Bro- 
ther, I have a secret to tell you — ^I must 
make Louisa give you up a while, and I 
must lend her my beau." 

Louisa, who would have been delight* 
ed if the exchange could have been made 
without attracting observation, felt an in- 
vincible repugnance to yield to her/wishes 
on the occasion, and objected to giving up 
her cousin ; and while they were debating 
the matter, young Mr. Jones came up to 
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th$th, y^ullimg very fas^^ and having bow^ 
^d to the ladies, was introduced to Grildon. 

^ Here is one who will settle this dis^ 
pute," said Frank ; *^ and as there is ' a 
beau a-piece, ladies, I must go and see my 
sick horse, and wish you a good-evening ;" 
and turned off, without waiting to see 
how his abrupt departure would be re- 
icdved. 

Jones then took Julia Barton under his 
arm» and Gildon^ with yet more eagerness 
than, respect, seized on Louisa, who made 
no further remstanee. They soon fell be- 
hind, though Jones manifested some dis- 
position to dispute with him thkt favourite 
post of lovers in a line of march ; but 
finding it as tenaciously maintained as it 
had been promptly occupied, he seemed 
to make amends for the time he had lost, 
by quickening his pace ; so that there was 
soon so long an interval between them, 
that had they been far less engrossed than 
they were, iiot a word of the other^s dia* 
logue could either party have heard. Gil* 
don detailed, with ready eloquence^ hig 
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ji^^ts fioci atiHieticSft liw;hopeda»d ft«6; 
t(M hn, that finding l^i:^^ ftbe^iiee iUr 
3iippQrtable> lie hEid determined i0 throw 
himsdf in the neigbbourhood of her, ivfaooe 
looks atad smilet alone ooiild make IBfe 
si:^portaUe ; a^d then ^tbted how far 
dumcfe had &voilred bia d^ig^s. 

Louisa IxiteDed with delight ti) ihh 
detail ; her own bpsom responded to every 
ae&tiinent he expressed, and dhe said as 
nraoh aa ahe dare trust b€»«elf t5 eay, in 
4he overflowings of her heart ; but tbe aoft^ 
ness and inexpressible tettdemesl whv^ 
love ^n infuse in the whot^ air, and koki 
and manner, of a deliioate fenmle, tcrfdhim 
that which bar words faikxl t6 exptesa 
So sweetly glided away thfe precious mo^ 
inents^ that when^ about dusk they met 
their friends retuming» they wondered at 
the iriiortnesa of the walk. 
/. lijuiaa did. ncA communicate to JuBa 
aU that bad passed between Gildon and 
herself; for love, particularly first love^ 
&eds on . die secret reooUedbien of ila 
mysterses, and feels as if the luxury of its 



ttgmatiQTO vfoiiA be dBmimriied bjr toin-^ 
munieation: yet she, ifi genend terms^ 
told htt eouAii of their nntual attach- 
ment, bntitfaat they did not wi^ it known, 
until Mr. Gildoa eould see whedier he 
oould obtain his other's consent; and that 
they ividied still te maintain the appear* 
imce of iovBTO in the first stage of court- 
ship--^n of whidi, having the air of 
romance, and being at all events « love 
seoret, was exactly to Mi^ Barton*8 taste; 
and she took great pleasure in plan]:]Jng 
M^ks and interviews, by which the lovers 
eould have fine^ conferences, and yet ap>^ 
pMr only to have that sort of intercourse 
wbkii ordinarily takes place between two 
yoahg peraona who are merely fi)iimng 
an intimacy. So completdiy did her con* 
Mn'jHT more rcunantic attachment, thwarted 
by difficulties and wrapped in mystery to 
all but the lovers and hersd^ interest her, 
that it occupied her mind still more than 
her own safe, easy, eommon-place engage^ 
ment ; and she envied Louisa all tiie de^ 
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licate distress which her situation seemed 
calculated to call forth. 
. ' Therd never was ah evening thftt the 
two pair of lovers did not walk out ; and 
they commonly passed some hours in the 
morning together. The progr^ which 
Louisa's p«issi6n had made was the greater, 
as it was not checked by those twinges o£ 
self-reproach she was daily feeling/ at 
Beach wood, nor by the salutary and 
strengtbjenin^ counsels of her mother, nor 
yet by the sobering influence of religious 
exerdses ; it had now attained * its utn^ost 
height. The interval appeared ine^tpres- 
fiibly tedious which passed between the 
times of meeting; during which hours flew 
like minutes, and were scarcely perceived, 
€fxcept by the recollection. Gildon gave 
himself up to the intoxicating influence of 
this most seductive of all pleasures, and 
careless of the future and the past, he 
thought only of the present ; or rather, 
engrossed by the delicious feelings of the 
moment, he did not think at all— he ba- 
nished reflection. 
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As he and Jones were commonly toge? 
tiier when not in company with their 
mistresses, he soon became well acquainted 
with him, and found him sensible, wdU 
informed, of great integrity of character, 
but very ignorant of mankind. . Gildon 
would endeavour to drive^ away those dis^ 
agreeable anticipations of the future which 
would occasionally obtrude themselves on 
bis mind, by inquiring into the manage« 
ment and police of a large plantation«-«.a 
subject into which he had obtained some 
indight during his residence in Frederick ; 
a^d he now wished to see th^ difference 
between a slave estate on tide water, uni 
one beyond the mountains. 
' Stanley was a latge tract of four thou* 
sand acres jof fiat sandy land, three-fourths 
of which were covered with a thick wood, 
in some places of pine, in others of pine 
and oak, intercepted here and ^ there/ with 
swamps and glades ; the other fourth oon* 
sirted either of- land in cultivation, or old 
fields, exhausted by a severe couraeof til-^ 
lage, nhd which now affi>rded a scanty 



pctturage to honie% cMifle^ and sheep ; or 
had grown up m young pliie% stendit^ 
ao thidL eft to be impaiftable oa lioneback. 
These treve note thui an hundred aiAd 
fifty daves on the estate The fraet had 
heen krger, but two pieoes had been tok&k 
ofl^ of about eight hundred aeres eadi; 
one tat Kr« and Mt& J<mes» and the olber^ 
caUad/the Gkdesi had been assigned to 
Frank Baton* Htn'he had an afeTseer» 
or JMibageiv to whom tiie entire super* 
intendtuoe of hia ftra^ woA the aide of bis 
«rOp^ were o6nfided ; to Frank eonoemed 
hiaaself very Kttle about his estate; exdept 
m temm^ ita pvofits, and in attending 
to the horses whidi heTfosed. This man 
had'been reeommended to kins by his 
fiithev, who hajd known faim In Ike scm of 
tbe^aosk judiekhis and &tkhftil atewatd he 
evor had; ind audi wte kis aueeess id 
nitmg eropi^ in disposing of them to the 
basi advantage in BakinK»re^ and in be>* 
oestif aeeouttting ier att that eafue to kis 
hands^ that hakad ao edMmed as to ed^ 
QUUiAtei! to Fmnk^ wa«to £or ^ fiVtf 



years that had elapsed sdiiio& be wis put 
m^poasessioD of lhe.estate. . 
. FfasEik fiMQ bcicame tired of the legQ- 
Imity i£ Staadby, and: on the thkd di^ 
after his arrival^ he pieposedto GUddR: to 
xidejO¥er ^ndaee if he oottld please (faim- 
sdf ifL a boise* Mr. CoHins, lik nai ein aie f; ^ 
had^ thai wbole atnd paraded:; and Fnodb^ 
with i^eak aiamatkii, atid a aott of teofe^ 
imdefequenae, dcaeaated cm the fnetilt 
o# each. A largo bay^ of vfety MmB^^oan 
and > Mriiage,' first attcactad GiMop^ «t« 
teiitioii» ' wbicb being peioeived, Srank 
tokl him tiiat g^ldin^ would suit huMi €Qb^' 
actly ; he had purcbasod him tuworthrae 
^eam befbre^ wh<!» a odk, and he hat been 
for a long time his favourite' nixing hoMSi^ 
but hairing got poer» he was* letting him 
run in the pasture this summer, Co geikk' 
fltrii, an^ supply and apiiogy, as ionttcf ly. 
ei|di>ii asktd se he woukl ptirt withi 

. ^ To you 1 wonU^ espedaUgp siooa. J^ 
am^nflBMr.iaiddedio my. pltaahn jutd dm 
pcHiies." 
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^ Gildoii asked him his price. 

He said he would take four hundred 
dollars* which was one hundred less than 
he could have got for him at the last 
Fredericksburg races. 

As Gildon*a funds were now very muck 
reduced* aud^ were not likely to be pe- 
plenished while he continued to prosecute 
his present suit, he thought it prudent to 
dedine the fiiendly offer; and.theprioe* 
moreover, appeared to him ' rather high. 
Casting then his eyes around, he said-*- 
** What would you take for thfit fat, 
round* chestnut sorrel, that seems ia bet< 
ter condition for presait use ?** 

** Oh, he would not suit you ; he wants 
size and figure.*" 

** That's the best, horse on the land,**^ 
said Collins. 

Gildon still continuing to eye him, 
knowing that the large bay was beyond 
his reach, Frank, in his hasty way, as he 
always acted op. some sudden impulse, 
said-»«^ t must ^suit you bettor, as ymx 
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w6n't suit ypuTsdf.: You 'may : have -the 
\^y for; thre^ bundled and fifty dollars." 

Gildon still looked at the sointel. 

" You shall then hiave him for three 
hundred ; and so inttch for ill luck." * 

Gildon, attributing Frank's seeming un- 
wiUinghess to let Jbim have the horse he 
rated lowest to the inconvenience of pay- 
ing the difference in money, and knowing 
that it was equally inconvienient to him- 
self to give money, in part, thought the 
last offer would accommodate both^ and 
he * accordingly acceded to it, congratu- 
lating himsdf on being so handsomely 
mounted on such easy terms ; and deter- 
mining, however, that Frank should be 
no loser by his generosity, when he should 
hereafter be in a situation to make an ade- 
quate return for it. He then inquired of 
Collins about the age and qualities of his 
purchase, and learnt that he was nine or 
t&a. years old, and well gaited ; that one of 
his eyes had been a little injured, but 
having been rowelled, that be had now 
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iMOvtrad; aad that lie wm, upon lSb» 
whole, 41 very viiBalla gelding; c^idd^ 
however, kk eyes |>e again affaetod, he 
Inndfy leoommended aeveiad remedies, 
which lad been tried with graat aoooess. 

•* Oh, d— ^n it,'* says Fiank, •• if any 
thing ahould be the matter with his eyes^ 
sell him, or swap him off: I wonld d^ 
plague raysdf with so much dootoring^"^ . 

Grildon now began to daubfc wYiethet he 
had made as groat a bargain as he had at 
first supposed, and to suspect, that ike 
provarb which respects a gift har^^.ap^ 
plies <al8o to a horse that is west l^e 
truth was, that Frank, from early &mi- 
Uarity with the practice, had very little 
seruple in getting more for a horse than 
he was wixrtfa, 4>r even in oonoealk^ hia 
defects ; and on the present occasion^ be 
was willing to disdiarge his lo^es at caida 
by a horse, wUcb, diough once a v(^ su<- 
perior animd, had been brake dawn, and 
was Ifloely soon to beeome totalise blind* 
Some mich peeuti^r mpmiity. nmst have 

prevailed with Coffins, who wm a very 
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bcnert Bntn, and wIuh out of pure good 
nature, intiinated to Gildoil the defects of 
his purchase. Indeed it is not unfrequent 
to meet with men wfac^ bowevw just and 
fidr in all tbeiir other de&lings, will cease 
ta be w in the sale of j& horse ; and while 
filsre refMreseiitatkxi^, aiid even studied 
coDoealments of great ddbt^s, are gene- 
rallj reprobated as ^ cheating," there is 
not CNie in a thousand who hesitates to 
get more fin* his horse than he knows be 
is worth, ifibe eem do so by' not deviating 
ftom tiie truth. 

Gildan and Jones U9ed sometimes to 
ride orekr the extensive farm togethef , aaid 
iometini^, when the weath^ was doudy^ 
pad net sukry, walk out to witness ti^ 
labottr of the slaves A msK^ine for 
tiiredmig out wheat, whidi bad just beat 
erected by colonel Barton^ the first in the 
<k>unty» was acmiettmes visited. He wm 
amused at seeing the alacrity of the sfarves; 
and hearing thm* nkb ac»gs in gathering 
&dder«*«*tilat is» in atripping^ the hng 
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Uades from the Indian ^oorn, which are 
cured and put away for the horses in the 
winter. 

•* These expressions of joy,"* said Jones 
to him one day, " are peculiarly gratifying 
from the slave, because it pleases us to see 
them happy, under that privation which 
^ we have been taught to believe is greater 
than any other; besides, the exercise of 
our sympathies is always more or less 
agreeable, and it is doubly so when we 
sympathize with feelings of joy. But 
the com songs of these humble creatures 
would please you still more ; for some of 
them have a small smack of poetry, and 
are natural at expressions of kind and 
amiable feelings — such as praise of their 
master, gratitude for his kindness, thanks 
for his. goodness, praise of one another; 
and now and then a little humorous, sa- 
tire. The air of these songs has not.much 
variety or melody, and requires :not more 
flexibility of voice than they all possess; as 
they all . join in! the .dionis. Some, oti^ 
who feels himself qualified for the officCj, 
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strikes up, and singly gives a few rude 
stapzas, sometimes in rhyme, and some- 
times in short, expressive sentences, while 
the rest unite in chorus, and. this he con- 
tinues until some other iinprovisatore re- 
lieves him. . One of the favourite occasions 
on which their talent for music and poetry 
is thus exercised, is when they are *■ sljiock- 
ing" out the Indian corn— at which time 
all the negroes of the plantation, and some- 
times many from the neighbourhood, are 
assembled, and sit up nearly the whole 
night. This is a practice prevailing more 
or less throughout this state^ and I be- 
lieve the other slave states ; but it prevails 
most in the lower country, where the ne- 
groes are in the greatest numbers, and 
the plantations the largest ; and yet there 
are thousands amongst us who never at- 
tended a corn-shocking, or even heard a 
corn song — so entirely separated are the 
two classes of black and white, and so 
littie curiosity does that excite, which is, 
and always has been, near us. I have 
heard of persons who were bom and bred. 



